9 770262  562127 


WIN!  WIN!  WIN! 


BRITAIN’S  BIGGEST  SELLING  BIRT  BIKE  MAGAZINE 


KATHERINE  PRUMNI  - FAST  AND  FEMALE 


APRIUA’S  MOTOCROSS  MISSION 


1,1  ni 

m 

1 

•J  iTT 
If  i] 

Q 1 1 [ L 

JvIhW 

ml 

1 ■!  H ij  I [ k 

Lm 

[tkiai 

_ ffiul 

Fox  has  been  shaping  the  face  of  motocross  performance  apparel  for  over  30 
years.  Our  rich  heritage,  coupled  with  design  innovation,  has  paved  the  way  for 
our  Limited  Edition  line  of  products.  With  this  in  mind,  Fox  will  produce  a number 
of  LE  Products  in  limited  quantities,  & once  they’re  gone.  . . they’re  gone.  Own  a 
piece  of  history-in-the-making:  Fox  Limited  Edition. 

Throughout  his  career,  Ricky  Carmichael  has  raced  his  way  into  history  as  the 
winningest  rider  in  AMA  history.  Celebrating  RC’s  amazing  career,  we  commemorate 
his  final  AMA  Supercross  season  with  the  RC  Limited  Edition  Blitz  Vertigo  Gear 
& the  RC  Limited  Edition  F3  Boot.  RC  first  wore  his  now  signature  orange  color 
during  the  2001  Supercross  season,  winning  a record  13  straight  Main  events  to 
secure  his  first  of  many  250  Supercross  Championships. 


WWW.FOXEUROPE.COM 


Log  on  to  our  website  to  locate  selected  Authorised  Fox  Dealers. 
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DO  YOU  believe  in  luck?  Some  of  us 
do,  some  of  us  don’t,  some  of  us 
mumble  meaningless  platitudes  like 
‘you  make  your  own’.  In  the  past  I’ve 
definitely  been  in  the  right  place  at  the 
right  time  on  a number  of  occasions  - | 

landing  the  job  at  DBR  for  example  or 
once  dating  a lovely  young  lady  whose 
mum  owned  a sweet  shop  - and, 
equally,  I’ve  been  in  the  wrong  place  at 
the  wrong  time  as  well  - er,  Junior 
Kickstart  springs  to  mind  for  that  one. 

But  is  that  luck  or  just  life? 

Take,  for  instance,  the  furiously 
fluctuating  fortunes  of  Gordon 
Crockard.  Gordy’s  been  through  the 
mill  for  the  last  handful  of  seasons  and 
if  anyone  could  be  forgiven  for  thinking 
Lady  Luck  and  the  fickle  finger  of  fate 
have  joined  forces  to  huck  him  in  his 
hairy  boys  it’s  GC.  And  despite  a recent 
upturn  in  his  fortunes  including  solid 
scores  in  the  Italian  and  German  GPs 
he’s  still  being  forced  to  take  the  rough 
with  the  smooth.  I mean,  it’s  bad 
enough  snapping  a chain  on  the 
penultimate  lap  of  a British  champs 
moto  but  how  many  times  do  you  hear 
of  a transponder  coming  adrift  and 
jamming  the  steering  which  is  what 
happened  to  him  in  Japan? 

It’s  kinda  like  motocross  as  a 
metaphor  for  life  - you  have  good  days, 
you  have  bad  days  and  sometimes  you 
have  no  control  over  whether  you  end 
the  day  sunny  side  up  or  face  down 
in  the  dirt. 

One  man  who  is  definitely  riding  a 
wee  bit  of  a rollercoaster  at  the  moment 
is  Billy  MacKenzie.  After  his  joint  worst 
GP  performance  of  the  year  in 
Germany,  Billiam  jumped  on  a jet  to 
Japan  and  wiped  the  floor  with  the  best 
MX1  riders  in  the  world.  Now  I’m  not  for 
one  second  suggesting  it  was  down  to 
luck  (although  he  did  go  a tremendous 
titter  while  leading  the  second  moto 
and  not  only  managed  to  get  up 
uninjured  with  a still  functioning  bike, 
he  hung  on  for  second  n’all)  and  if  you 
speak  to  Billy  he’ll  tell  you  it  was  down 
to  chocolate  and  Irn  Bru.  Now  you 
could  argue  that  Billy  was,  in  an 
arse-about-face  kinda  way,  lucky  that 
his  German  result  was  poor  enough  to 
warrant  a blood  test  that  showed  his 
sugar  levels  were  too  low.  So  is  that 
luck?  Or  is  it  just  life? 

The  bottom  line  is  that  all  you  can 
really  do  is  prepare  as  best  you  can 
and  then  hang  on  and  hope 
- and  that  definitely 
applies  to  life  as  much  as 
it  does  to  motocross...  i 


IAN  DE  GREAT 

Dutch  tuning  wizard  dies  after  short  illness 


THE  MOTOCROSS  world  was  stunned  by  the 
news  that  Jan  De  Groot,  the  gentle  Dutch  giant 
who  has  guided  Kawasaki  GP  fortunes  for  the  last 
13  years,  had  died  after  a short  stay  in  hospital. 

Jan  (61)  had  a long  and  illustrious  career  in 
off-road  motorcycling  stretching  back  more  than 
40  years.  In  1965  he  was  Dutch  enduro  champion 
in  the  fledgling  50cc  class  so  popular  at  the  time 
in  Holland  as  an  introduction  to  the  sport  and 
he  followed  that  up  with  more  national  titles  in 
the  125  class  before  turning  his  full  attentions 
to  tuning. 

In  the  ’80s  Jan  was  the  technical  brain  behind 
the  Venko  Hondas  which  brought  GP  success  to 
Dave  Strijbos  and  Gert  Jan  Van  Doom  to  name 
just  two  but  the  highlight  of  his  association  with 
red  came  in  his  own  team  as  he  guided  Greg 
Albertyn  to  consecutive  world  titles  in  1993/94, 
breaking  the  factory  monopoly. 

It  was  in  the  wake  of  this  that  Alec  Wright 
signed  the  cigar-smoking  Dutchman  to  lead  the 
technical  staff  at  Kawasaki  and  the  following  year 
he  was  promoted  to  team  manager,  guiding  Stefan 
Everts  to  his  first  250  world  crown. 

Everts  moved  on  but  De  Groot,  always  with  a 


keen  eye  for  talent,  already  had  his  successor 
signed  up  and  in  1996  Sebastien  Tortelli  became 
the  sport’s  youngest  ever  125  champion,  following 
up  two  years  later  by  ending  Everts’  reign  in  the 
250  class  in  a High  Noon  shoot-out  in  Greece. 

After  more  several  near-misses  in  the  following 
years  Jan’s  final  world  title  success  came  with 
Mickael  Maschio  in  2002. 

Never  happier  than  when  he  could  work  with 
youngsters  - both  riders  and  mechanics  - all  of 
whom  were  inspired  by  his  laconic  wit  and  relaxed 
manner,  Jan  has  fostered  half  the  GP  paddock  in 
their  time  and  he  was  again  in  high  spirits  this  year 
with  two  of  the  fastest  youngsters  on  the  track  in 
Tanel  Leok  and  Billy  MacKenzie. 

Sad  to  say  Jan  missed  the  team’s  final  GP 
victory  of  his  lifetime  in  Japan  last  month  but  it 
was  typical  of  the  emotions  he  aroused  from  his 
staff  that  Billy  found  time  to  send  special  greetings 
to  his  boss  in  hospital  back  in  Holland. 

Our  thoughts  and  sympathy  at  this  time  go  out 
to  his  wife  Ellen  and  their  children.  There  will  never 
be  another  Jan  De  Groot.  He  will  be  sorely  missed 
by  all  who  ever  knew  him. 

Alex  Hodgkinson 
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HIGHLAND  FLING! 

lames  Dabill  comes  out  on  top 
in  the  Scottish  classic 

LEEDS  LAD  James  Dabill  drops  a measly 
21  marks  on  his  way  to  winning  the  world 
famous  Scottish  Six  Day  Trial.  The  neckerchief 
wearing  Future  TRW  team  Montesa  rider 
battles  Highland  weather  as  well  as  the 
pressure  of  leading  the  prestigious  event  all 
week  long  to  take  the  win  by  a massive 
14  marks  over  runner-up  Michael  Brown 
who  beats  Graham  Jarvis  on  a most 
cleans  tie-breaker. 

“This  is  without  doubt  the  biggest  win  of 
my  life  and  one  that  I have  dreamed  about 
ever  since  I was  a youth  rider,”  grins  James. 

“What  makes  the  victory  even  more  special 
is  that  I managed  to  lead  it  from  the  start.  The 
final  day  was  always  going  to  be  tough  with  it 
being  my  early  day  but  despite  that  I can 
honestly  say  I have  really  enjoyed  every 
moment  of  the  trial.” 


MDWEEK  MADNESS! 

There  are  bar-to-bar  battles  aplenty  in  mid-Wales  proving 
it’s  actually  Wednesday  night  that’s  all  right  for  fighting 


BASIN  BASH 

Matterley  Basin  all  set  to 
host  the  Hampshire  MXC’s 
Leukaemia  Busters  event 

WHILE  MANY  thought  that  British  GP  and  MXdN 
venue  Matterley  Basin  was  lost  forever  after 
massive  amounts  of  bad  press  following  the 
September  spectacle,  independent  motocross  club 
Hampshire  MXC  have  pulled  off  an  amazing  coup 
by  securing  the  awesome  venue  for  their  annual 
Leukaemia  Busters  charity  event. 

The  event  - which  perennially  raises  a whole 
bunch  of  cash  for  the  charity  - runs  this  year  on 
July  29  and  will  use  the  full  circuit  that  was  last 
ridden  in  anger  by  Bubba,  Stefan  and  the  boys. 
While  entries  for  the  money-raising  event  are 
already  full  of  Hampshire  Club  members  there  will 
be  the  chance  to  bid  for  one  entry  on  eBay  - the 
internet  auction  site  - in  the  next  few  weeks. 

For  more  information  on  Hampshire  MXC 
and  the  Leukaemia  Busters  event  as  well  as 
details  about  the  eBay  auction  log  on  to 
www.hampshire-motocross-club.co.uk. 

CHARITABLE  CHUMS 

loin  forces  with  Dirtbike-Traxs 
to  get  three  chaps  to  Chile! 

THE  FIM’S  dumbass  decision  to  hold  back-to- 
back  ‘overseas’  ISDEs  has  really  cut  down  the 
number  of  club  teams  that  are  able  to  find  the 
funds  to  make  the  trip  to  Chile  for  the  2007  edition. 

In  fact,  just  two  three-man  teams  from  the  UK 
- an  Army  team  and  the  West  of  England  MC  - 
are  willing  to  cough  up  the  dough  to  take  on 
what’s  meant  to  be  the  #1  enduro  event  on  the 
global  calendar. 

In  an  attempt  to  help  ease  the  passage  of  the 
West  of  England  club  riders  Justin  Wilson,  Julian 
Crimp  and  Gavin  Houson  one  of  Britain’s  premier 
hare  scramble  promoters  - John  Kirwin  of 
Dirtbike-Traxs  - is  organising  a pair  of  fund-raising 
races.  If  you’re  interested  in  riding  either  the  July  8 
event  at  Skipton  or  an  event  on  a date  yet  still  to 
be  confirmed  - all  in  the  name  of  charity  - give  JK 
a call  on  07914  777534. 


NIFTY  NORTH-EASTERNER  Brad  Anderson  rules 
the  roost  at  round  one  of  the  PAR  Homes/Baches 
Bargains  Welsh  Open  motocross  championships 
held  at  Rhayader.  Brad  wins  all  three  motos  to  take 
the  Expert  class  overall  on  his  Pioneer  Yamaha 
ahead  of  Glen  Phillips,  Wayne  Smith,  Ashley 
Greedy  and  Jamie  Lewis  before  winning  the  big 
bucks  Dash  for  the  Cash  grand  final. 


The  final  round  of  the  mid-week,  mid-Wales 
motocross  mash-up  is  due  to  take  place  at 
Cwmythig  Hill  on  July  4 at  the  normal  start  time  of 
6:45pm.  And  as  well  as  an  action-packed  11 -race 
programme  fans  will  be  able  to  enjoy  children’s 
minibike  rides,  a bouncy  castle  and  a fantastic 
fireworks  filled  finale.  For  more  details  log  on  to  the 
official  website  - www.rdmcc.co.uk. 


Printed  in  England  by 

PCR  Telford 

Circulation 

Seymour,  86  East  Poultry  Street, 
London  WIT  3EX 


Published  MONTHLY  by 


off-road 


Subscriptions 

1 Year:  UK  £30 
Europe  £49.50 
Rest  of  the  world  £65 
All  applications  to: 

DBR  Subscription  Department, 

12  Victoria  Street 
Morecambe,  Lancashire  LA4  4AG 
Tel:  01524  834030 
Fax:  01524  425469 


Postmaster  send  address 
corrections  to:  Dirt  Bike  Rider,  PO 
Box  100,  Avenel  New  Jersey  07001. 
Periodicals  Postage  paid  at 
Rahway,  NJ. 

ISSN  01  0262  5628. 


Copies  of  DBR  can  be  obtained 
each  month  by  placing  a Standing 
Order  with  your  newsagent. 

In  case  of  difficulty,  contact  our 
Circulation  Manager. 


Readers  in  USA  and  Canada 
may  call  Eastern  News  toll-free 
on  800-221-3148  to  locate  your 
nearest  stockist. 


Dirt  Bike  Rider, 

12  Victoria  Street  Morecambe, 

Lancashire 

LA4  4AG 

Tel:  01524  833111 
Fax:  01524  425469 


Dirt  Bike  Rider  Magazine  is  copyright  of 
Johnston  Press  pic  and  may  not  be 
reproduced  in  any  form  without  the 
written  permission  of  the  publisher. 
Every  care  is  taken  in 
compiling  the  contents  but  the 
proprietors  assume  no  responsibility 
for  any  effect  rising  there  from.  We 
welcome  unsolicited  manuscripts 
and  photographs  but  accept  no 
responsibility  for  their  loss,  damage 
or  total  disappearance. 


On  the  cover:  It’s  been 
a pretty  good  month  for 
Japanese  GP  winner 
William  MacKenzie 
(Jonty  Edmunds) 
Contents:  KXF  crush  - 
Sebastien  Pourcel  and 
Tanel  Leok  dish  up 
a Billy  butty! 

(Magnus  Andersson) 


dintbikeniden  V 


p008-009  Win  a Suzuki-SL  22/5/07  12:34  pm  Page 


RC  replica  RM250  must  be  won 


HE’S  A living  legend,  the  winningest  rider 
in  AMA  history  and  even  though  he’s 
semi-retired  Ricky  Carmichael  is  still  the 
fastest  man  in  motocross  - and  now  we’ve 
got  a RC  replica  RM250  two-smoker  up 
for  grabs. 

We’ve  teamed  up  with  Suzuki  GB  to 
offer  one  lucky  winner  the  chance  to  get 
their  mitts  on  a brand-new  RM250  with 
RC’s  Team  Makita  graphics,  One 
Industries  seat  cover  and  gold  SM  Pro 
rims.  We  tested  it  in  April  and  according  to 
Tony  Marshall  the  RC  rep  “pulls  hard  from 
right  down  low  and  keeps  on  ripping 
through  the  range”  - just  the  thing  for 
die-hard  two-stroke  fans. 

The  competition  kicked  off  in  our  May 
issue,  continued  in  the  June  mag  and  then 
signs  off  this  month.  All  you  have  to  do  is 
send  in  your  answer  to  each  month’s 
Suzuki-related  multiple  choice  question 
and  keep  those  fingers  crossed. 

Each  entry  requires  only  one  correct 
answer  - this  way  if  you  miss  one  of  the 
competition  issues  you  can  still  enter  but, 
even  better,  if  you  get  all  three  mags 
you’ll  get  three  separate  shots  at  winning 
the  RM250! 

And,  as  an  added  bonus,  readers 
can  also  hook  up  to  our  website  at 
www.dirtbikerider.com  where  they  can 
follow  the  competition  link  to  find  a fourth 
question  - yep,  that’s  yet  another  chance 
to  win! 

By  now  you  should  either  have  already 
sent  in  two  entries  - and  lots  of  you  have 
- or  be  waiting  for  this  final  question 
before  stuffing  all  your  entries  into  one 
envelope  and  sending  them  off.  Either 
way’s  fine  by  us  - all  we  ask  is  that  entries 
are  submitted  on  official  entry  forms 
(no  photocopies  or  computer  scans  etc). 

Official  closing  date  is  July  12  with  the 
first  correct  answer  drawn  at  random  after 
this  date  winning  the  bike. 
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STEVE  WONDKH’S  KKTTINK  UP  TO  HACK  PACK  AND 
PIIKPAIIINO  TO  DI.AZK  THK  OOMKDAOK  THAN.... 

WORDS  BY  STEPHEN  SWORD  PHOTO  BY  RAYAItCHEIt.COM 


FINALLY  I feel  like  a motocross  rider  again  after 
all  my  time  off!  Yep,  I’m  back  in  the  saddle  and 
everything  is  coming  good.  It’s  such  a great  feeling 
to  be  riding  again  - I’ve  missed  it  so  much  and  I’m 
walking  around  with  a real  spring  in  my  step.  Each 
week  I see  improvements  in  my  riding  and  the  first 
few  times  my  ankle  would  swell  up  and  be  a little 
sore  but  now  it’s  getting  much  stronger. 

My  mechanic  Serge  came  over  last  week  and 
we  went  practising  for  three  days.  He  brought  a 
few  parts  over  for  me  to  test  just  so  I can  get  a feel 
and  start  to  get  a good  set-up  for  racing  and  I’m 
testing  again  next  week  in  Belgium  so  that  will  be 
good.  Yep!  Everything  is  coming  along  nicely! 

I’ve  mainly  been  riding  on  private  tracks  but 
Serge  and  I popped  up  to  Essex  MX.  The  track 
was  good  and  rough  which  is  exactly  what  I need 
at  the  moment.  I also  hooked  up  with  Huck  and  TC 
down  at  Tonymoto  one  day  - it  was  cool  to  ride 
with  them  again.  Justin  Barclay  from  Winterbourne 
Gunner  lets  me  practice  at  his  track  and  I really 
enjoy  riding  there  - it  has  a lot  of  jumps  which  is 
good  for  timing  and  a cool  SX  track  too.  Justin 
plays  the  guitar  really  well  and  is  teaching  me  to 
play  but  it’s  bloody  hard  going  - he  makes  it  look 
easy,  I just  make  a racket!  When’s  my  next 
lesson  mate? 

I saw  Rich-T  last  week  at  Marshfield  practice 
track  - he  was  up  there  doing  some  work  while  I 
was  riding.  I haven’t  got  much  to  rip  into  him  about 
this  month  and  in  fact  I actually  owe  him  as  he 
hooked  me  up  with  a hard  pack  tyre  as  I had  the 
wrong  rubber  and  was  struggling  with  the  front  end 
washing  out.  Marshfield  is  one  of  those  places 
where  the  ground  is  so  hard  that  without  the  right 
compound  tyres  it’s  not  a lot  of  fun.  No,  let  me 
rephrase  that,  it  can  be  difficult  - but  always  fun! 

At  home  I’ve  been  putting  in  some  hard  labour 
in  the  garden.  The  foundations  are  in  for  the  wall 
but  I had  to  mix  some  concrete  to  fill  them  in  - I 
want  to  get  all  this  done  before  I start  to  race.  I 
may  have  to  phone  up  Gordon  Crockard  and  see  if 


I can  hire  his  two  donkeys  - Briggs  and  Stratten  - 
to  come  and  cut  my  lawn.  Do  you  deliver  as  well 
GC?  I do  feel  as  though  I’m  getting  older  doing  all 
this  gardening  work  but  I do  enjoy  it  and  it  keeps 
me  busy.  And  it’s  also  too  much  money  to  get 
someone  in  to  do  the  work  - that’ll  be  the  Scottish 
coming  out  in  me  again! 

Last  weekend  I popped  down  to  Langrish  to 
watch  the  British.  It’s  only  30  minutes  away  from 
my  house  so  Jodie  and  I took  a slow  drive  down 
on  Sunday  morning.  I was  gutted  not  to  be  riding 
as  it  was  where  I had  hoped  to  return  to  racing. 
The  track’s  very  fast  and  I always  enjoy  racing 
there  but  I had  to  be  satisfied  with  watching  on  the 
day.  The  weather  was  fantastic  so  being  a 
spectator  I rubbed  on  some  sunblock,  relaxed  and 
watched  the  racing.  I headed  to  the  Molson  tru‘ck 
where  TC,  Gareth  and  Ray  Rowson  had  already 
started  signing  autographs  so  I sat  down  to  join 
them  as  Hot  Tub  had  my  seat  all  ready  with 
posters  laid  out  for  me  to  sign.  On  the  Saturday 
night  someone  stole  a chair  with  my  name  omthe 
back  from  the  awning  - Hot  Tub  was  not  a happy 
camper  - so  if  anyone  reading  this  has  the  chair 
in  question  bring  it  back  and  I’ll  swap  it  for  a 
race  shirt. 

It  was  great  to  see  all  the  fans  so  thanks  to 
everyone  who  was  asking  how  things  were  going 
and  when  I would  be  back  racing.  Well  the  plan  is 
to  start  racing  at  the  end  of  the  month  - whether 
it’s  going  to  be  a small  race  or  a British 
championship  round  is  yet  to  be  decided.  But 
thing’s  for  sure  it’s  going  to  be  a great  feeling 
lining  up  on  the  start  again.  I’ve  been  practisir 
lot  of  starts  and  feel  good  but  you  never  know 
things  are  until  you’ve  got  29  other  guys  next  i 
you  when  the  gate  drops. 

Well,  that  takes  care  of  everything  for  this 
month  and  I look  forward  to  writing  some  excil 
stuff  next  time!  Good  luck  at 
the  races  or  whatever  it 
may  be  that  you  do! 


FROME  THRASH! 

Ando  and  Rawson  claim 
MMX  honours 


Words  and  photos  by  Toby  Fuller 


WHILE  THE  racing  goes  more  or  less  to  form,  the 
big  surprise  at  round  four  of  the  MMX  series  at 
Frame  is  that  the  event  actually  takes  place!  But 
far  from  washing  the  event  out,  torrential  rain  all 
through  the  previous  day  and  into  the  next 
morning  leaves  the  track  near  perfect  for  racing. 

In  the  thumpers  division  it’s  Brad  Anderson  who 
shows  his  dominance  from  the  off  in  qualifying 
and  then  runs  away  with  both  races  easily. 
However,  with  two  DNFs  so  far  this  season 
Anderson  still  has  some  catching  up  to  do. 

Championship  leader  Mark  Hucklebridge  has  an 
off  day  in  Somerset  and  it’s  Wayne  Smith  on  the 
PAR  Honda  who  takes  advantage  by  nailing  a third 
and  a second  - good  enough  to  lift  him  to  the  top 
of  the  table.  But  he’s  going  to  have  to  fight  hard 
to  fend  off  the  on-form  defending  champ 
Anderson  to  have  any  chance  of  scooping  his 
first  British  title. 

The  U21  class  is  threatening  to  turn  into  a 
one-man  show  this  season  with  Molson 
Kawasaki’s  Ray  Rowson  looking  the  class  act. 

The  opening  race  of  the  day  is  a terrific  battle  with 
Ashley  Greedy,  Jamie  Law,  Kristian  Whatley  and 
Rowson  all  scrapping  for  places  before  Rowson 
eventually  fights  his  way  to  the  front.  And  it’s 
Rowson  who  takes  the  lead  early  in  race  two 
before  clearing  off  to  leave  Law  as  runner  up 
again,  this  time  chased  home  by  Greedy. 


Series  standings 

Four-Stroke 


1 

Wayne  Smith 

200  points 

2 

Brad  Anderson 

180 

3 

Mark  Hucklebridge 

165 

4 

Jody  Smyth 

146 

5 

Danny  Smyth 

132 

U21 

1 

Ray  Rowson 

237  points 

2 

Jamie  Law 

213 

3 

Kristian  Whatley 

154 

4 

Ashley  Greedy 

135 

5 

Alan  Keet 

112 
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Mercer  and  Saunders  take 


early  AMCA  lead 


Words  and  photo  by  Mike  Wood 


AFTER  PICKING  up  the  2006  MX1  AMCA  title, 

Phil  Mercer  switched  classes  for  2007  to  chase 
MX2  championship  glory  instead.  And  Factory  Phil 
gets  off  to  a flyer,  taking  the  overall  win  at  the 
opening  round  held  at  Cleobury  Mortimer  ahead  of 
debutant  Owen  Delaney  and  current  MX2  king 
Brad  O’Leary.  Over  in  the  MX1  class  the  podium 
sees  an  ACU  reunion  as  former  double  U21 
champ  Ben  Saunders  marks  his  debut  with 
overall  victory  ahead  of  David  Campbell  and 
Aaron  Poolman. 

On  a day  of  mixed  fortunes  for  the  top  MX2 
pilots,  Mercer  takes  the  opening  two  moto  wins 
before  Mark  Hooley  blasts  his  KTM  to  victory  in 
the  final  clash  after  suffering  a badly  cut  arm  in  a 
crash  earlier  in  the  day.  Current  champ  O’Leary 
also  has  problems  after  being  brought  down  early 
in  moto  two  and  has  to  work  hard  to  recover  back 
to  16th  at  the  flag. 

While  the  top  boys  don’t  bag  their  expected 
points  haul  at  Cleobury,  17-year-old  Aran  Agius 
has  a dream  debut  and  earns  fourth  overall  with  a 
4-10-5  scorecard. 

With  Open  class  favourites  Elliot  Barrs,  Richard 
Mike-Jones  and  Paul  Burn  all  missing  due  to 
injury,  Saunders,  Poolman  and  Campbell  take  a 
win  apiece  in  the  MX1  contest.  Although  the 
former  ACU  boys  fill  the  first  podium  of  the  season 
they  are  made  to  work  hard  for  their  glory  by 
Charlie  Hollis,  Simon  Lane,  David  Wright  (son  of 
famous  CCM  rider  Bob)  and  young  Clinton  Barrs. 
Having  made  a strong  start  to  the  season,  Barrs’ 
hopes  of  a podium  finish  are  dashed  by  a moto 
two  engine  seizure. 

Series  standings 

125cc 

1 Phil  Mercer  (Delkevic  Kawasaki)  63  points 

2 Owen  Delaney  (T+W  Racing  Yamaha)  50 

3 Brad  O’Leary  (Foto-XI AMS  KTM)  47 

4 Aran  Agius  (Kawasaki)  45 

5 Mark  Hooley  (Servo  Racing  KTM)  43 
Open 

1 Ben  Saunders  (Race  Con  Honda)  69  points 

2 David  Campbell  (450cc  Honda)  63 

3 Aaron  Poolman  (G+SIMidwest  Honda)  56 

4 Charlie  Hollis  (Invek  Foods  Honda)  48 

5 Simon  Lane  (Honda  Equipe)  46 


GOIIDY  COMES  OVH1  AIJ.  WACKO  JACKO  IN  JAPAN 
AND  PAYS  THE  PIIICE  WITH  PEELED  PALMS...OUCH! 


HI  EVERYONE!  This  month  I’m  writing  to  you  from 
a former  nudist  camp  that’s  thankfully  now  just  a 
‘nature’  camp!  It’s  just  down  the  road  from  the  Ken 
Hall  track  at  Langrish  where  I raced  yesterday 
|paiad,  yes,  it  really  did  use  to  be  a rudey  nudey 
camp!  The  campsite  guide  I use  didn’t  mention 
anything  about  it  but  luckily  [for  the  other  campers, 
think  Y2K  Lazer  ad  - SL]  it’s  all  normal  now  so 
no  worries! 

My  next  race  is  at  the  weekend  in  France  so  I’ll 
head  over  there  mid-week  to  be  in  plenty  of  time 
for  Friday  morning  set  up.  I had  planned  on 
practising  down  in  the  south  of  England  this  week 
but  yesterday  I tore  my  hands  to  pieces  so  I need 
to  give  them  time  to  heal  up  good.  The  blisters  are 
a result  of  my  trip  to  Japan  when  in  the  first  race 
the  timing  transponder  on  the  front  forks  spun 
sideways  and  jammed  my  steering,  resulting  in  a 
crash.  My  glove  came  off  and  I rode  the  rest  of 
the  race  like  Michael  Jackson  (one  glove  - 
geddit?).  My  hand  blistered  then  and  riding 
Langrish  yesterday  has  made  it  twice  as  bad  so 
cycling  and  training  will  be  on  the  cards  but  no 
MX  practice. 

For  the  past  five  years  I’ve  avoided  gluten,  dairy 
and  wheat  as  I’m  mildly  allergic  to  these  and  I 
suffer  with  eczema  on  my  hand  if  I eat  them 
regularly.  At  home  I can  manage  okay  getting 
substitutes  for  bread,  pasta,  cereal  and  all  the 
other  foods  I should  avoid  but  when  I went  to 
Japan  for  the  GP  I found  it  hard  to  get  the  right 
food  so  eating  a lot  of  wheat  probably  meant  my 
hand  blistered  up  more  easily. 

At  the  start  of  May  I returned  to  GP  action  after 
issing  Portugal  due  to  my  knee  problems.  The 
GP  was  pretty  good  and  I was  pleased  with 
my  results.  I went  back  home  between  Italy  and 
Germany  but  was  unable  to  attend  the  SX  on  the 
Wednesday  evening  they  hold  up  at  the  North 
West  200  road  race.  I normally  can  do  it  but  with 
my  knee  being  troublesome  of  late  I didn’t  want  to 
give  it  any  unnecessary  stress. 

I flew  out  to  Germany  and  the  wind  was  crazy 
when  we  landed.  Saturday’s  programme  of 
practice  and  qualifying  was  adjusted  because  the 
wind  was  so  bad  but  I had  a good  day  on  the 
Sunday,  finishing  seventh  and  fifth.  This  got  me  all 
excited  and  I decided  to  spend  a lot  of  money  to 
get  myself,  bike  and  mechanic  Phil  out  to  Japan  for 
the  next  round.  I enjoyed  the  country  as  a place  to 
visit  - the  people  are  extremely  helpful  and  all 
seem  pretty  happy.  I had  some  problems  in  the 
races  after  qualifying  my  best  of  the  year  in  12th. 
First  race  I crashed  while  in  13th  when  the 
transponder  came  loose  and  the  second  race  I 
clipped  the  gate  and  got  away  very,  very  last. 

I made  it  up  to  16th  but  I was  pretty  disappointed 
with  my  results  after  doing  so  well  at  the  previous 
two  rounds. 

Before  heading  out  to  Japan  I was  proud  to 
attend  my  friend  Eugene’s  wedding  - it  was  a real 
good  day’s  craic  and  I was  really  pleased  to  have 
been  able  to  make  it.  I couldn’t,  however,  make  the 
Red  Bull  X-Fighters  at  Slane  Castle  because  of 
Japan  but  I was  lucky  enough  to  catch  it  on  TV 
got  back.  A few  of  the  freestyle  riders 
jnn  Ireland  for  a few  days  after  the  event  and 


WORDS  BY  GORDON  CIIOCKAM)  PHOTO  BY  SUTTY 

I was  asked  to  help  with  some  venues  for  riding 
and  filming  some  TV  footage  for  an  American 
programme.  When  I got  back  from  Japan  I was 
trashed  with  jetlag  so  I declined  to  meet  up  with 
Travis  and  co  to  go  riding  - I was  knackered  and 
had  to  get  ready  for  leaving  to  go  to  Langrish. 

I couldn’t  make  the  Wednesday  evening  fun  at 
Rhayader  either  due  to  logistics  - on  that  topic  I’d 
like  to  wish  Andrew  James  the  best  of  luck  and 
hope  all  goes  well  this  time  and  in  the  future. 

One  of  my  long-time  best  mates  got  married  on 
Thursday  and  I acted  as  usher  on  the  day. 

Highlight  for  me  was  in  the  church  when  we  were 
asked  to  pray  and  the  bride  (Julie)  and  groom 
(Ricky)  were  asked  to  kneel  at  the  alter  for  the 
prayer.  Ricky  had  written  ‘HELP’  on  the  soles  of 
his  shoes  and  the  entire  congregation  could  see 
this  - tears  of  laughter  were  running  down  my 
face!  And  Julie  looked  to  be  praying  a short  while 
later  as  they  left  the  church  as  man  and  wife  in  a 
helicopter  to  go  to  the  hotel  - I think  it  was  a 
surprise  for  her  going  by  the  look  on  her  face. 

Amy  and  I drove  the  camper  over  the  next  day 
and  enjoyed  great  weather  and  a new  (but  old) 
venue  for  the  fourth  round  of  the  British 
championship.  Langrish  is  used  annually  for  the 
Ken  Hall  International  and  the  club  prepared  the 
track  well  and  added  a lot  to  the  circuit  for  the 
event.  I was  third  in  qualifying  and  almost  holeshot 
the  first  race  but  turning  on  a watered  first  corner 
is  never  easy  and  I was  lucky  not  to  crash.  I had 
third  in  the  bag  with  one  lap  to  go  but  my  chain 
broke  so  I pushed  my  bike  over  the  line  for  17th. 
Second  race  I made  sure  I got  the  holeshot  but  I 
couldn’t  stop  on  the  still  wet  first  turn  and  slid  into 
the  barriers.  I still  finished  the  race  fifth  but  I 
was  in  agony  from  the  blisters  on  my  hands. 

I started  the  day  four  points  behind  the 
championship  leader  and  ended  the 
day  36  points  behind  but  we’re  only 
halfway  so  there’s  time  to  recover. 

It’s  never  over  until  it’s  over... 
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Vroom  with  a View! 


The  Manor  Farm  motocross  circuit  at  Langrish  in  Hampshire 
is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  famous  in  the  country  and  the 
view  from  the  top  of  Cold  Hill*  is  definitely  one  of  the  best. 
And  as  well  as  being  able  to  see  all  the  way  to  the  south 
coast  from  this  beautiful  vantage  point  - on  a clear  day  at 
least  - if  you  look  closely  you’ll  also  glimpse  Stevie 
MacKenzie  eating  turf  while  brother  Billy  battles  it  out  for 
the  holeshot  with  Gordon  Crockard.  Some  brothers  have  all 
the  luck,  eh  Stevie? 


* Pub  ammo!  Cold  Hill  is  the  highest  point  in  Hampshire, 
Canada  Heights  is  the  highest  point  in  Kent,  Lyng  is  the 
highest  point  in  Norfolk  and  the  top  of  the  Hawkstone  Hill  is 
the  highest  point  in  Shropshire.  Probably. 
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Er,  actually  the/ra  more 
Twisted  to  be  fair... 
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URIMS  TO  THE 
-5ST  THIS  SUMMER! 


URBAN  FREESPORTS  PRESENTS 


6TH-8TH  JULY  2007  > BATH  & WEST  SHOWGROUND,  SOMERSET 


AY 


URBAN  ATTACK  - EUROPES  BIGGEST  2 


3 DAYS  OF 


rE  STAGE 
HUGE  EXHIBITION. 


LIVE  MUSIC  THAN  EVER 


NIGHT  DANCE  EVENT,  12  SPORTS  ARENAS 


CAMPING  FOR  20,000! 


FRIDAY: 

goldii 


SATURDAY: 


5 DIRTY  SANCHEZ 


THE  CHARLATANS 

EASTPAK  THR0WD0WN  WORLD 

Inur  IQO CH—  BREAKDANCE  COMPETITION,  LATE  NIGHT 

enSZiLiSNS  i 7 C Of-  dance  party,  dj’s,  mc’s  and  beatbox 


ADVANCE  TICKET  PRICES: 

ADULT  WEEKEND  CAMPING  £39.50*  / CHILD  WEEKEND  CAMPING  £29.50  (5-14) 

RUSH  ZONE  WEEKEND  CAMPING  £59.00*  (INCLUDES  PROGRAMME,  T-SHIRT  <&  REVERSE  BUNGEE  CAGE  JUMP) 

FAMILY  WEEKEND  CAMPING  (2  ADULTS  2 CHILD)  £139.50*/ FAMILY  WEEKEND  CAMPING  VIP  £149.50* 

ADULT  DAY  £17.50  / CHILD  DAY  £12.50 

KIDS  UNDER  5 GO  FREE  ACCOMPANIED  BY  A TICKET  HOLDING  ADULT. 

EARLY  BOOKING  FEE  £3.50  UNTIL  8TH  JUNE,  £4.99  THEREAFTER.  TICKET  POSTAGE  £1 . 50  AT  ALL  TIMES.  * OPENS  FRIDAY  TO  WEEKEND  CAMPING  TICKETS  ONLY.  STRICTLY  NO  GLASS  BOTTLES,  NO  ALCOHOL, 
NO  MOTORISED  SCOOTERS  AND  NO  DOGS  (EXCEPT  GUIDE  DOGS)  TO  BE  BROUGHT  ON  THE  SITE.  CHILDREN  MUST  BE  ACCOMPANIED  BY  AN  ADULT 


TICKETS  AVAILABLE  FROM: 

URIUIN  0845  130  4523 

TICKETS  WWW.NASS2007.C0M 
bath&west  01749  822222 

BOX  OFFICE  WWW.BATHANDWEST.COM 

ONLINE:  WWW.MEANFIDDLER.COM 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  VISIT 
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SALES  AND  EXHIBITION  ENQUIRIES:  INFO@FREESPORTSTV.COM 
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HUMS  AND  THU  HOYS  STOIIM  SLANE  CASH. hi  AND  LEAVE 
(Hill  MAN  IN  THE  EMEIIAIJ)  ISLE  OVERCOME  WITH  EXCITEMENT 


AWESOME  DOESN’T  even  come  close  to  describing  Red  Bull 
X-Fighters  at  Slane  Castle.  At  the  grand  old  age  of  200  I’m  really  not 
that  easily  impressed  and  I thought  I was  acting  pretty  cool  until  I 
realised  I was  screaming  like  a teenage  girl  at  a Take  That  gig! 

Travis  and  the  boys  simply  blew  gravity  apart  and  all  the  riders 
performed  exceptionally  well,  throwing  out  routines  that  left  the 
25,000-plus  crowd  gasping  for  more  of  the  same.  What  I will  always 
remember  from  that  night  was  the  way  Travis  attacked  the  track,  racing 
from  ramp  to  ramp  and  clicking  off  two  or  three  tricks  per  jump.  Even 
when  he  was  on  the  ground  he  was  pulling  wheelies  front  and  back! 

And  how  cool  was  this?  Travis  and  crew  even  got  to  ride 
Desertmartin  on  the  Tuesday  after  the 
show  at  Slane.  The  word  is  that  Travis 
said  it  was  one  of  the  best  tracks  he’d 
ever  ridden  - sure,  what  would  he 
know  anyway? 

British  championship  news  now.  With 
the  series  at  the  halfway  point  things  are 
not  looking  as  strong  as  they  could  for 
Gordon  who  is  fifth  in  the  standings,  36 
points  off  Billy  Mac  who’s  in  pretty  hot 
form  after  winning  the  Japanese  GR  But 
only  nine  points  separate  second  to  fifth 
so  GC  could  still  play  leapfrog  up  the 
table  - especially  with  the  next  round 
coming  at  Desertmartin  on  June  23. 

The  Cookstown  spectacular  will 
arguably  be  the  most  important  race  of 
2007  for  GC  and  if  he’s  to  win  British 
title  number  four  he  needs  to  capitalize 
on  the  overwhelming  support  that  he’ll 
receive  from  his  adoring  Irish  fans. 

Gordon  always  races  to  win  and  for  my 
money  he’ll  be  the  man  to  beat.  Yes,  Big 
Ken  rides  well  there  and  Billy  Mac  rates 
the  Desert  as  one  of  his  favourite  tracks 
but  Desertmartin  always  brings  out  the 
best  in  all  the  Irish  riders. 

In  the  star-studded  MX2  class  Martin 
Barr  is  a pretty  lonely  seventh  at  the 
moment  but  expect  to  see  him  turn  in  his 
best  British  champs  performance  to  date 
at  Desertmartin.  Martin  is  capable  of  a 
top  five  finish  and,  to  be  honest,  if  he 
gets  away  at  the  start  he  may  just 
surprise  everyone.  On  the  local  front 
Tommy  Merton,  Wayne  Garrett  and  Mike 
Sinton  - who  all  scored  points  last  year  - will  have  another  run  out,  as 
will  Stuart  Edmonds  who  has  taken  points  at  two  of  the  UK  rounds. 

Domestic  news  next  and  the  Tommy  and  Wayne  Show  continues 
to  make  the  main  headlines  at  Ulster  and  Irish  championship  events. 
Two  rounds  into  the  Irish  National  series  and  Wayne  Garrett’s 
Moto-One/Intouch  KTM  heads  the  leaderboard  from  Tommy  Merton  with 
young  Gary  Gibson  causing  a stir  among  the  established  contenders  by 
filling  out  the  top  three. 

In  the  MX2  class  the  young  guns  are  in  control  of  the  premier 
positions  with  15-year-old  Graeme  Irwin  the  discovery  of  the  season  so 
far.  Second  place  man  Luke  Wilde  has  the  speed  to  win  races  if  he  can 
get  fit  and  keep  upright  - Luke  will  win  an  Irish  championship  moto 
before  the  summer’s  gone.  With  a DNF  at  Cork  City,  Wayne  is  third  in 
the  series  having  won  all  three  motos  he’s  finished. 

In  the  Ulster  Premier  division  a coming  together  at  Downpatrick  will 
mark  a change  of  tactics  as  the  second  half  of  the  season  unfolds. 
Wayne  leads  Tommy  by  a small  margin  - both  are  very  capable  and 
determined  to  win  this  championship.  Bridesmaid  four  times  last  season, 


Wayne  is  yet  to  secure  a title  while  Tommy  is  a multi-time  Ulster  champ. 

Slow-starting  GOMX/Russell’s  Motorcycles  racer  Mike  Sinton  is  third 
in  the  title  chase  and  will  be  there  to  pick  up  points  as  the  race  for  the 
championship  heats  up. 

The  determination  of  AJ  Elite  Bathroom-supported  rider  Dave 
Gorman  must  not  go  unnoticed!  The  only  two-stroke  rider  in  the  country 
to  mix  it  at  the  front,  Glenhead  Engineering  have  done  a magnificent  job 
with  Dave’s  machine  enabling  him  to  run  top  two  at  Seaforde  before 
over-enthusiasm  ended  his  challenge.  All  in  all  Dave  is  riding  well  and 
can’t  be  ruled  out  on  hard  pack  tracks  - perhaps  he  is  ready  for  another 
450,  what  you  say  Jimbo? 


Congratulations  to  James  McFerran  on  winning  a moto  at  the  first 
ever  ACU  Mini  Bike  Championship  round.  In  treacherous  conditions 
the  Castlewellan-based  Monstermoto.co.uk  racer  won  the  first  race  of 
the  series  but  a DNF  in  the  second  moto  leaves  him  eighth  after  the 
first  round. 

As  many  of  you  will  know,  a cruel  accident  during  a MCCNI  event  at 
Donamana  has  resulted  in  a very  popular  rider  facing  a difficult 
challenge.  Chris  Elser  sustained  a serious  spinal  injury  and,  in  typical 
motocross  fashion,  everybody  wants  to  help  in  whatever  way  they  can. 
Over  the  next  few  months  you  will  all  get  a chance  to  take  part  in  a 
few  events  with  the  bottom  line  being  to  help  Chris  and  his  family 
concentrate  on  his  rehabilitation. 

I’ve  not  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  him  but  from  what  I hear 
Chris  is  one  determined  young  man  and  has  surpassed  the 

expectations  of  doctors  so  far.  Not  undermining  the  . . * ) Q 

seriousness  of  the  situation,  we  hope  and  pray  for  OjJ ' 

the  strength  you  and  your  family  need  at  this  time.  \ ^ 

Where  there  is  life  there  is  always  hope...  t J 
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Akrapovic  Exhausts 

All  2007  Bikes  including  CRF  150, 

IN  STOCK  NOW! 

With  94  Db  inserts  available  for  all  systems 


BRAKE  CLEVIS  BLOCK 

Lighter,  stronger  with  more  adjustment  than  standard  press 
steel  original.  On  some  applications  it  may  be  necessary  to  drill 
the  brake  lever  7-8mm.  Supplied  to  and  used  by  works  teams 

Supplied  in  RED  or  BLUE:  £10.99  each. 


HOT  START  CABLE  ENO 

Straight  forward  replacement  for  the  flimsy  plastic  cable 
end  which  screws  into  your  Keihen  carb.  Stronger  with  a 
smaller  hex  to  make  fitting  much  easier  and  without  risk 
of  breaking  or  stripping  the  thread. 

Available  in  RED  or  BLUE:  £9.99  each. 


01409  220288  www.petersenracing.co.uk 
email:  petersen.engineering@talk21.com 


A straight  forward  replacement  of  the  Keihin  FCR 
Carburetor  drain  plug.  The  extra  capacity  allows  a 
much  improved  fuel  flow  through  the  main  jet. 

Filtration  system  in  the  base  traps  water  and  dirt 
in  fuel  and  stops  misfires  and  blockages  in  jets. 

Thoroughly  tested  by  MX  multiworld  champion 
for  the  past  12  months. 


Used  by  works  MX  team  mechanics. 


Nol  part  on  your  list  of  modifications 
when  you  buy  your  new  4 stroke  bike. 


AVAILABLE  FOR 
Honda  150/250/450F 
Yamaha  250/450F 
Suzuki  250/450F 
Kawasaki  250/450F 
KTM  250/450 F 


NOW  AVAILABLE  IN  GOLD 
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CROWD  CONTROL! 


WORDS  AND  PHOTO  BY  JONTY  EDMUNDS 


ITS  NOT  JUST  RIDERS  THAT  NEED  RROTEUTINti 
- SPECTATOR  SAFETY  LEVELS  ALSO  NEED  TO 
DE  CONSTANTLY  IMPROVED 

THERE’S  A buzz  surrounding  rider  safety  at  the  moment  and  rightly  so. 
With  the  global  reach  of  the  internet  now  so  great  the  moment  a rider  is 
badly  injured  - no  matter  what  country  or  continent  he  or  she  comes 
from  - the  rest  of  the  world  seems  to  know  about  it  almost  as  soon  as 
it’s  happened.  And  due  to  the  speed  at  which  news  travels  nowadays  it 
seems  like  more  riders  than  ever  before  are  getting  hurt. 

Truth  is  it  only  seems  like  more  riders  are  getting  hurt.  Whereas,  say, 
a French  or  Finnish  rider  getting  injured  would  only  be  newsworthy  in 
France  or  Finland  10  years  ago  (unless  of  course  it  was  an  international 
star)  today  you’re  as  likely  to  come  across  news  of  an  accident  in  some 
far  flung  place  while  surfing  the  interweb  as  you  are  unearthing  news 
concerning  your  local  club. 

The  neck  brace,  which  has  been  thrust 
under  the  spotlight  following  serious  injuries 
to  several  of  the  world’s  top  supercross  and 
rally  stars  recently,  has  done  much  to  make 
riders  think  about  the  precautions  they  take 
in  order  to  reduce  serious  injury.  But  what 
about  the  safety  of  the  general  public? 

Surely  their  safety  should  be  reviewed  as 
well  as  that  of  the  competitor. 

World  Enduro  Championship  promoter 
Alain  Blanchard  is  big  on  two  things  - 
increasing  the  WEC’s  TV  viewing  figures 
and  raising  the  number  of  spectators  that 
come  to  watch  WEC  events.  Commercially, 
no  matter  what  the  sport,  the  more  bums  on 
seats  the  more  money  an  event  generates 
which  results  in  bigger  profits  for  those 
involved.  That’s  the  way  the  world  works 
and  I for  one  can’t  see  a lot  wrong  with  it. 

Apart  from  when  the  sport  in  question  is 
the  WEC. 

While  I’m  all  for  beaming  WEC  TV 
shows  into  as  many  homes  as  is  humanly 
possible,  by  trying  to  attract  vastly 
increased  numbers  of  spectators  to  events 
the  sport  is  in  real  danger  of  shooting  itself 
in  both  feet.  The  problem  as  I see  it  is  this  - 
people  that  come  to  watch  an  enduro  don’t 
sit  on  seats.  By  that  I mean  that  the 
average  enduro  spectator  doesn’t  drive  to 
an  event,  park  their  car  in  the  spacious, 
safe,  clearly  signposted  car  park  and  then 
lead  their  family  to  their  designated  seating 
area  where,  from  a safe  distance,  they  are 
close  enough  to  experience  the  excitement 
of  the  sport  but  far  enough  away  not  to 
get  hurt. 

In  reality  your  average  enduro  spectator  parks  on  the  side  of  the 
road,  heads  off  in  the  general  direction  of  where  he  thinks  the  bikes  are 
and  is  free  to  watch  from  pretty  much  anywhere  he  likes  along  the  side 
of  the  special  test.  Chances  are  he’ll  have  his  young  son  with  him  too. 
Anyone  can  pretty  much  turn  up  at  an  enduro  event  and  can  certainly 
stroll  up  to  a WEC  special  test  and  view  to  their  heart’s  content.  And  with 
events  getting  ever  closer  to  towns  and  cities  more  casual  observers  are 
doing  just  that,  which  is  where  I think  the  problem  lies. 

In  each  country  in  Europe  there  are  a set  number  of  genuine  enduro 
fans  which  might  fluctuate  slightly  year  on  year  but  generally  stays  the 
same.  These  true  enduro  enthusiasts  know  how  the  sport  works  and 
love  nothing  more  than  walking  for  hours  in  forests  while  watching  bikes. 
Most  casual  spectators,  the  members  of  the  general  public  Alain 
Blanchard  seemingly  hopes  to  attract  in  ever  increasing  numbers,  know 
little  - often  nothing  - about  the  sport.  Yet  they  are  granted  the  same 


free  access  to  the  event  and  can  stand  where  they  chose. 

Now  imagine  this.  On  arrival  at  the  spectacular  motocross  test  a ‘new 
generation’  enduro  spectator  quickly  sets  his  sights  on  what  from  a 
distance  looks  to  be  the  place  to  watch  - a spectacular  section  of  the 
track  where  riders  fly  high  above  the  heads  of  the  spectators  on 
numerous  occasions.  Not  wanting  to  miss  any  of  the  action  he  hurriedly 
picks  up  his  six-year-old  son  and  starts  crossing  the  special  test  in  order 
to  get  to  where  he  wants  to  watch.  With  the  test  repeatedly  passing  from 
one  side  of  the  field  to  the  other  our  spectator  continues  towards  the 
action.  Stopping  for  a moment  to  catch  his  breath  he  stands  less  than  a 
metre  away  from  the  test  on  the  outside  of  one  of  the  fastest  corners  of 
the  test,  his  son  in  his  arms. 


Now  imagine  that  one  of  the  competitors  in  the  event  loses  control  of 
his  bike,  hits  the  spectator  and  injures  him  or  his  son. 

Thankfully,  to  my  knowledge  at  least,  no  WEC  spectator  has  ever 
been  seriously  injured.  And  I hope  it  stays  that  way.  But  it  could  happen. 

And  if  it  does  happen  it  will  be  a dark,  dark  day  for  international  enduro 
competition.  Which  is  why  the  powers-that-be  need  to  think  long  and 
hard  about  encouraging  members  of  the  general  public  to  come  and 
watch  WEC  races.  We  all  know  that  motorsport  is  dangerous  but 
allowing  those  with  no  real  understanding  of  enduro  sport,  or  for  that 
matter  cross-country  racing,  to  stand  just  inches  away  from  motorcycles 
moving  at  upwards  of  50mph  is,  when  you  stop  and  think  about  it,  crazy. 

Spectators  are  killed  annually  in  four-wheeled  off-road  sporting 
events  due  to  getting  too  close.  I just  hope  that  in  the  rush  to  get  more 
spectators  stood  in  fields  watching  WEC  events  a little  thought  is  given 
to  exactly  how  they  are  cared  for  and  what  the  ramifications  are  for  the 
sport  if  they’re  not. 
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(JOT  SOMETHING  TO  SAY? 

WELL  HERE’S  WHERE  YOU 
SHOUIJ)  HE  SAYING  IT... 

Write  to  Rant  at  the  usual  address  or  email 
us  at  rant@dirtbikerider.co.uk 
All  letters/emails  must  be  accompanied  by 
a full  address.  Oh  and  please  don’t  send 
emails  all  in  capitals.  Cheers! 

LETTERS  WIN  PHIZES 

Write  to  Rant,  get  your  letter  published  and  you’ll  win  a 
one-litre  trigger  bottle  of  marvellous  bike  cleaning  fluid 
Muc-Off.  And  if  we  rate  your  letter  highly  enough  you’ll 
also  receive  our  monthly  star  prize  - this  month  a pair 
of  badass  white/ blue  Etnies  Kingpin  shoes! 


IKUm  THE  IIIIAVE! 

Ouch!  Ouch!  Ouch!  My  arms  and  legs  are 
away  to  fall  off.  Let  me  explain.  For  my  35th 
birthday  my  girlfriend  Kaye  got  me  a motocross 
day  from  Fun  in  the  Mud  - a motocross  school 
based  near  Kinross  in  Scotland  and  run  by 
Andy  Russell  and  his’icrew. 

I read  DBR  every  month,  watch  MXGP  on 
the  telly  and  I’m  in  the  process  of  doing  my 
bike  test  at  the  moment  but  I haven’t  been  on  a 
dirt  bike  since  I was  about  13  when  my  dad 
bought  me  a CR80  to  batter  about  in  fields,  j 
So  after  a day  of  slipping  around  corners 
and  falling  off  riding  up  1:1  slopes  - it  rained 
for  three  day  before  my  visit,  that’s  my  excuse 
- I was  well  and  truly  cream  crackered.  Great! 

Andy  is  a great  teacher  - ask  Shaun 
Simpson  - and  very  patient  so  long  as  you 
don’t  stamp  down  on  the  gear  levers.  His  “'•’J 
school  caters  for  everyone  from  beginners  to 
experts  and  wee  kids  to  big  kids  like  me$|J 
A big  thank  you  to  Andy  and  all  the  lads  for 
an  awesome  day  and  for  helping  me  feeUike 
the  next  Stefan  Everts  - I’m  the  same  age 
anywa^Also  thanks  to  my  girlfriend  Kaye  for 
the^iest  birthday  ever  (we’re  getting  married 
dneiQyear  so  if  anyone  wants  to  buy  m^a  dirt 
I^bike  for  a wedding  present  that  would  pe  nice). 
You  can  check  Andy’s  school  at 
www.funinthemud.co.uk  - who  knows  I might 
see  you  there! 

Robin,  Perthshire 

Sounds  like  you  had  a great  day  out  young 
Robin!  Oh  and  good  luck  with  the  wedding. 

SEAL  SLOWER 

My  name  is  Ryan,  I’m  16  and  I live  in  England. 
I’ve  just  seriously  got  into  motocross  and 
bought  a YZ125  only  to  find  one  week  later 
that  the  fork  seals  had  gone!  I took  it  to  the 
shop  where  I bought  it  from  and  they  said  it 
would  be  £60  to  repair  and  as  I don’t  have 
any  other  way  of  fixing  it  I had  to  agree.  This 
means  I can’t  get  my  ACU  licence  and  start 
racing  for  another  month  as  I’m  skint!  Love 
the  mag! 

Ryan,  via  email 

ftey  Ryan  rest  assured  that  the  wait  to  start 
racing  will  be  worth  it.  Good  luck  and  let  us 
know  how  you  get  on  at  your  first  few  races.  ' 


X-WRITER! 

Firstly  can  I say  how  good  your  magazine  is 
and  secondly  I would  likejto  say  how  amazing 
the  Red  Bull  X-Fighters  was  at  Slane  Castle. 

I was  a bit  annoyed  that  the  rain  stopped  them 
from  doing  the  finals  but  I was  already  quite 
satisfied  by  what  I had  seen.  I was  pleased  that 
my  hero  Travis  Pastrana  won  but  didn’t  think  it 
was  fair  putting  Pastrana  against  Renner  in 
the  quarterfinals. 

Leo,  Staffordshire 

Hey  Leo,  Slane  Castle  was  awesome  huh? 
Anyway,  the  reason  Renner  came  up  against 
Pastrana  so  soon  was  that  he  sucked  ass  in 
the  prelims  that  were  run  in  similar  lighting  to 
his  ride  off  against  Travis  in  the  quarterfinal. 

For  some  reason  Renner  struggled  with  the 
poorly  positioned  lights  way  more  than  anyone 
else  and  because  of  this  didn’t  really  get 
chance  to  show  his  best  skills  on  the  night. 
Maybe  he’ll  bring  his  A game  to  Moscow ? 

We’ll  see  you  there... 

GIRL  POWER 

Hi  my  name  is  Sian  and  I’m  a 14-year-old  girl 
that  loves  MX.  All  my  family  have  bikes  and  I 
got  my  first  bike  when  I was  seven  and  I’ve 
always  had  one  since.  I am  the  only  girl  around 
Jrwith  a motorbike  but  I don’t  really  care,  I just  go 
out  on  my  bike  and  have  fun. 
r Recently  when  I go  and  get  DBR  all  my 
friends  say  that  MX  is  a male  thing  and  don’t 
^understand  how  I can  be  so  into  it.  So,  I want 
to  know  what  you  think  - is  MX  a male  thing 
that  girls  shouldn’t  get  involved  with? 

Sian,  via  email 

Of  course  motocross  in  not  purely  a male 
thing,  you’ve  only  got  to  look  at  the  increasing 
number  of  female  racers  and  race  fans  that 
attend  events  right  around  the  country. 

We  reckon  the  more  people  that  get  involved 
with  the  sport  - be  it  boys  or  girls  - the  better 
and  welcome  anyone  with  open  arms 
(especially  girls)! 

WHERE  TO  HUY? 

I’m  looking  to  buy  a secondhand  CRF  or 
maybe  a KXF250,  probably  a 2005  or  ’06 
model  as  that’s  all  I can  afford  on  my  current 
salary.  Do  you  know  the  best  place  to  buy  one 
in  the  Grimsby  area? 

Chris,  via  email 

T+MX  News  is  your  best  bet  for  finding  the 
* secondhand  bike  of  your  dreams.  It’s  out  each 
and  every  Friday  and  can  be  found  at  all  good 
newsagents  and  some  bad  ones  too. 


WHICH  GOGGLES? 

I’ve  just  recently  purchased  a 661  helmet  and 
have  been  wearing  my  Smith  goggles  with  it.  I 
think  tljiey’re  called  the  Warpstar  - they  have 
what  looks  like  extended  eyebrows!  Anyway, 
they  are  rubbing  against  the  extended 
nosepiece  on  the  helmet  which  doesn’t 
feel  right 

Upon  buying  this  months  DBR  I noticed  that 
Tom  Church  also  wears  661  helmets  and  Smith 
goggles  which  have  plenty  of  space  between 
the  nosepiece  in  the  helmet  and  the  goggles. 
Can  you  please  tell  me  what  Smith  goggles 
Tom  wears? 

Dale,  via  email 

Hi  Dale  you’ll  be  pleased  to  know  that  the 
Smith  Fuel  or  sometimes  Piston  goggles  that 
TC  wears  will  fit  a lot  better  inside  your  661 
skidder  than  your  current  Warpstars. 

There  are  a number  of  Smith  dealers  who 
advertise  their  wares  in  DBR  so  check  ’em 
out  and  treat  yourself! 

NICE  GUY  EDDIE! 

I was  wondering  if  you  could  publish  this 
picture  of  Travis  Pastrana  and  me.  I met  him 
last  week  and  I must  say  he’s  a really  nice  guy. 
Eddie,  Northern  Ireland1^- 

Yes.  Yes  he  is...  ‘ 


JR 


RED  RIDER 

My  name  is  Joe  and  I love  riding  motocross 
and  1 especially  like  riding  my  Honda  CR85  - 
wheji  I’m  not  reading  DBR  of  course.  When  I 
grow  up  I want  to  be  a Honda  sponsored  rider 
and  do  all  the  big  championship  races  like  my 
hero  James  Noble.  Do  you  think  you  can  get 
me  James’  autograph  because  I think  he’s  the 
best  rider  in  the  world. 

Joe,  Yorkshire 

Well  seeing  as  you  asked  so  nicely  how  can  we 
ref  Use.  We’ll  send  it  in  t’post  with  your  Muc-Off! 
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Boyesen’s  original  Quickshot  was  a real  must-buy  product 
for  serious  four-stroke  racers  and  their  all  new  Quickshot 
2 is  claimed  to  be  even  better!  The  Quickshot  2 replaces 
the  stock  accelerator  pump  cover  on  your  four-popper’s 
carburettor  and  improves  low-end  performance  and 
throttle  response  while  reducing  hot  engine  stalling, 
hesitation  and  bog.  It  simply  bolts  on  in  minutes  and 
could  well  be  the  best  sub-£75  four-stroke  performance 
product  on  the  market  today. 

Price:  £73.99 

Supplier:  apico.co.uk 


Although  Toni  Bou  may  have  moved  on  to  pastures  new 
his  memory  at  Hebo  lives  on  thanks  to  this  super  stylish 
replica  trials  helmet. 

Price:  £79.99 
Supplier:  apico.co.uk 


Haaim 

Race  wheels 

Haan  Wheels  are  the  wheel  of 
choice  for  top  riders  including  Christophe 
Pourcel,  Billy  MacKenzie,  Tom  Church  and 
Shaun  Simpson.  The  wheels  are  constructed 
using  Excel  rims  laced  to  Haan  hubs  which  are 
CNC  machined  from  high  quality  billet 
aluminium  (6082)  and  delivered  complete  with 
A-quality  bearings,  seals  and  spacers. 
The  spacers  even  have  a special  coating  to 
achieve  a longer  lifetime  and  the  hubs  are 
available  in  green,  silver,  gold,  titanium, 
red,  orange,  blue  or  black. 
Haan  wheels  are  available  now  from  Hardcore 
Racing  for  all  bikes  from  85cc  upwards.  Yay! 

Price:  £585 
Supplier:  mxpower.org.uk 


N- Style 

Pro  Circuit  Monster 
Kawasaki  team 
graphics 

Pro  Circuit  Monster  Kawasaki  are  currently  the 
#1  Lites  team  in  the  USA  and  are  historically 
the  winningest  Lites  class  team  in  AMA 
history.  And  if  you  wanna  crash  in  on  their 
success  you  could  do  a lot  worse  than 
purchase  a set  of  these  stunning  team 
graphics  for  your  KXF. 

Price:  £135 

Supplier:  pro-circuit-racing,  co.  uk 

□ 1 283  500450 
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Evoke  Concepts 

Pre-printed  backgrounds 

DBR’s  favourite  West  Midlands-based  custom  graphics 
company  Evoke  Concepts  are  now  fully  able  to  design  and 
print  awesome  looking  pre-printed  backgrounds  to  your 
own  specifications.  Evoke  Concepts  have  already  supplied 
top-notch  graphics  to  the  Twisted-7  Kawasaki  team, 
privateer  Glen  Phillips,  Team  DBR  and  Smurf! 

And  if  you’re  super  serious  about  safety  and  you’ve 
already  splashed  out  on  a Leatt-Brace  then  Baggy  at 
Evoke  has  just  the  thing  for  you  - these  custom  brace 
kits!  That’s  right,  you  can  get  your  name,  number  or 
even  a picture  of  your  precious  pet  printed  on  some 
super  sticky  Leatt-Brace  shaped  stickers  from 
Evoke  Concepts  now! 

Price:  Pre-printed  backgrounds  from  £25 
Leatt-Brace  decal  kits  £15 
Supplier:  evoke-concepts.com 

□7940  21 D235 
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Words  and  photos  by  Sutty 

A WISE  man  once  wrote  ‘freestyle  motocross 
riders  are  nothing  more  than  tattooed  jump 
monkeys  in  shorts  and  vests’*  And  if  you  looked 
back  10  years  or  so  ago  at  the  baggy  pant 
wearing,  Jack  n’  Coke  drinking,  dirt  bike  riding 
jackasses  who  made  freestyle  cool  in  the  first 
place  you'd  probably  be  forced  to  agree.  But  that 
was  a long  time  before  freestyle  motocross 
became  the  freestyle  motocross  that  has  become 
freestyle  motocross. 


From  low-budget  beginnings  in  the  hills,  dunes 
id  desert  plains  of  America,  freestyle  motocross 
is  transformed  from  backyard  sport  to  big 
jsiness  in  a relatively  short  amount  of  tim®; 
ate  in  the  summer  of  ’98  American  cable  TV 

Dmpany  ESPN  picked  up  on  the  hype 

grounding  the  newly  formed  IFMA  Triple  Crown 
sries  and  one  year  later  broadcast  the  relatively 
ew  sport  of  Moto  X Freestyle  to  over  100  million 
nmes  as  oart  of  their  X Games  coverage. 
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For  more  nuggets  of  wisdom  from  the  user  known  as  Relic  log  on  to  www.mxtrax.co.uk 


P030-35  X-Fighters  - SL  7/6/07  2:22  pm  Page  32 


a a> 


■s  J2 

O)  <u 


S 

Ba£  l 


SiSTU 


a 


■i. . 

I 

J 


Swatch  * 


From  there  things  snowballed.  The  freestyle 
motocross  competitions  at  the  X,  Winter-X  and 
Gravity  Games  all  took  America  and  the  rest  of 
the  world  by  storm  and  as  the  sport  continued  to 
grow  in  size  so  did  the  financial  stakes  and  the 
danger  aspect  for  the  riders. 

There  was  a time  when  throwing  out  relatively 
easy  and  harmless  tricks  such  as  a big  whip, 
heel-clicker,  Nac  Nac  and  a Superman  seat  grab 
were  enough  to  send  you  home  with  the  win,  the 
chick,  a bottle  of  sparkling  wine  and  a cheque  for 
lOGs.  Now,  unless  you  know  you  can  do  all  those 
tricks  and  more  upside-down  then  you  may  as 
well  stay  home.  And  if  an  athlete  is  not  100  per 
cent  committed  or  only  thinks  he  can  pull  off 
those  tricks  then  the  potential  consequences 
don’t  bear  thinking  about. 

Freestyle  motocross  is  now  at  a place  where 
there’s  way  more  on  the  line  than  simply  winning 
or  losing.  One  small  mistake  by  any  of  its  top-line 
athletes  could  mean  that  the  most  extreme  move 
they’ll  have  to  pull  in  the  future  is  dodging  dog  dirt 
and  doleys  as  they  steer  their  electric  wheelchair 


/ 
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to  the  benefits  office.  Freestyle  has  become 
seriously  serious  stuff  and  in  the  process  has 
bred  some  seriously  serious  athletes. 

This  year  the  Red  Bull  X-Fighters  brings  the 
most  serious  of  seriously  talented  freestyle 
motocross  riders  together  for  a four-stop 
international  tour  of  events  in  Mexico  City,  Dublin, 
Moscow  and  Madrid.  The  line-up  for  the  Slane 
Castle  stop  of  the  tour  is  full  of  them  - 10 
athletes  with  an  average  age  of  25,  every  one  of 
them  willing  to  put  it  all  on  the  line  for  a big  piece 
of  X-Fighters  glory. 

To  get  an  invite  to  the  X-Fighters  is  a huge 
accomplishment  in  itself  and  there  is  no  short  cut 
or  easy  way  to  get  one.  Every  one  of  the  riders 
present  in  Dublin  is  a badass  and  each  has  paid 
their  dues  to  get  where  they  are  today  with 
knackered  knees,  shady  shoulders  and 
concurrent  concussions.  It  seems  that  having  the 
talent  and  aptitude  to  go  far  in  freestyle  comes 
with  a hefty  price. 

Take  Travis  Pastrana  for  instance.  Behind  his 
festive  funboy  facade  lies  a super  serious 
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Ronnie  Renner  - that’s 
Mr  Whippy  to  you! 
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competitor  who’ll  spend  week  upon  week  in  the  foam  pit  perfecting  a 
new  trick  before  taking  it  to  the  dirt.  But  despite  only  being  23  years 
old  Travis  is  old-school  enough  to  remember  the  times  before  foam 
pits.  “The  foam  pits  are  good  because  you  can  try  stuff  in  virtual  safety 
whereas  before  you  knew  that  learning  a new  trick  could  be  a very 
painful  process  - you  just  had  to  huck  yourself  and  see  what  happens. 

“It’s  opened  up  so  many  possibilities  but  at  the  same  time  has  also 
shown  us  exactly  how  much  we’re  gonna  crash  on  that  trick.  But  if  you 
can  do  it  just  once  you  can  convince  yourself  you’ve  got  that  trick.” 

At  Slane  there  are  no  welcoming  foam  pits  to  land  in,  only  hard  dirt 
landings  - and  one  harder-than-dirt  steel  and  wood  mobile  landing  - 
meaning  you  have  to  stick  the  trick  for  real  or  you  get  stuck  in  an 
ambulance.  The  course  is  actually  something  very  special.  A huge  and 
carefully  constructed  dirt  play-park  that  features  eight  ramp-to-dirt  hits, 
a huge  dirt-to-dirt  step-up,  one  massive  quarter  pipe  and  then  the 
mobile  landing  that’s  situated  high  on  the  hill  slap  bang  in  front  of  the 
222-year-old  castle  on  the  gravel  drive. 

While  the  exciting  course  offers  endless  ways  in  which  a rider  can 
r , potentially  make  their  90-second  runs  work,  Red  Bull  throw  a spanner 

!in  the  works  by  dictating  that  riders  must  include  at  least  one  jump 
over  the  mobile  landing  in  their  run.  It’s  a cool  jump  and  all  but  making 
a freestyler  do  something  purely  because  of  corporate  interests 
blatantly  stinks  and  is  the  exact  opposite  of  what  freestyle  motocross 
is  meant  to  be  about. 

The  X-Fighters  events  actually  do  appear  to  be  more  of  a Red  Bull 
M marketing  exercise  than  the  spectacular  sporting  event  they’re 
perceived  to  be  - think  a highly  expensive  advert  that’s  broadcast 
worldwide  to  over  60  million  members  of  Red  Bull’s  target  audience, 

all  in  the  name  of  sport. 
Admittedly  cunning  stuff 
- rant  over! 

The  format  for  the 
contest  is  simple 
enough  with  filmed 
prelims  run  the  evening 
prior  to  the  actual  event 
creating  six  seeded 
riders  - Travis 
Pastrana,  Dany  Torres, 


O- 
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Romain  Izzo  slips  a cordova 
flip  into  his  routine 


Mat  Rebaud  takes  second  after 
some  controversial  judging  sees 
him  progress  into  the  final 
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Mat  Rebaud,  Romain  Izzo,  Jeremy  Lusk  and 
Eigo  Sato.  The  remaining  four  - Ronnie 
Renner,  Busty  Wolter,  Alvaro  Del  Farro  and 
Charles  Pages  - pair  up  and  go  head-to-head 
to  decide  which  two  will  join  the  seeded  six  for 
the  quarters.  And  that’s  when  things  start  to 
heat  up... 

With  Wolter  and  Del  Farro  knocked  out  in 
round  one  it’s  Sato,  Izzo,  Pages  and  Renner  - 


who’s  struggling  more  than  most  with  the 
horrible  lighting  - who  join  them  at  the  sidelines 
after  round  two  meaning  it’s  Torres  V Rebaud 
and  Lusk  V Pastrana  in  the  semis. 

It’s  raining  by  the  time  the  semis  start  but 
that  doesn’t  stop  either  Torres  - who  won  round 
one  of  the  X-Fighters  tour  in  Mexico  - or 
Rebaud  from  throwing  down  awesome  runs. 
Apparently  all  the  judges  bar  Lord  Henry  Mount 
Charles  - Slane  Castle’s  owner  - fall  asleep 
during  Torres’  run  and  follow  the  already 
controversial  style  judge  Matt  Bates’  lead  in 
naming  Rebaud  as  the  winner  of  the  round 
even  though  Dany’s  run  is  clearly  the  better  of 
the  two.  Boo! 

The  second  semi  is  only  ever  gonna  go  one 
way  and  not  even  the  increasingly  heavy  rain 
can  stop  Pastrana  from  tearing  it  up  Travis  style 
- that’s  Travis  the  FMX  legend  and  not  the 
jockrock  band  who  probably  aren’t  capable  of 


v**  it  tt  1 

even  tearing  open  a packet  of  Jammie 
Dodgers. 

As  badass  as  Mulisha  rider  Jeremy  Lusk  is 
there’s  no  way  he’s  ever  gonna  beat  Travis 
tonight  and  not  even  the  judges  could  get  it  so 
wrong  twice  in  a row  could  they?  Nope!  Five 
votes  for  TP  send  Pastrana  to  the  final  and 
Lusk  to  the  third  place  play-off. 

Except  that  - or  the  final  - never  actually 
happens  as  the  rain  gets  heavier  but  luckily 
Downpatrick-based  band  Ash  are  there  to  keep 
the  35,000-strong  crowd  occupied  by  playing  a 
killer  live  set.  And  seeing  as  Red  Bull  have  got 
enough  footage  for  their  TV  programme  in  the 
can  they  name  Travis  the  winner,  let  off  some 
fireworks  and  look  forward  to  more  clement 
weather  in  Moscow  for  round  three! 

I For  more  pics  from  Slane  Castle 
hook  up  to  the  gallery  at 
www.  dirtbikerider.  com 

dintbikerider  35 


GfcSTU 


e 


^bhv  mr 
aa  ar 


tidl  — 

**  m m* 


r 2 m m 


m 


urn 


tcc  ui  hr  mm  ims  mtm  m ; 
www.mtMaicPcvcKs.cimK 


PLEASE  CALL 
FGR  DETAILS!!! 

blackhorse 

MMlwni  «WH 


® £CALL? 


£CALL 


iMieaoL^ 
APULHCLE  AS*) 


eMfeftLNX 

Dn.ftvui 

£ASK? 


Telephone : 01782  338700 


i Mmm 


ilk 


Email ■ sales@dkoffroad.co.uk 
www.dkmotorcycles.co.uk 

Swift  House,  LtverpoDl  Road  (A34),  Newcastle  Under  Lyme,  Staffs  ST5  9JU 


YAMAHA  WR250F  07 


£4499 


YAMAHA  WR450F  07 

£4799 


K flEASEGW. 
“ FOR  DETAIL£!!< 

blackhorse 


USED  STOCK 


THIS  IS  JUST  A SMALL  SELECTION  WE  HAVE  OVER  2GQ  IN  STOCK 


w 

DB 

4^01 

OOP 

n's 

na 

■ * bu  ;/u 

4Hp 

ra 

dHUJ'-HI 

-£N> 

□ra 

™ 

■■1 

DMI 

n 

dnuui 

* 

4 w rat 

w mm  pg  -wm 

kww  *m  d l*  ormtrm 

HUH  CUB  H AMD* 


MB  rr# 

■"¥  7Q9  P®  riHOIEHP 

n oh  mu  diwiiw 


«3M 

Eta 

HP 

411 JU 

M 

.'.IN ULritf 

nma 

■w 

B 

■'  -™  r" 

■yni 

riMW 

sc  Mi  m ms  mmm  ijm  m* 
HnmjunmiBBM 


PLEASE  CALL 
F0RDEMS!!! 

blackhorse 


£CAUL  FOR  DETAILS 


\ ^ Jk 

^r-  1 -*  i 

^■1  ■ LAZER  yJ 

Kawasaki  ) 

BPj^fc^SC—  At  . ■ ■-  -e.  Tl -iiiri  CrC-rrt  ■■" 

w 5IKi  . 

£CALLR]R  DETAILS  % 

«n^B^ y ■BilgsEiiB 

,-^H 

■«i-  B 

■ Iff-,'-  r'  rjPPIHHHBH 

Z\  r 

■F- 

■ l J k 

10 

P038-045  - Noble-SL  22/5/07  3:34  pm  Page  38 


Not  so  long  ago  lames  Noble  was  one  of 
the  bright  young  things  of  British  MX 
until  a poor  2006  season  took  the  shine 
off  his  potential  - but  now  a new  deal 
with  Multitek  Honda  has  seen  him  start 
to  sparkle  again... 

Words  and  photos  by  Alex  Hodgkinson 
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Noble  on  Whitby 

Home,  James! 


“I  do  enjoy  a more  technical  track.  I don’t  like  it  flat-out, 
wide-open  but  the  Whitby  track  also  encourages  me  to 
improve  my  technique.  There  are  some  big  jumps  where 
you  have  to  get  the  landing  right  to  set  yourself  up  for 
the  next  corner  and  there’s  a few  rhythm  sections. 

“I’ve  always  been  a big  bike  rider  since  I got  on  the 
380  straight  off  a 125  out  of  the  schoolboys  but  I don’t 
mind  long,  rolling  whoops  and  it  gets  rutty  at  our  track  so 
there’s  plenty  of  lines.  ’’ 


WHEN  NOMINATIONS  go  in  for  the  most 
improved  GP  rider  of  the  year,  James  Noble 
has  to  be  at  the  top  of  the  list  thanks  to  his 
sensational  form  since  joining  Trevor  Avery’s 
Multitek  team  last  winter. 

The  Whitby  Warrior,  a seasoned  campaigner 
on  the  world  stage  since  2001,  has  been  a 
regular  big  bike  points  scorer  from  day  one  but 
it  has  taken  him  six  years  to  move  his  career 
significantly  forward  from  that  initial  impact. 

From  virtual  unknown  to  best  Brit  in 
qualifying  at  the  ill-fated  Foxhill  farewell  in  Y2K, 
James  didn’t  even  rank  a start  with  Dorna  when 
the  triple-headers  kicked  off  in  2001.  But  his 
resolve  to  earn  a GP  start  with  a string  of 
podiums  and  even  a win  in  that  year’s  Euro 
series  paid  dividends  and  since  his  initial  string 
of  GP  scoring  rides  James  has  been  an 
indelible  part  of  the  world  scene. 

The  following  season  saw  the  breakthrough 
into  the  top  10  but  then  the  numbers  game 
stagnated.  “I  think  I did  progress  in  2003  but 
that  was  the  year  when  the  250  and  500 
classes  effectively  combined  into  one  group 
and  there  were  so  many  good  lads  in  there  - 
twice  as  many  as  before  - so  my  ranking  stayed 
the  same.” 

Then,  after  consolidation  despite  injury 
hiccups  in  the  following  years,  doubts  were 
expressed  in  2006  if  James  could  make  the 
next  step  after  a truly  lacklustre  campaign.  So 
what  has  turned  it  all  around? 

“It’s  hard  to  put  a finger  on  it,  sort  of  last 
year  it  went  wrong  at  RWJ  and  I lost  a complete 
year.  This  year  new  team,  new  motivation  and 


’06  was  so  bad  I was  determined  to  put  things 
right  and  move  up  a step  this  year.  There’s  just 
me  on  the  team  at  Multitek,  everything  revolves 
around  me.  And  everything  is  so  particular, 
nothing  left  to  chance. 

“Steve  [mechanic  Payne]  will  watch  me 
riding  and  tell  me  if  I am  not  as  fast  as 
someone  else  at  certain  parts  of  the  track. 

And  when  Trevor  comes  to  a race  and  sees 
somewhere  where  I’m  slower  and  he  thinks  it 
could  be  down  to  the  bike,  he’ll  go  home  and 
work  on  putting  it  right. 

“Things  like  making  the  bike  different  for  the 
starts.  My  starts  have  never  been  good  so  they 
made  different  maps  on  the  ignition  just  for  the 
start.  It  was  a matter  of  identifying  the  problems 
and  trying  to  solve  them.  I can  get  one  map  on 
the  ignition  for  the  starts  and  then  flick  it  over  to 
the  racing  map  using  a switch  on  the  bars.  We 
used  that  for  the  concrete  start  at  Canada 
Heights,  though  now  I’ve  got  more  confidence 
on  my  starts  we’ve  gone  back  to  a single  map 
for  both. 

“It  depends  on  the  conditions  of  the  start, 
the  conditions  of  the  track  and  the  option  is 
available  to  me  whenever  I want  it.  And  I 
haven’t  been  out  of  the  top  10  off  the  start  all 
year.  That  sort  of  thing  just  wasn’t  happening  at 
RWJ,  especially  last  year.  Everyone  was  getting 
depressed,  everyone  just  seeing  the  season  out 
in  the  end.” 

And  the  newly  encountered  enthusiasm  at 
Multitek  has  inspired  more  advances.  “Steve’s 
sound.  He  can  do  everything  - suspension,  the 
engine,  everything.  He  knows  the  bike  inside 


out.  And  he  helps  me  a lot.  I didn’t  know 
enough  about  the  suspension  or  the  engine  but 
Steve  is  explaining  to  me  what  he  is  doing  and  I 
am  learning.  And  he  has  a good  temperament, 
quite  mellow,  just  gets  on  with  his  job,  gets  it 
done  and  gets  it  done  well. 

“Trevor  too  is  not  afraid  to  tell  me  where  he 
thinks  I am  slow  but  he  will  not  leave  it  at  that, 
he  will  suggest  a solution.  But  the  big  thing  is 
that  Trevor  is  an  enthusiast,  he  just  loves 
motocross  and  that  is  why  he  does  what  he 
does,  for  the  love  of  the  sport.” 

Such  enthusiasm  is  contagious  and  James 
can  identify  the  impact  on  his  own  input.  “I’ve 
always  struggled  in  the  early  laps  of  a race  so 
I’ve  changed  my  training  now  to  just  15-minute 
sprints.  I still  ride  45  at  a time  but  I ride  15 
flat-out,  do  another  start  and  another  15-minute 
sprint  and  then,  bang,  another  one.  I’m  still 
doing  my  moto  lengths  but  I’m  doing  more 
starts  and  keeping  it  on.” 

A smooth  style,  too  smooth  said  many,  has 
also  possibly  stood  in  James’  way.  “I’ve  been 
working  on  my  style  and  aggression  during  the 
winter  but  on  a 450  you  have  to  find  a happy 
medium.  Too  aggressive  and  you’ll  end  up  on 
the  floor  in  a heap! 

“I  still  ride  smooth  and  tidy  and  I’m  still 
struggling  in  qualification  when  the  track  is  too 
easy  and  it’s  just  a matter  of  hanging  it  out.  But 
I believe  in  myself  more  now  - my  confidence  is 
starting  to  build,  particularly  after  running  so 
well  in  Portugal  and  Italy.  People  can  tell  you 
you  have  the  talent  to  do  this  and  that  but  in  the 
end  it’s  having  that  belief  in  yourself. 
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Payne  on  Noble 

Technical  teacher 

“Different  to  last  year,  different  to  Pascal 
[Leuret].  That’s  an  understatement!  Such  a 
nice  guy,  easy  to  work  with,  he  opens  up  a 
lot  once  you  get  to  know  him  and  I’m 
enjoying  life  again.  Probably  one  of  his 
downsides  from  my  take  is  that  he  doesn’t 
have  the  experience  for  changing  the  bike. 

“We  have  to  start  with  a blank  piece  of 
paper  showing  him  the  differences  in 
suspension,  the  engine  and  then  he  can  find 
what  he  likes  and  his  preference.  I had  the 
idea  for  the  twin  map  ignition  last  year  and 
we  tried  it  at  Canada  Heights  because  of  the 
concrete  start.  It’s  in  the  van  and  I can  fit  it 
in  about  10  minutes  any  time  James  wants 
to  use  it.  ” 
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There’s  a new  optimism  in  the 
Noble  camp  since  his  team  switch. 
“Everything  is  possible  with  the 
set-up  I have  now  at  Multitek...” 


Antonio  Cairoli  jj 
■ World  Champion  fr 

L MX2  J 


Follow  the  2G07  MX2  World  Champion  and  race  the  blue  Yamaha  YZ250F...  or  you  could 
choose  the  limited  edition  version  in  white!  Either  way,  Yamaha  have  a range  of  race  bikes 
that  continue  to  set  performance  standards,  year  after  year. 

To  find  out  more,  request  a brochure  or  locate  your  nearest  Authorised  Yamaha 
off-road  dealer,  visit  our  website.  Dominate  the  competition,  just  like 

Antonio  Cairoli  did  in  2007!  ^ , 


MALI  A 


www,yamaha-motorxo.uk 


I'fnu'hinfj  Ycnir.  I h’drt 
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“Motocross  is  a lot  about  confidence  and  at 
the  back  end  of  last  year  at  RWJ  I was  just 
riding  round.  Everyone  knew  RWJ  was  going 
tits  up  and  the  whole  thing  was  just  drilling  me 
into  the  ground.  It  already  started  in  ’05  and  I 
should  have  got  out  then  but  Colin  [Reed] 
convinced  me  that  it  was  going  to  be  all  right. 

But  the  finance  just  wasn’t  there. 

“By  the  time  it  got  to  August  and  September 
it  was  just  hard  work  and  I was  just  going 
through  the  motions.  I would  have  loved  to  race 
for  Britain  at  Matterley  but  I could  accept  the 
decision  to  drop  me.  I didn’t  deserve  to  be 
picked  the  way  I was  riding.” 

With  his  will  to  race  - let  alone  win  - 
hanging  by  a thread,  salvation  lay  with  Trevor 
Avery  and  his  Multitek  outfit.  “My  brother  John 
got  talking  to  Trevor  first  and  looking  around  the 
paddock  at  teams  which  could  be  available  to 
me  we  felt  Trevor  was  the  best  way  for  me  to 
go.  And  my  results  this  year  have  proved  we 
were  right. 

“And  add  to  that  the  belief  which  my 
personal  sponsors  had  in  me.  Martin  and  Karen 
Oldham  of  White  Rose  Leisure  Park,  Mathew 
Robinson  of  Road  Planing  Services  and  Reg  of 
RJS  Builders  have  all  stuck  by  me.  I now  have 
the  confidence  that  I can  take  it  further  - more 
confidence  in  the  bike,  more  confidence  in 
myself.  I go  out  practising  now  and  try  to  focus 
on  my  weak  points,  pushing  and  pushing. 

“I  think  everyone  has  upped  their  game  this 
year  with  Stefan  gone.  There  are  so  many  good 
riders  in  MX1  and  everyone  is  pushing  that 
much  harder,  it’s  a really  competitive  class.  But 
I’m  getting  the  starts  and  I’m  getting  used  to 
running  nearer  the  front  so  I’m  riding  loose  from 
the  start  and  being  able  to  push  for  the  first  four 
or  five  laps  whereas  before  I was  struggling  in 
the  pack.  Before  I was  riding  at  a speed  I could 
keep  up  all  day  but  now  I’m  pushing  at  a speed 
I can  maintain  flat-out  for  45  minutes.” 

Already  established  well  inside  the  top  10 
and  right  up  there  among  the  factory  boys, 
James  is  showing  no  complacency.  “Everything 
is  possible  with  the  set-up  I have  now  at 
Multitek.  Trevor  and  Steve  do  a cracking  bike 
- as  good  as  anything  out  there  - and  if  I do  ■ 
my  job  too  everything  is  possible!”  1 


Avery  on  Noble 

Best  of  British 

Why  did  you  sign  James,  Trev?  “Because  he’s  the  best  English  rider,  simple  as  that. 

I think  the  possibilities  are  endless,  his  fitness  level  is  exceptional,  he’s  just  a terrific 
replacement  for  Paul  [Cooper]  and  if  he  works  on  his  techniques  I don’t  think  there 
are  any  boundaries  to  where  he  can  go.  He’s  addressed  his  starts,  he’s  working  on 
his  style,  he’s  working  real  good  with  the  bike  and  he’s  a bloody  nice  bloke. 

“I  think  the  stagnation  which  there  has  been  in  his  career  the  last  couple  of  years 
was  because  of  what  was  happening  around  him  and  that  is  starting  to  change  now. 
It’s  not  going  to  happen  instantly  but  it  is  changing.  His  attitude  is  fantastic  - you’re 
not  going  to  get  anyone  with  a better  attitude,  end  of  story.  He  fits  into  the  team 
perfectly  and  it’s  the  happiest  the  team  has  been  for  years.  I’m  comfortable  with  that.” 

What  do  you  get  out  of  the  team?  “A  hole  in  my  pocket  - a whopping  great  hole  - 
but  I’m  looking  forward  to  some  good  results  which  will  make  it  all  worthwhile.  At  the 
end  of  the  day  we  are  supporting  somebody  British  to  compete  at  the  highest  level  of 
the  sport  with  the  best  equipment  we  can  put  him  on  and  that  makes  me  proud.  ” 
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G 650  Xchallenge 


G650Xcountry 


Get  your  kicks. 


The  new  650cc  single  cylinder  G-Series  bikes  revive  your  thrill-seeking  spirit.  The  Xchallenge  offers  the  power-to-weight  for  exhilarating 
off-roading.TheXcountry  remasters  the  crossover  scrambling  concept  for  all-round  capability.  And  theXmoto  casts  a supermoto  spell 
over  the  city  streets  with  aggressive  agile  design.  Light  (1 44  - 1 48  kg  dry)  and  powerful  (53  hp  at  7,000  rpm),  the  G-Series  range 
reignites  the  ‘first  time’  feeling  in  any  rider.  And  with  Select  finance,  you  have  the  flexibility  to  match  any  BMW  to  your  budget. 

Book  a test  ride  today,  call  0800  777155  or  visit  www.bmw-motorrad.com/g650x 

All  finance  is  subject  to  status  and  available  to  over  1 8s  in  the  UK  only  (excluding  the  Channel  Islands). 

Guarantees  and  indemnities  maybe  required.  We  can  arrange  finance  and  hiring  facilities  foryou. 


BMW  Motorrad 


G 650  X Series 


The  Ultimate 
Riding  Machine 
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ISO  9002 

QUALITY  CERTIFIED 


Vee  Rubber  introduce  their 
3rd  Generation  MX-Pro  tyres 
proving  once  again  that 
high  performance  doesn't 
have  to  mean  high  prices 


250-10  VRM140F 
250-10  VRM1 74 
275-10  VRM271 
250-12  VRM270 
300-12  VRM174 
80/100-12  VRM140R 
410x14  VRM109R 
60/100-14  VRM272 
80/100-14  VRM140R 
90/100x16  VRM140R 
70/100-17  VRM140F 
450x17  VRM109R 
400x18  VRM109R 
450x18  VRM109R 
100/100-18  VRM140R 
100/100-18  VRM229 
110/100-18  VRM140R 
110/100-18  VRM229 
120/100-18  VRM140R 
70/100x19  VRM140F 
100/90-19  VRM140R 
100/90-19  VRM229 
110/90-19  VRM140R 
110/90-19  VRM229 
120/90-19  VRM140R 
90/100-20  VRM240 
300x21  VRM109F 
80/100x21  VRM140F 
80/100x21  VRM229 


90/90x21  VRM211  54R  3 

120/90x18  VRM 211  65R  3 

140/80x18  VRM211  70R  3 

COMPETITION  TRIALS  TYRES 

350x17  VRM308  54L  3 

400x18  VRM308  64L  3 

250x19  VRM308  41 L 3 

275x21  VRM308  45L  3 

PRICES  EXCLUDE  VAT 


• 6-Ply  tyres  at  4-Ply  prices 


• Complete  sizes  for  pee-wee 
through  to  600  MX  bikes 


• Tested  and  approved  by 
professional  racers! 


Distributed  in  the  UK  & Ireland 
by  Bike  Alert  pic,  London 


somewhat  disastrous  visit  to  the  for  last  year’s  adventure 
sports  bonanza  the  UK’s  biggest  extreme  sports  festival  - - returns 

to  its  spiritual  home  of  the  and  West  Showground  near 

for  the  2007  edition  that  runs  from  . And  because  is 


heading  back  to  the  great  outdoors,  festival  visitors  can  soak  up  the 
summer  sun  as  well  as  all  the  best  in  freesports  action.  Yaaaaay! 

M will  be  a weekend  to  remember  as  the  best  ^^J^SSand 
athletes  will  be  competing  flat-out  to  be  champion  in  their  chosen 
discipline.  And  if  that’s  not  enough  to  entice  you  to  then  maybe 

the  promise  of  a free  to  ride  public  street  course,  action  sports  and 
live  stage  presentations  featurinj;J^^^^^^p§nd  theE^^^fflj  will! 


While  tickets  for  the  event  are  available  to  buy  by  logging  on  to  the 
event’s  official  website  you  can  save  yourself  a 

chunk  of  cash  by  entering  our  competition  to  win  one  of  two  pairs  of 
M weekend  tickets  thanks  to  our  bestest  buddies 
All  you  have  to  do  to  be  in  with  a shout  of  winning  a pair  is  log  on  to  the 


best  website  in  the  world  - that’s  - and  answer 

this  simple  question. 


How  many  days  does  the 


NASS 


festival  last?  Is  it: 


Twelvety 

Juan  Pablo  Montoya 


When  you  think  you  know  the  answer  log  on  to  www.dirtbikerider.com 
or  send  it  to  us  (along  with  your  name,  address  and  a daytime  telephone 
number)  here  - 

The  first  two  correct  entries  picked 
randomly  after  the  closing  date  on  will  win  a pair  of  Rushzone  tickets 
while  two  random  runners-up  will  each  receive  a goodie  bag. 


wwwdirtfoiketkler.com 

News  I Events  I Results  I Rider  Profiles  I TV  Guide  I Galleries  I Press  Releases  and  much  more.. 
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UP  TO  A MASSIVE  30%  OFF  CLEARANCE  BOOTS  & HELMETS 


LAZER  MX  7 HOTROD  HELMET 

Colour:  Red  Adult  Sizes:  XS,M,L,XL  (one  of  each),  Colour:  Gold  Adult  Sizes: 
XS,M,L,XL  (one  of  each),  Colour:  Silver  Adult  Sizes:  XS,S,XL  (one  of  each) 

NOW  £135.99  was  £169.99 


LAZER  MX  7 CARBON  HELMET 

Adult  Sizes:  S,M,L  (one  of  each) 
Colours:  Carbon 

NOW  £199.99  was  £249.99 


M2R  YAMAHA  OF  TROY  HELMET 

Adult  Sizes:  XS  (xl),M  (x2) 
(one  of  each) 

NOW  £111.99  was  £159.99 


BERIK  RC  PRO  BOOTS 

Sizes:  UK  7,11,12  (one  of  each  size) 
Colours:  Stars  & Stripes 

NOW  £174.99  was  £249.99 


ALPINESTARS  TECH  6 BOOTS 

Sizes:  UK  9,11  (one  of  each  size) 
Colours:  Black 

NOW  £159.99  was  £199.99 


OXTAR  SPACE  BOOTS 

Sizes:  UK  8,9,9  Vi,  10  V2,ll 
Colours:  White  (one  of  each  size) 

NOW  £79.99  was  £99.99 


BERIK  RC  PRO  BOOTS 

Sizes:  UK  6,9  (one  of  each  size) 
Colours:  Black 

NOW  £174.99  was  £249.99 


ALPINESTARS  TECH  6 BOOTS 

Sizes:  UK  8,10  (one  of  each  size) 
Colours:  White 

NOW  £159.99  was  £199.99 


OXTAR  SPACE  BOOTS 

Sizes:  UK  8,9,12 

Colours:  Black  (one  of  each  size) 

NOW  £79.99  was  £99.99 


BERIK  RC  PRO  BOOTS 

Sizes:  UK  10  (one  of  size) 
Colours:  White 

NOW  £174.99  was  £249.99 


ALPINESTARS  TECH  10  BOOTS 

Sizes/Colours:  Red  UK  11 
Black  UK  7 (one  of  each  size) 

NOW  £247.99  was  £309.99 


LAZER  MX  7 SOLID  SILVER  HELMET 

Size:  XS,S,M,L,XL  (one  of  each) 
Colours:  Silver 

NOW  £127.99  was  £159.99 


OXTAR  TCX  PRO  BOOTS 

Sizes:  UK  9,9  V2,  10  V2,ll 
Colours:  White  (one  of  each  size) 

NOW  £179.99  was  £224.99 


BERIK  OVS  BOOTS 

Sizes:  UK  8,11  (one  of  each  size) 
Colours:  White 

NOW  £139.99  was  £199.99 


ALPINESTARS  TECH  10  BOOTS 

Sizes:  UK  9 

Colours:  Silver/Red  (one  of  size) 

NOW  £247.99  was  £309.99 


THOR  CHAD  REED  REPLICA  HELMET 

Adult  Size:  S (xl),  M (x2) 
Colours:  Reed  Replica  Ltd  Edition 

NOW  £159.99  was  £199.99 


OXTAR  TCX  PRO  BOOTS 

Sizes:  UK  9,10  V2,ll 
Colours:  Silver  (one  of  each  size) 

NOW  £179.99  was  £224.99 


BERIK  OVS  BOOTS 

Sizes:  UK  9,10,11,12 
Colours:  Black  (one  of  each  size) 

NOW  £139.99  was  £199.99 


FOX  F3  BOOTS 

Sizes:  UK  11  in  Red 

UK  8 in  Silver  (one  of  each  size) 

NOW  £179.99  was  £224.99 


KIDS  SUMMER  SALE  WITH  UP  TO  A MASSIVE  30%  OFF 


KIDS  RST  BOOTS 

Sizes:  UK  11,12,2,3,4 

(one  of  each  size)  Colours:  Black 

NOW  £39.95  was  £49.95 


KIDS  M2R  YAMAHA  OF  TROY 
REPLICA  HELMET 

Kids  Sizes:  KL,KXL  (one  of  each  size) 
NOW  £87.49  was  £124.99 


KIDS  BERIK  CONTENDER  BOOTS 

Sizes:  UK  4,5 

(one  of  each  size)  Colours:  White 

NOW  £63.99  was  £79.99 


KIDS  THOR  QUADRANT  BOOTS 

Sizes:  UK  3 (one  of  size) 
Colours:  Black 

NOW  £41.99  was  £59.99 


KIDS  ALPINESTARS  T6  BOOTS 

Sizes:  UK  4 Black/Red  (one  of  size) 
Sizes:  UK  5 Black  (one  of  size) 
NOW  £95.95  was  £119.95 


KIDS  THOR  YT20  BOOTS 

Sizes:  UK  2 (one  of  size) 
Colours:  Black 

NOW  £69.99  was  £99.99 


KIDS  FOX  FORMA  PRO  JUNIOR  BOOTS 

Sizes:  UK  3 (one  of  size) 
Colours:  Titanium 

NOW  £119.99  was  £83.99 


KIDS  THOR  T30  BOOTS 

Sizes:  UK  3,4  (one  of  size) 
Colours:  Black 

NOW  £62.99  was  £89.99 


KIDS  FOX  TRACKER  BOOTS 

Sizes:  UK  4 (one  of  size) 
Colours:  Black 

NOW  £75.99  was  £94.99 


KIDS  FOX  TRACKER  BOOTS 

Sizes:  UK  1,2, 4, 5 (one  of  each  size) 
Colours:  Black/Silver 

NOW  £75.99  was  £94.99 


ijitfl!3  PHONE  3870  264  1 234  BUY  ONLINE  AT  WWW.RIDEMX.COM 


VISIT  RIDE  MX: 

UNIT  13  WESTERN  ROAD  INDUSTRIAL  ESTATE 
STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
WARWICKSHIRE  CV37  OAH 

0870  264  1234 


SUMMER  CASUALWEAR  AVAILABLE  AT  WWW.RIDEMX.COM 


FOX  RC  BLITZ  VERTIGO  JERSEY  (LTD  EDITION]  FOX  ENCORE  MAIN  GOGGLE 

Adult  Sizes:  M,L,XL  Adult  Sizes:  One  Size 

Colours:  Orange  £29.99  part#:  30-184 

£38.99  part#:  02018 


FOX  FUBAR  T-SHIRT 

Adult  Sizes:  M,L,XL 
Colours:  Black,  Stone 
£20.00  part#:  49342 


FOX  GIRLS  MISSION  HOODY 

Adult  Sizes:  S,M,L 
Colours:  Dark  Sage 
£45.00  part#:  55203 


LAZER  EVERTS  HELMET  (LTD  EDITION] 

Adult  Sizes:  S,M,L 
Colours:  White/Gold 
£249.99  part#:  LZR-MX7LEG 


FOX  RC  BLITZ  VERTIGO  PANTS  (LTD  EDITION] 

Adult  Sizes:  32,34,36 
Colours:  Orange 
£129.99  part#:  04014 


FOX  RC  F3  BOOTS  (LTD  EDITION] 

Adult  Sizes:  UK  8,9,10,11,12 
Colours:  Orange 
£224.99  part#:  05027 


FRO  PETROL  POWER  WASHER 

Spec:  1450psi,  8L  per  minute 
Colours:  Black/Yellow 
£255.00  part#:  FR0240 


FOX  VERTIGO  MAIN  GOGGLE 

Adult  Sizes:  One  Size 
£29.99  part#:  30-181 


FOX  MONTAGE  F3  BOOTS  (LTD  EDITION] 

Adult  Sizes:  UK  8,9,10,11,12 
Colours:  Black/Red 
£224.99  part#:  05027 


FORK  BLEEDER  SCREWS 

Kayaba  / Showa  / WP 

£10.95  per  pair 


FOX  RAMBOZO  CARGO  SHORTS 

Adult  Sizes:  28"-38" 

Colours:  Black  Camo,  Dark  Stone  Camo 
£50.00  part#:  42002 


RENTHAL  COLOURED  REAR  SPROCKETS 

Black,  Gold,  Silver  for  most  models  & 
Yrs,  YZ  Blue,  CR  Red,  KTM  Orange 

from  £25.95 


FOX  GIRLS  MILITIA  CAPRI 

Adult  Sizes:  UK  8,10,12 
Colours:  Dark  Khaki,  Dark  Sage 
£45.00  part#:  50217 


V-FORCE  3 REED  VALVE  SYSTEM 

Best  bolt  on  power  gain  money  can 
buy.  To  fit  most  2 stroke  MX  bikes. 

£124.99 


FOX  RAINCOAT 

Adult  Sizes:  M,L,XL  £22.99  part#:  16108 
Kids  Sizes:  KM,KL  £14.00  part#:  16109 


'NEW’  GREEN  WITH  ENVY  DVD 
£21.95 


FOX  BROWSER  THONG  SANDAL 

Adult  Sizes:  U l<  8-12 
Colours:  Black,  Brown 
£24.95  part#:  59954 


GIRLS  PULLEY  TOTE 

Colours:  Mocha 
£15.00  part#:  59931 


FOX  UMBRELLA 

£19.00  part#:  09091 


©YAMAHA 

AUTHORISED  DEALER 


2008  YZ's 

ARRIVING  SOON! 


FRO  T-BAR  SET 

8,10,12mm 

£13.99  part#:  FR00230 


RIDE  MX  SILICONE  YZ  HOSES 

YZ85,125,250,250F,450 

from  £43.99 


DRC  LIFT-UP  STAND 

£49.99 


PUTOLINE  PRE  OILED  AIR  FILTERS 

To  fit  most  makes  and  models. 

£8.85 


RENTHAL  DUAL  COMPOUND  KEVLAR  GRIPS 

Tapered  & Diamond/Waffle 
£10.99  part#:  GRG16 


RENTHAL  GRIP  DONHUTS 

Colours:  Blue, Grey,  Red 
£2.99  part#:  GRG18 


POWERBLADE 

To  fit  most  makes  and  models. 

from  £59.99 


HIFLO  OIL  FILTERS 

To  fit  most  4 stroke  makes  & models. 

from  £3.00 


FULL  WORKSHOP 
FACILITIES 


FOR  FREE  DELIVERY  ON  ORDERS 


(UK  MAINLAND  ONLY] 


IF  YOU  BUY  SOMETHING  FROM  RIDE  MX  AND  IT  DOES  NOT  FIT,  SEND  IT  BACK  FORA  REPLACEMENT  OR  GOODS  REFUND.  ONLY  APPLIES  TO  GOODS  RETURNED  UNUSED  & IN  ORIGINAL  PACKAGING 
WITHIN  7 DAYS.  IFYOU  ORDER  INCORRECTLY, THERE  WILL  BE  A RESTOCKING  CHARGE  OF  15%.  ALL  RETURNED  GOODS  MUST  BE  SENT  RECORDED  DELIVERY.THIS  DOES  NOT  AFFECT  YOUR 
STATUTORY  RIGHTS.  ALL  PRICES  CORRECT  ATTIME  OF  GOING  TO  PRESS.  RIDE  MX  LTD.  RESERVETHE  RIGHTTO  CHANGE  PRICES  WITHOUT  NOTIFICATION.  E&OE. 
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It’s  been  a long,  hard  road  for  Aprilia  since  they 
arrived  on  the  GP  scene  in  ’03  but  the  future 
looks  bright  for  the  radical  Italian  V-twin 

Words  and  photos  by  Alex  Hodgkinson 

THE  LAST  motocross  GP  winner  with  a twin  was  back  in  the  mists 
of  time  but  Aprilia,  the  most  successful  marque  this  millennium  in 
road  race  GPs  and  current  supermoto  supremos,  have  the 
courage  of  their  convictions. 

Don’t  believe  us?  Ampelio  Macchi,  the  man  who  helped  lead 
four-strokes  back  into  fashion  when  he  headed  the  Husqvarna 
racing  division  in  the  ’90s,  is  vice-president  of  Aprilia  off-road  R&D 
and  racing.  “We  continue  with  our  philosophy  of  the  twin  cylinder. 

We  think  the  performance  of  a twin  is  more  than  from  a single  and 
the  inertia  for  the  crankshaft  is  more  light  and  the  handling  of  the 
bike  is  better  than  with  a single.” 

But  don’t  forget  we  are  dealing  with  Italians  and  if  there  is 
anything  the  boys  from  south  of  the  Alps  love  just  as  much  as 
speed  it  is  style  and  individuality. 

“We  want  to  have  a different  philosophy  to  all  of  the  other 
manufacturers.  We  feel  that  is  very  important  for  the  market.  If  you 
look  at  the  others  they  all  have  the  same  concept,  only  the  colour 
is  different.  We  are  the  last  to  arrive  and  we  don’t  want  to  copy 
any  other  bike.  We  are  completely  different  in  the  engine,  the 
frame,  the  swinging  arm,  even  the  exhaust.  Of  course  it  is  difficult 
but  we  try.” 

It  has  been  a long,  hard  road  since  Aprilia  arrived  on  the 
off-road  scene  with  MXGP  in  2003  and  early  returns  this  season 
have  also  been  meagre.  But  the  V-twins  should  have  received  new 
momentum  last  weekend  (just  two  days  after  this  issue  went  to  the 
printers)  with  the  race  debut  of  the  radically  altered  ’08  MXV450  at 
the  French  GP 

“Our  biggest  problem  has  always  been  weight  but  we  have 
found  solutions  and  now  have  a fighting  weight  of  108kg.” 

Back  in  February,  after  racing  against  the  ’07  interim  model  for 
the  first  time,  Josh  Coppins  was  impressed  - well,  impressedish! 

“The  new  Aprilia  is  much  better.  Not  yet  good  enough  but 
much  better.” 

Signor  Macchi  illuminates.  “We  have  had  good  feedback 

dirtbikenider 


Ampelio  i 
confident 
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a Paletti  uses  a laptop  to 
check  the  Aprilia’s  TPS 


Cedric  Melotte’s'  air 
shown  the  Aprilia  ct 
lead  national  races 
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Three-time  world  champ 
Chicco  Chiodi  is  helping  to 
develop  the  V-twin 


(agency  & c/card  bookings 
*9  subject  to  booking  fee) 
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from  our  new  riders  Chicco  Chiodi  and  Cedric 
Melotte.  We  have  a different  crankshaft  and 
camshaft,  the  gear  ratios  have  been  changed, 
also  the  geometry  of  the  frame.  You  know, 
Cedric  crashed  and  hurt  his  knee  when  he 
was  in  front  of  the  Italian  championship  race 
and  he  had  been  there  for  four  laps  and  was 
moving  away.” 

Luca  Paletti,  another  ex-Husky  man  on  the 
Aprilia  payroll,  is  the  engineer  responsible  for 
the  day-to-day  development  of  the 
motocrossers  at  the  GPs  and  took  us  through 
the  new  features. 

“As  you  see  on  the  right  side  of  the  bike,  we 
now  have  a kickstart.  The  e-starter  was  just  too 
heavy  and  we  don’t  need  it.  The  twin  does  not 


run  as  hot  as  a single  and  starts  first  or  second 
kick  even  when  it  has  been  racing  for  40 
minutes.  Each  cylinder  is  also  half  of  the  size 
so  it  is  more  like  turning  over  a 250.  And  this 
has  saved  us  5kg.  Now  glance  behind  the 
steering  head.  On  the  previous  bike  we  had  an 
external  oil  tank  but  we  now  have  an  internal 
solution  like  Yamaha.” 

We  know  the  twin  is  quieter  than  a big  single 
but  where’s  the  pipe?  “We  are  now  using  the 
lateral  exit  silencer  from  the  supermoto  bike!” 

Most  of  these  features  should  now  only 
need  fine-tuning  and  the  biggest  debate  in  the 
lead  up  to  pre-production  revolves  around  the 
search  for  optimal  traction. 

“We  changed  the  angle  of  the  forks  during 


the  winter,  making  it  steeper  and  bringing  the 
front  wheel  back.  Both  Chicco  and  Cedric  say 
this  improved  handling  and  now  we  are  looking 
for  the  best  solution  for  the  rear  wheel.  Chicco 
now  prefers  a longer  swinging  arm  again  for 
traction  but  that  meant  him  using  a 50-tooth 
rear  sprocket,  we  are  now  making  a new 
swinging  arm  so  that  he  can  use  a 51.” 

Just  how  critical  the  rear  end  geometry  is  to 
handling  and  traction  comes  home  when  you 
note  the  adjustable  rear  sub-frame  on  Chiodi’s 
bike.  “Chicco  is  not  so  tall  and  prefers  a lower 
seat.  We  didn’t  want  to  change  the  length  of  the 
rear  travel  because  that  has  such  a significant 
change  for  the  whole  bike.” 

Hang  around  the  Aprilia  awning  first  ^ 

dirtbikerider 
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SHOP  FASCIAS.  ILLUMINATED  SIGNS. LED  LIGHTING. VEHICLE  LIVERY. 
BAIMNERS.A  BOARDS  ACRYLIC  LETTERS. TRADITIONAL  SIGNWRITING. 
COMPUTER  CUT  VINYL. DIGITAL  PRINTING.LOGO  DESIGN  AND  MORE.. 


GRAF-F1X  200  MARKET  STREET  HYDE  CHESHIRE  SKI  A 1 HB 
OS45  B34  4650  - eoquines^af-fix.co.uk  - www.graf  fix.co.uk 


ONE1  1 MOTOCROSS  LTD 

200  MARKET  STREET  HYDE  CHESHIRE  SK14  1 HB  £ 
08*45  612  1112  - shap@one1  1mx.com 
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_r  --Chiodi’s  proud  to 
be  involved  with 
m m the  Italian  factory 
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thing  on  weekend  mornings  and  you  will  see 
Luca  with  a laptop  plugged  into  the  bike.  “We 
check  the  map  and  also  the  throttle  position 
system  TPS  every  day.  We  have  never  had 
problems  but  we  are  a factory  team  and  this  is 
the  sort  of  thing  you  check  anyway  as  a matter 
of  course.” 

The  winter  signing  of  Chicco  Chiodi  has 
helped  the  factory  move  on  in  leaps  and 
bounds.  The  three-time  world  champ  is  the 
most  experienced  man  on  the  circuit  and 
jumped  at  the  chance  to  join  Aprilia.  “They  are 
a factory  team  - an  Italian  factory  team  - and  I 
believe  in  Aprilia.  Some  people  accused  me  of 
only  going  to  Aprilia  for  the  money  and  it  is  true 
that  they  pay  well  and  are  honest  but  there  are 
many  people  at  Aprilia  who  are  working  very 
hard  to  succeed  and  I too  want  to  see  results. 

It  is  in  my  blood  to  achieve  good  results. 

“Of  course,  I must  look  to  the  future.  I am 
34.  I would  like  to  race  10  more  years  but  I 
must  be  realistic  and  I hope  to  continue  with  the 
firm  long  after  I eventually  stop  racing.” 


Lateral  exit 
silencer  comes 
from  Aprilia’s 
supermoto  bike 


, 


An  MX2  man  all  his  career  bar  two  years,  it 
was  also  a surprise  for  many  to  see  Chicco  on 
a 450.  “I  was  not  scared  to  change  class. 

I never  had  a good  complete  season  in  MX1 
before  but  I had  a few  good  races  and  I was 
really  becoming  the  grandfather  in  MX2  and  I 
wanted  to  get  out.  And  I know  many  of  the 
people  from  our  years  together  at  Husqvarna  - 
we  worked  good  together  then  and  I was  sure 
we  could  do  so  again. 

“One  of  the  last  problems  we  are  trying  to 
overcome  is  in  the  way  the  engine  reacts  on 
heavy  ground  like  in  Valkenswaard.  You  cannot 
ride  it  like  a single  - the  power  curve  is  different 
and  when  you  close  the  gas  there  is  no 
overrun.  At  first  it  is  difficult  to  find  the  balance. 

“You  close  the  gas  in  the  braking  bumps  on 
the  other  bikes  and  momentum  carries  you  into 
the  turn  but  the  twin  stops  and  you  have  to 
learn  to  throttle  back  gradually.  When  we  find 
the  right  solution  it  will  actually  be  a bonus 
because  you  are  already  on  the  gas  where  the 
opposition  have  shut  off. 


Melotte  has  a 
two-year  deal 


jcriJL 

Cedric  Melotte 

Forward  Thinker 


i mr  L 


“I  had  a good  time  at  Rinaldi  but  I couldn’t  argue  with  their 
decision  to  separate  as  my  results  had  not  been  good  last 
year.  I needed  a new  motivation  and  I have  that  with  Aprilia, 
helping  to  develop  the  bike.  And  it  was  all  going  well  until  I 
broke  my  knee  ligament  in  March. 

“I  had  enjoyed  the  development  work  until  then  and  I am 
happy  with  the  progress  we  have  made.  The  new  bike  is  a 
big  step  forward  and  when  we  start  racing  it  in  June  I think 
we  can  make  good  results.  It  was  no  problem  for  me  to 
change  to  a twin  as  I had  good  experience  before  with  VOR. 

“For  me  it  is  a good  challenge  and  until  the  race  where  I 
crashed  nobody  believed  the  bike  could  lead  a race  but  I 
was  in  front  for  four  laps.  And  the  crash  was  my  mistake. 

“The  first  thing  I told  them  was  that  they  had  to  reduce 
the  weight  but  there  are  developments  every  day.  I have  a 
two-year  deal  and  I can  see  staying  with  them  after  that  if 
they  want  me  but  I am  not  looking  at  enduro  or  supermoto. 
Perhaps  the  occasional  race  but  not  a full  championship. 

I have  been  racing  for  a long  time  already  and  when  I stop 
MX,  then  I will  stop  racing.  ” 
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Model  T Glove 

adult  £19.99 
kids  £15.99 


Baseball  cap 

£14.99 


Beanie  £14.99 


Stadium 

Jacket 

fleece 

lined 

£69.99 


Speedway 

Jacket 

£29.99 


Mechanic 
Pant  1 

£24.99 


Mechanic 
Pant  2 

zip  off  legs 
£29.99 


SOCAL  T-Shirts  kids  & adults  £8.99 


Cycle  T-Shirts  zip  front  rear  pocket  £9.99 


Freestyle  Shorts  adult  only  £24.99 


P054-61  - Aprilia-SL  24/5/07  11:53  am  Page  61 


The  Last;  Twin 

Farleigh  Farewell 


You  have  to  go  back  41  years  to  July  1966  and  the  very  first  500GP 
at  the  infamous  Farleigh  Castle  track  on  the  Wiltshire-Somerset 
border  to  unearth  the  last  time  a twin  won  a motocross  GP. 

The  engine  was  a Triumph  and  the  rider  Don  Rickman,  the 
younger  of  the  famous  brothers  from  New  Milton  in  Hampshire  who 
created  and  built  the  Metisse  bikes  which  are  still  an  integral  part  of 
historic  racing. 

The  Rickman  brothers’  early  bikes  were  developed  from  BSA 
and  Triumph  parts.  It  was  generally  recognised  that  the  smooth 
Triumph  power  was  the  optimal  tool  of  the  day  but  the  BSA  had  the 
better  frame.  Hence  the  Tribsa  hybrids. 

But  the  Rickmans  took  the  concept  much  further,  eventually 
manufacturing  their  own  frames  and  developing  their  own  image 
with  beautiful  glass-fibre  panels.  They  were  so  successful  that  the 
long-established  Matchless  factory  put  their  fuel  tank  on  a Metisse 
for  Chris  Horsfield  to  win  the  1964165  BBC  Grandstand  TV  series. 

The  Rickmans  themselves  also  toyed  with  the  Matchless  single 
as  power  provider  but  they  always  returned  to  the  Triumph  twin  in 
the  end. 


Old-school  twin 
action  with  Pierre 
Jolliet  in  ’ 05 


The  Aprilia  really  is 
state-of-the-art 


sible  for  the  structure  of  the  team,  rider  training 
and  the  race  infrastructure.  This  is  a great 
chance  for  me  but  a lot  more  responsibility.” 

So  where  do  Aprilia  go  from  here?  Is  the 
motocross  bike  a prestige  project  for  the 
Piaggio  group  which  owns  the  marque? 

Back  to  Signor  Macchi.  “We  will  start 
pre-production  for  the  press  to  test  in  October 
and  mass  production  will  begin  in  early  2008. 
First  a small  quantity  for  the  customer  before 
we  increase  production  for  the  2009  market. 

“We  believe  that  that  there’s  a market  for 
motocross,  enduro  and  supermoto  - particularly 
in  the  US  - and  that’s  very  important  for  the 
Piaggio  group.  We  feel  that  there  will  be  many 
customers  in  America  who  will  be  interested 
because  we  are  different,  we  believe  that  our  ■ 
philosophy  will  appeal  to  the  mentality.”  I 


“And  we  have  strong  power.  I nearly  got  the 
holeshot  in  Spain  but  I got  filled  in  at  the 
second  turn,  my  goggles  got  full  of  sand  and  I 
went  straight  into  a haybale.  I had  also  made  a 
good  start  at  Valkenswaard  but  I was  so  far  to 
the  outside  at  the  gate  that  I had  no  chance  at 
the  first  turn.  And  I believe  greatly  in  the  new 
bike.  Between  now  and  the  end  of  the  year  we 
will  open  some  people’s  eyes!” 

Another  familiar  face  is  the  new  team 
manager,  Riccardo  Boschi,  who  GP  fans  will 
recognise  as  the  man  at  the  side  of  Luigi  Seguy 
in  the  JK  team  over  the  years.  “I  was  very  proud 
that  Aprilia  asked  me  to  be  their  motocross 
team  manager.  I guess  they  knew  that  I had  the 
good  experience  to  run  a team  because  I have 
run  my  own  JK  race  team  for  seven  years  and 
we  had  good  success  with  Luigi.  I am  respon- 
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Race  to  win  in  2007! 


HCR  Race  Rads 

The  World’s  number  one 
high  efficiency  radiator 

giving  fantastic  reductions 
in  running  temperature 
j thus  improving  engine 
f horse  power  over  normal 
higher  running  temperatures 
with  the  added  advantage 
of  less  engine  wear  and 
increased  clutch  life. 

Available  for  all  engine 
sizes,  2 and  4 stroke. 
i Kawasaki,  Suzuki, 
Yamaha,  Honda,  KTM. 

J Instock  for  most  models 
for  next  day  delivery 
£159  per  radiator. 


HAAR  Wheels 


The  undisputed 
champion  with  23 
i world  titles  to  their 
I name,  HAAN  are  the 
highest  quality,  most 
reliable  wheel  you 
could  ever  buy 
Designed  individually 
to  suit  your  machines  discs  and  sprockets. 

As  used  by  Christophe  Pourcel 
MX2  World  Champion. 

Available  for  Honda  Husqvarna,  Kawasaki, 
KTM,  Suzuki,  TM,  Yamaha 
65cc  SX65  £549 

85CC  KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX  - SW  & BW  £585 

125CC  KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX/EXE  £585 

250cc  KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX/EXE  £585 

4 stroke  KXF/RMZ/CRF/SX/EXC/TC/TE  £585 

Colour  range  includes  blue,  red,  silver,  black,  gold, 
titanium  Enduro  wheel  size  of  18  inch  available. 
Delivery  from  stock  is  overnight,  or  7 days  from 
manufacturer. 


HGS  range  of  2 stroke  exhaust  systems  are  renowned 
the  world  over  for  their  high  performance  designed 
specificaliy  for  increasing  torque  and  running 
with  controllable  temperatures  in  deep 
sandy  or  muddy  conditions. 


HGS  Exhausts 


Available  for  Honda  Husqvarna,  Kawasaki, 
KTM,  Suzuki,  Yamaha 


For  all  types  of  MX  and  Enduro 
machines  using  FCR  Carburettor 

This  product  is  the  highest  quality 
example  on  the  market  and  gives 
better  acceleration  and  reduced 
if  not  eliminated  bogging. 

All  models  priced  at  £44.95 


Front  pipe  Silencer 

65cc 

KX&SX 

£155 

£80 

85cc 

KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX 

£155 

£80 

125cc 

KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX 

£155 

£80 

250cc 

KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX 

£190 

£90 

Complete  system  for  4 stroke  250/450/525cc 

4 stroke  KXF/RMZ/YZF/CRF/SX/TC/TE 

£495 

CRF150  94db  System  - In  stock 

£449 

HGS  4 stroke  systems  for  2006  have  been  designed  not  only  to  increase 
horsepower  but  to  run  at  96db.  Independent  testing  by  respected  tuning 
houses  have  shown  fantastic  gains  in  bhp,  for  example  CRF250  2006  over 
3 bhp  increase  at  high  rpm  whilst  improving  low  rpm  performance  by  10%. 


Order  Wired  on 


HIGH  EFFICIENCY 


SX85  Induction  Kit 

including  VForce  3 

Devised  to  improve  air  velocity  which  together 
with  a repositioned  reed  valve  will  increase 
horsepower  at  all  rpms  and  dramatically 
improve  throttle  response  at  low  to  mid  rpm. 

KTM  SX85  2003-2007  £199  including  VForce  3 

HCR  Powerblades 

FROM  AUTO  TO  THUMPER  CROSS 

For  all  modern  motocross,  enduro, 
super motard  and  quad  machines.  World’s 
top  selling  performance  enhancer  for  your 
carburettor.  Increases  bhp  at  part  throttle 
openings.  Available  for  Honda  Husqvarna, 
Kawasaki,  KTM,  Suzuki,  Yamaha 


50cc 

Autos  21mm  carb 

£34 

65cc 

KX&SX 

£39 

85cc 

KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX 

£49 

125cc 

KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX/EXE 

£59 

250cc 

KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX 

£59 

4 stroke 

KXF/RMZ/YZF/CRF  250cc 

£49 

4 stroke 

KXF/RMZ/YZF/CRF  450cc 

£49 

4 stroke 

SX/TC/TE/FS/EXE  250cc 

£49 

4 stroke 

SX/TC/TE/FS/EXE  450/525cc 

£49 

VForce  Reed  Valves 

VForce  is  the  most  used  reed  valve 


system  the  world  over  and  is  standard 
fitment  in  90%  of  all  GP  and  Pro-AM  A 
2 strokes.  The  choice  of  Factory  KTM. 
Fitments  for  motocross,  enduro, 
supermotard  & quads. 

Available  for  Honda  Husqvarna, 

Kawasaki,  KTM,  Suzuki,  TM,  Yamaha 


50cc 

SX  50LC 

£125 

65cc 

KX&SX 

£125 

85cc 

KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX 

£125 

125cc 

KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX 

£125 

250cc 

KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX 

£125 

Quad 

200  Blaster 

£125 

Quad 

350  Banshee 

£199 

Cylinder  Heads 

High  quality  two  part  cylinder  heads 
designed  by  Hardcore  to  ensure 
maximum  on  track  performance, 
allbeit  tracktable  power  for  250cc  or 
maximum  mid  range  for  65cc,  85cc 
and  125cc.  Available  for  Honda, 
Kawasaki,  KTM,  Suzuki,  Yamaha 
50cc  SX  £125 

65cc  KX&SX  £125 

85cc  KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX  £145 
125cc  KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX  £155 
250CC  KX/RM/CR/YZ/SX  £175 


33mm 

Carburettor 

For  85cc  CR  and  SX 


www.HARDC0RERACING.CO.uk 


This  carburettor  has  been  heavily  modified  and  includes  a 
billet  bell  mouth  to  ensure  the  retention  of  very  good  throttle 
response  while  giving  a very  large  benefit  in  top  power  and 
over  rev.  Available  now  for  RM  85cc,  CR  and  SX  85cc. 

Will  be  available  soon  for  YZ  85cc.  All  models  £449. 
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Hot  on  the  heels  of  ex  world  champs 
Hudson  and  Noyce,  Dutch  legend 
Kees  van  der  Ven  - who  never  won  a 
world  crown  - notches  up  a half-century 
of  his  own  in  lune... 


Words  and  photos  by  Jack  Burnicle 
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THIS  YEAR  is  becoming  the  season  of  half-centuries  and 
the  latest  major  figure  to  celebrate  a Golden  Anniversary 
is  one  of  the  finest  riders  never  to  be  crowned  a world 
motocross  champion. 

Born  in  Bakel,  the  Netherlands,  on  June  18  1957,  Kees 
van  der  Ven  - a deceptively  quiet,  modest  master  of 
motocross  - eventually  earned  world  titles  as  a team 
manager  with  KTM  in  his  mid-forties.  Both  Grant  Langston 
and  Ben  Townley,  now  pursuing  successful  careers  in  the 
States,  first  nailed  125  world  championships  with  van  der 
Ven’s  Champ  KTM  squad. 

Their  mentor,  in  contrast,  never  quite  clinched  a global 
crown.  But  the  docile  Dutchman’s  amazing  consistency  saw 
him  finish  top  five  in  every  world  series  he  contested  from 
1979  through  1988  and  he  become  the  first  man  to  win  a 
GP  in  125,  250  and  500cc  classes. 

He  achieved  that  dazzling  accolade  at  Vimmerby  in 
Sweden  in  1986,  annihilating  the  Honda  Racing  Corporation 
as  he  sumptuously  won  race  two  by  over  40  seconds  on  his 
KTM  from  Andre  Malherbe,  Dave  Thorpe,  Hakan  Carlqvist 
and  Eric  Geboers!  The  wooded,  sandy  circuit  near 
Gothenburg  obviously  suited  a native  Lowlander.  It  was 
there  three  years  earlier  he’d  arrived  locked  in  a thrilling 
three-way  tussle  for  250  world  honours  with  Suzuki’s 
Georges  Jobe  and  the  man  Kees  respected  most  highly  as 
a rival,  Californian  Danny  ‘the  Door’  LaPorte. 

Van  der  Ven  held  a two-point  mid-season  lead  in  the 
series  after  his  fabulous  dice  with  LaPorte  at  Hawkstone 
Park  but  at  Vimmerby  a first  race  rostrum  ahead  of  Danny’s 
Yamaha  but  behind  Jobe  and  Donnie  Hansen  wasn’t 
enough.  Third  in  the  world  again! 

Youngest  of  a family  of  six,  Kees  had  to  overcome  the 
hostility  of  elderly  parents  to  get  started  in  motocross. 
Eventually,  aged  12,  he  got  going  on  the  discarded  mopeds 
of  elder  sibling  Toon,  who  later  accompanied  his  kid  brother 
on  the  GP  trail  as  minder,  mentor  and  best  mate. 

At  15,  the  youngest  van  der  Ven  began  racing  with  the 
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Dutch  equivalent  of  the  AMCA  on  a 50cc  Sachs.  At  18  he 
graduated  into  the  KMNV  (a  Dutch  ACU)  riding  125cc  Aspes, 
Maicos  and  an  English  Wassell  with  a Sachs  motor.  Vital  early 
influence  came  via  a local  star  from  the  same  village,  GP  rider 
Frans  Sigmans,  who  got  the  boy  a Husqvarna.  The  teenager 
worked  at  Sigmans’  motorcycle  shop  and  practised  with  him. 
“Every  session  became  a race,”  smiles  Kees.  “We  rode  as 
long  as  we  could.  You  had  to  show  you  could  ride  longer 
than  Frans!” 

He  won  the  1975  250cc  Dutch  Junior  championship  on  the 
Husky,  then  the  Senior  title  a year  later  on  a Maico.  And  in 
1977  he  lost  the  Dutch  250  national  crown  to  Gerard  Rond  by 
one  point! 

He  started  doing  French  internationals  “to  learn  hard  tracks” 


and  in  1978  won  that  Dutch  250  championship.  He  would  retain 
it  for  a further  six  seasons  until  moving  to  the  500  class  in  1985 
and  winning  that  too! 

In  1979  Kees  startled  the  established  250  GP  stars, 
finishing  fifth  in  the  world  and  capturing  his  first  grand  prix  win 
in  the  fast,  sandy  whoops  of  Hyvinkaa,  Finland.  He  loved  that 
awesome  venue  and  won  there  again  in  1980.  Kees  also 
triumphed  in  Poland  and  his  home  round  at  Hengelo,  secured 
his  first  moto  victory  at  Hawkstone  Park  and  ended  the  year 
vice-champion  of  the  world  behind  Georges  Jobe. 

Still  working  during  the  week,  the  moustachioed  23-year-old 
finally  turned  professional  in  1981  with  a richly  deserved 
factory  KTM  contract.  Third  for  three  consecutive  250  GP 
seasons  on  the  Austrian  bike,  his  successes  included  the 


STYLISH  BLACK  CARBON  FIBRE 


1 
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1981  British  round  at  Hawkstone, 
completing  a hat-trick  of  Finnish  victories 
at  Hyvinkaa  and  a famous  US  GP  win  at 
Unadilla  in  1982.  Also  that  year  Kees 
claimed  a first  hard-pack  triumph  at 
Maggiora  in  Italy  and  in  1983  did  the 
double  at  Canada’s  only  ever  250  grand 
prix  in  St  Gabriel! 

With  both  Jobe  and  LaPorte  moving  to 
500  GPs,  Kees  was  convinced  that  1984 
would  be  his  year.  But  Katoom  had  other 
ideas  and  moved  the  leanly  muscled 
Dutchman  to  125  GPs!  “I  was  in  the 
middle  of  a two-year  contract  with  them 
and  had  no  choice,”  he  says  with  his 
customary  philosophical  shrug  of 
the  shoulders. 

The  125  class  disappointed.  “They 
were  kids  in  every  way.  They  slept  at  nine 
o’clock  and  did  exactly  what  you  should 
do!”  Not  the  ideal  recipe  for  fun-loving  van 
der  Ven  who  I once  watched  hurling 
tomatoes  around  a restaurant  with  a bunch 
of  Dutch  mates!  Yet  he  led  the  1984  series 
imperiously,  winning  seven  out  of  the  first 
ten  motos  and  overalls  in  Italy,  Belgium 
and  Germany  until  he  broke  a hand  in 
Switzerland.  “I  lost  a 60-point  lead  with 
three  flat  tyres  in  a row  and  missing  three 
heats  with  that  injury.”  Michele  Rinaldi 
stole  Italy’s  first  crown  and,  ironically,  van 
der  Ven’s  pal  Heinz  Kinigadner  won  that 
250  title  for  KTM. 

For  1985  he  was  armed  with  a new 
power  valve  125  Katoom  that  never  really 
worked.  He  reverted  to  the  ’84  cylinder  head 
mid-season  but  it  was  too  late.  “I  didn’t  even 
go  to  the  final  round  in  South  America.  There 
was  a possibility  of  third  place  (for  the  fifth 
successive  season!)  but  that  didn’t  matter 
to  me...” 

The  year  ended  with  a bang.  In  a 
barnstorming  ride  round  the  blue-groove 
off-cambers  of  Gaildorf  on  a stock  KTM,  he 
brilliantly  beat  Honda’s  world  champ  Dave 


Thorpe  and  led  Holland  to  a rousing  second 
behind  the  USA  at  the  inaugural  three-class 
MX  des  Nations.  He  loved  the  power  of  the 
500  and  enjoyed  his  relationship  with  the 
factory.  “They  were  good  people.  They  never 
said  ‘you  have  to  be  first’.  Never  put  pressure 
on.  They  knew  you  would  do  your  best  all  the 
time.”  Kees  carried  this  thinking  into  his  own 
management  of  the  Champ  KTM  team  a dozen 
years  down  the  line. 

Fifth  in  his  first  campaign  behind  four  giants 
of  500  GP  racing  - Thorpe,  Malherbe,  Geboers 


and  Jobe  - van  der  Ven  won  that  historic 
1986  Swedish  Grand  Prix  at  Vimmerby. 

He  then  won  the  last  two  rounds  of  1987 
in  Luxembourg  and  Switzerland  to  fall  just 
six  points  short  of  runner-up  Kurt  Nicoll  in 
the  series  (third  again!).  And,  always 
magic  in  mud,  emerged  best  500  at 
Unadilla’s  rain-lashed  MX  des  to  stick 
Holland  on  the  rostrum  in  second,  again, 
to  the  States! 

Pushed  back  to  fourth  in  1988  behind 
Geboers,  Nicoll  and  Thorpe,  Kees  still  won 
a race  at  home  in  Lichtenvoorde  and  in 
’89  captured  his  18th  and  final  grand  prix 
victory  back,  remarkably,  in  Sweden. 

Seventh  in  1990,  Kees  rounded  out  his 
distinguished  grand  prix  career  on  a 
private  Honda  in  1991,  still  good  for  fifth 
at  his  beloved  Hawkstone  Park  where 
he’d  won  once  overall,  twice  lost  on  a 
tie-breaker  with  Danny  LaPorte  and 
mounted  the  rostrum  six  times  in  six  250 
and  500cc  GPs. 

Kees’  imposing  record  of  10  250  GP 
victories  and  four  apiece  in  125  and  500 
classes  puts  him  22nd  in  the  all-time 
winners’  list.  He  always  attracted 
impressive  outside  sponsors,  too,  backed 
at  various  times  by  big  names  like 
‘Snickers’  (originally  a Dutch  chocolate  bar 
before  it  superseded  Marathon  in  the 
UK!),  ‘Drum’  (a  roll-up  tobacco), 

‘Dr  Pepper’  and  his  longstanding  team 
backer  ‘Champ’,  a brand  of  dog  food. 

Kees  also  kept  an  old  school  friend  - the 
quiet,  smiling  Seph  - as  his  mechanic  for  the 
whole  of  his  adult  racing  life  and  showed 
similar  loyalty  to  KTM.  His  distinguished 
association  with  the  Austrian  marque  spanned 
25  fruitful  years  until  his  unexpected  dismissal 
from  the  helm  of  their  successful  MX2  squad 
late  last  year. 

Kees’  smooth,  apparently  effortless  style 
and  sheer  class  made  him,  quite  simply,  one  | 
of  the  coolest  MX  riders  ever! 
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“Hmmm,  I’ll  just  check 
this  then  break  open 
the  Rich  Teas...” 


HONDA’S  CRF150  is  proving  to  be  a popular 
weapon  in  the  schoolie  ranks  and  with  noise 
levels  from  the  little  barkers  seemingly  under 
control  it  appears  that  the  four-stroke  revolution 
is  gonna  keep  on  getting  smaller  - in  capacity 
at  least. 

The  CRFs  have  proved  to  be  very  reliable  if 
left  in  stock  trim  with  maybe  the  addition  of  a 
pipe  to  increase  power  while  meeting  noise 
levels.  Regular  and  simple  maintenance  will 
keep  this  reliability  a reality  and  it  doesn’t  even 
have  to  take  up  a lot  of  your  precious  time.  The 
following  simple  points  will  keep  your  bike  in  tip 
top  condition  in  under  an  hour  per  week. 

As  with  any  maintenance  you  must  have 
some  quality  tools  and  a basic  knowledge  of 
how  to  use  them.  Low  quality  tools  make  for  low 


Wakker  explains  how  to  give  your  bike  a good 
going  over  - and  get  it  done  in  60  minutes! 

Photos  by  still-mx.co.uk 
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quality  work  as  your  fixings  will  all  be  damaged 
with  ill-fitting  equipment  so  get  some  good  tools! 
Fro  Systems  do  some  cracking  little  t-bar  sets 
now  so  that  is  a good  place  to  start  your 
tool  collection. 

The  first  and  most  obvious  port  of  call  is  the 
power  washer.  Get  the  puppy  clean...  Super 
clean.  Use  quality  detergent  such  as  Motorex 
Moto  clean  900  or  Muc-Off.  There  are  loads  of 
bike  specific  cleaners  out  there.  Pick  your 
favourite  and  stick  with  it.  Don’t  use  TFR  (traffic 
film  remover)  as  most  of  these  are  a little  too 
powerful  and  will  tarnish  the  metals  on  your 
bike.  Pay  special  attention  when  washing  to  get 
every  running  point  on  the  bike  really  clean  - 
think  brakes,  sprockets,  chain-guides  and  wheel 
spindles.  A bike  which  is  cleaned  well  takes 


hours  less  to  prepare  and  will  last  a lot  longer. 

If  you  have  a filter  cover  use  it  and  get  the 
airbox  really  clean.  If  you  don’t,  just  wrap  a 
plastic  bag  around  the  filter  and  carefully  wash 
the  airbox  with  detergent  and  a low  pressure 
hose  pipe. 

When  the  bike  is  clean  use  a soft  cloth  or 
paper  towel  to  dry  the  bike  off.  If  you  have 
access  to  compressed  air  then  use  this  to  blow 
off  the  excess  water.  Use  some  spray  oil  such 
as  WD-40  around  the  engine  and  bare  metal 
areas  but  don’t  lube  up  the  brake  discs. 

You  can  lube  the  chain  with  a specific  chain 
lube.  The  chain  should  be  lubed  on  the  inside 
running  area  on  each  side  plate  and  then  in  the 
middle  runners  before  finishing  with  one  lap  of 
lube  around  the  outside  of  the  chain. 


Use  three  fingers  at  the  back  of  the  chain 
slipper  to  check  the  chain  tension.  If  the  chain 
needs  adjustment  loosen  the  rear  wheel  and 
adjust  the  chain  making  sure  both  sides  are  set 
exactly  the  same  on  the  marks.  Use  some  soft 
cloth  in  the  sprocket  to  make  sure  the  wheel  is 
‘home’  before  you  retighten  the  wheel  and  lock 
the  lock  nuts  up  tight  on  the  adjusters. 

Check  the  spokes  by  squeezing  them 
together.  There  should  be  a little  bit  of  flex  in 
the  spokes  but  if  there  are  any  with  too  much 
movement  tighten  carefully  until  snug.  Do  not 
over  tighten  the  spokes  as  the  wheel  will  go  out 


Check  the  rims  for  damage  and  check  the 
tyres  for  wear.  If  there  are  knobbles  missing  or 
worn  out  replace  the  tyres.  The  tyre  ^ 


“Hmmm,  I’ll  Just 

1/  P J 

check  this  then 

break  open  some 

more  Rich  Teas...” 

L*.  1 UkV  w ■l 

hot  summer^ 


Jeans/  Shirt/  Gloves/Helmet/Boots/ Goggles 

all  for  an  incredible  £199.00 


Jeans/Shirt  now  only  £69.95  Black/Blue/Red/Yellow. 
Kids  deals  also.  Gloves  - Adult  £20.00  Kids  £18.00 


Tech  7 Boots 

£189.00 


Tech  3 Boots 

£135.00 


Tech  6 Kids  Boots 

£112.00 


MB 

Tech  1 0 Boots 

call  for  best  deal 


Tech  8 Boots 

£239.00 


Arai  Helmet  stockist 

call  for  best  deal 


One  Industries  Kombat  Helmets  £99.95 
Monster  II  | Rockstar  | White  Flame  I Black  Camo 


O'  Frame  Pink/Black 

£22.00 


Crowbar  James  Stewart 

£39.00 


Crowbar  Retro 

£39.00 


O'  Frames  £22  new  colours  Text,  Red  Tribal,  Black/Pink  Fade,  Blue  Tribal,  White/Blue  Fade 
Crowbars  (new  colours)  £37,  Carmichael  O'  Frame  £29,  Iridium  Goggles  £40,  Rip  'N'  Roll  systems  £23 


Spy  Goggle  Clearance 

See  web  for  details 

Alloy,  Alloy  Pro,  Magneto,  Magneto  Pro 


EVS  Knee  Braces 
were  £1 85  now  £99.95 


Red  Skull  Navy  Gothic  Yellow  Skull  No  Fear  Elektron 

No  Fear  Spectrum  Package  Jeans/Shirt  now  only  £94.00  Jeans/Shirt  only  £129.00 

No  Fear  Optimal  Helmets  only  £75.00,  Berik  Des  Nations  Size  9, 1 0 White/Red/Blue  only  £1 75.00 


No  Fear  Rogue  Package 
Jeans/Shirt  now  only  £1 15.00 

Kids  Package  £70.00 


■mick  Jb^ir  ILL 


visit  our  website 

wnww.mickberrillmcco.uk 


1-3  Henry  Street  Northampton  NN1  4JD  1 01604  63670  or  633624  f 01604  624385 
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pressures  should  be  checked.  Use  12psi  in 
perfect  conditions  and  14psi  in  rocky  conditions. 
Also  check  brake  discs  and  pads  for  wear  and 
check  disc  and  sprocket  bolts  for  tightness. 

The  CRF  should  have  an  oil  change  every 
two  race  meetings.  If  it  doesn’t  need  changing 
simply  check  the  engine  oil  level  and  top  up  if 
required.  Do  not  overfill  as  this  will  cause  a blow 
out  of  oil  from  the  breathers  and  will  cause 
excess  pressure  build  up  in  the  engine.  The 
CRF  150  is  the  same  as  its  big  brothers  as  it 
uses  separate  oil  for  the  gearbox/clutch  side 
and  engine  side. 


You  can  use  certain  four-stroke  oils  in  both 
sides  but  my  ideal  oil  recommendation  for  this 
time  of  year  is  Motul  5100  technosynthesis  4t 
oil  for  the  gearbox  and  Motul  300v  racing  4t 
competition  oil  for  the  engine  side. 

Check  the  coolant  level.  It  should  be  about 
5mm  from  completely  full.  Brake  fluid  is  easily 
checked  on  the  CRF.  It  should  be  clean  and 
topped  up.  The  bike  shown  has  done  43  hours 
and  the  fluid  is  still  like  new. 

Bleed  the  forks  of  air  (make  sure  the  bike  is 
on  a centre  stand)  and  check  fork  seals  for  any 
signs  of  leakage.  Pop  the  dust  seals  off  and 


clean  the  seal  area  and  lightly  grease  with 
racing  grease  mixed  with  fork  oil.  This  will  keep 
things  running  smooth  and  dirt  free  in  the 
seal  area. 

Check  rear  linkage  for  damage  and  make 
sure  the  shock  is  moving  correctly.  If  the  free 
sag  seems  too  much  or  too  little  you  must 
check  it.  Set  the  free  sag  at  around  25-30mm. 
Simply  loosen  the  locker  on  the  rear  shock 
spring  and  turn  the  spring  and  adjustment  nut 
clockwise  to  tighten  the  spring  and  reduce  the 
free  sag  or  anti-clockwise  to  loosen  the  spring 
and  increase  the  free  sag. 

dirtbikerider 


Jwtf+duCin^  He  mtJHPH  knee  brace  f r*m 


OPTIONAL  FITTING 
BT  MEDICAL 
PROFESSIONALS 


£5951 

Yeshitakn  Abate 
Danel! Softer 
TmCimA 
Paul  Cooper 
JottoGoppms 

GfXtksft  CrtK&iitd 
EiwEgg&v 

Stuart  ftxtfurr 
Chris  Uockoy 
Mark  Hv&Hriiig? 
Brian  Jofgmts&t 
Oemt  Knight 
DevgieLamp Am 
a-.MV  /Ifec^Bfir/e 

Cats  Hunt) 

hsil  Prince 
WfcHWSlwllfr 
Stephan  Sword  » 

BertTomtey 

Jussi  Itihviiauteit 


Teehndlagyin  Motion 

iK-l-W  Anliur  flam 
London  5W1BBAA 
5OI.0Z3E344S31S 
www.tliknitfrattt.tti* 


The  technology  of  GTfJ  in 
att  off-the-shelf  knee  brace 

from  the  mhofactutm  of  CTrt  custom 
and  ttfge  QffihesJKifbm  braces 
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The  air  filter  should  be  replaced  after  a few 
rides.  Oil  with  a quality  filter  oil  and  damp  off 
any  excess  oil  with  a cloth  before  fitting  into  the 
bike  making  sure  the  rubber  boot  is  free  from 
any  internal  crud. 

Drain  the  carb  float  bowl.  This  takes  around 
one  minute  and  gets  rid  of  any  nasties  lurking 
around  in  the  carb  body.  It  always  gets  in  there 
and  the  carb  must  be  drained  after  each  wash... 

The  front  to  back  check  of  every  fixing  from 
the  front  of  the  bike  to  the  back  of  the  bike  is 
the  key  to  success.  If  every  fastener  is  checked 
then  you  can  be  happy  that  the  puppy  is  going 
out  onto  the  track  and  won’t  self  lighten  by  way 
of  parts  falling  off! 

Armed  with  a set  of  t-bars,  sockets  and 
spanners  you  can  give  the  bike  its  front  to  back 
in  just  a few  minutes.  This  will  become  habit 
and  makes  for  a safer  ride.  Do  not  over  tighten 
the  fixings  - if  they  don’t  move  when  you  check 
them  don’t  swing  on  ’em  to  make  sure.  These 
bikes  are  lightly  built  and  the  Honda  quality 
makes  for  excellent  quality  fixings  that  do  stay 
snugly  tight  when  checked  regularly. 

So  there  it  is.  If  the  checks  are  regular  the 
little  CRF  will  keep  on  trucking.  Obviously  if 
there  are  a lot  of  things  wrong  like  the  tyres 
and  fork  seals  then  the  service  will  take  more 
than  an  hour.  These  checks  can  be  made 
easily  between  motos  and  make  for  a 
sweeter,  safer  ride. 

Checklist; 

Front  to  back  fastenings 


Front  wheel 
Front  brake  caliper 

Front  fork  guards  and  triple  clamp  bolts 

Flandlebar  mounts 

Throttle  housing  and  throttle  action 

Front  brake  master  cylinder  and  lever 

Clutch  lever  and  also  check  clutch  cable  freeplay 

Kill  button 

Plastics  (check  every  plastic  part  at  this  stage) 

Radiators  and  hoses 

Fuel  and  fuel  cap 

Engine  mounts  and  stays 

Clutch  and  ignition  covers 

Carb  holding  clips 

Gear  shifter 

Chain  roller 

Rear  brake  pedal  and  master  cylinder  mounts 
Swingarm  pivot  and  linkage/shock  bolts 
Seat  and  subframe 
Footpegs 

Fleader  and  tailpipe 


Star  Wars 

Tubby  bites  back! 


Just  a quick  note  to  those  of  you  who  think  - after  reading 
Swordy’s  drivel  - that  I do  nothing  but  eat  Rich  Tea 
biscuits  all  day  long.  The  truth  is  that  during  my  visit  to  the 
‘Flouse  of  Flaggis’  I did  not  eat  any  Rich  Tea  - or  any 
other  type  of  - biscuits  as  my  little  Scottish  friend  was  too 
tight  to  get  the  biscuits  oot  for  the  boys. 

As  well  as  being  too  tight  to  break  out  the  biccies  he 
had  the  cheek  to  make  three  cups  of  tea  from  the  same 
tea  bag  and  I’m  sure  I caught  the  wee  haggis  retrieving  a 
used  bag  from  the  bin  to  make  Sutty’s  cuppa!  So  there  you 
have  it  - the  truth  is  out  there.  I’m  now  off  to  Burgers  R Us 
for  the  all-you-can-eat  lunchtime  special! 


Vee  Rubber  introduce  their 
3rd  Generation  MX-Pro  tyres 
proving  once  again  that 
high  performance  doesn't 
have  to  mean  high  prices 


RRP 

250-10  VRM140F  £10.03 

250-10  VRM1 74  £10.03 

275-10  VRM271  £13.97 

250-12  VRM270  £13.74 

300-12  VRM174  £13.74 

80/100-12  VRM140R  £13.74 

410x14  VRM109R  £20.03 

60/100-14  VRM272  £18.32 

80/100-14  VRM140R  £18.66 

90/100x16  VRM140R  £21.77 

70/100-17  VRM140F  £16.13 

450x17  VRM109R  £35.28 

400x18  VRM109R  £27.75 

450x18  VRM109R  £31.40 

100/100-18  VRM140R  £29.55 

100/100-18  VRM229  £29.55 

110/100-18  VRM140R  £31.84 

110/100-18  VRM229  £31.84 

120/100-18  VRM140R  £33.39 

70/100x19  VRM140F  £20.27 

100/90-19  VRM140R  £36.06 

100/90-19  VRM229  £36.06 

110/90-19  VRM140R  £36.76 

110/90-19  VRM229  £36.76 

120/90-19  VRM140R  £39.41 

90/100-20  VRM240  £41.18 

300x21  VRM109F  £30.06 

80/100x21  VRM140F  £28.28 

80/100x21  VRM229  £28.28 

^ENDURO  TYRES 

90/90x21  VRM211  54R  £33.33 

120/90x18  VRM211  65R  £37.63 

140/80x18  VRM211  70R  £43.97 

COMPETITION  TRIALS  TYRES 

350x17  VRM308  54L  £45.56 

400x18  VRM308  64L  £51.94 

250x19  VRM308  41 L £28.94 

275x21  VRM308  45L  £32.86 

PRICES  EXCLUDE  VAT 


ISO  9002 

QUALITY  CERTIFIED 


6-Ply  tyres  at  4-Ply  prices 


Complete  sizes  for  pee-wee 
through  to  600  MX  bikes 


. 

.... 


Tested  and  approved  by 
professional  racers! 


Distributed  in  the  UK  & Ireland 
by  Bike  Alert  pic,  London 


Putollne  ©ffl 


For  information  on  your  nearest  dealer 
please  call  01778  394909  or  sales@putoline.co.uk 


Real  Off  Road  passion 


Christophe  Pourcel, 
MX2  World  Champion 


Putolm 
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STRIKE  JERSEY  #02010  //  size:  S,  M,  L,  XL,  XXL. 
Yellow  Trauma,  Green  Trauma,  Buckshot,  Red,  Blue,  Black 

KIDS  STRIKE  JERSEY  #002011  //  size:  ks 


JERSEY  #02005  //  size:  S,  M,  L,  XL, 
! Camo,  Red  Camo,  Agent  Orange 


Black 


KM,  KL,  KXL.  Black,  Blue,  Red, 


#03004  //  size:  S: 


Black,  Blue  Camo,  Red  Camo,  Agent  Orange 


PUNT  #04008  //  size:  28  to  38 
i Camo,  Red  Camo,  Agent  Orange 


Black: 


RSSBUIT  JERSEY  #02007  //  size:  S,  M,  L,  XL,  XXL 
White  Shattered,  Black,  Blue,  Red,  Yellow,  Dark  Fade  Shatl 


KIDS  ASSAUIT  JERSEY  *02006  //  size:  ks,  km,  kl,  kxl, 

Black,  Blue,  Red,  White  Shattered. 


aSSaiilT  GIOUE  #03001  //  size:  S,  M,  L,  XL,  X; 
Black,  Navy,  Red,  Yellow. 

KIDS  ASSAVIT  GIOUE  #03002  //  size:  KXXS,  KXS,  KS,  KM,  KL 
Black,  Blue,  Red. 


fiSS*UlT  P*NT  #04009  //  size:  28  to  40,  42( Black). 
White  Shattered,  Black,  Blue,  Red,  yellow.  Dark  Fade  shatterei 


KIDS  ASSAUIT  PANT  *04039  //  size:  6 to  12/14 
Black,  Blue,  Red,  White  Shattered. 


www_mQCDbrtM.com 


SQUADRON  MERSEY  #02008  //  size:  S: 
Bipolarf  Fatigue  Camo,  Gray  Camo,  Black. 


RECON  MERSEY  #02009  //  size:  S,  M,  L,  XL,  XXL, 
Blue,  Red,  Yellow. 


Black; 


SQUADRON  RANT  #04005  //  size:  28  to  40 
Bipolar,  Fatigue  Camo,  Gray  Camo,  Black. 


RECON  PANT  #04004  //  size:  28  to  40 
Black,  Blue,  Red 


Yellow 


TACTIC  aiOUE  #03052  //  size:  S,  M,  L,  XL,  XXL 
Black,  Blue,  Red,  Black/White , Fatigue/Black. 


CHIU  OIOUE  #003003  // 

size:  S,  PI,  L,  XL,  XXL.  Black,  Red,  Blue 


BARRIER  OIOUE  #003051  // 
size:  S,  M,  L,  XL,  XXL.  Black,  Red 


KG  MAGNET  #10036  //  size:  S,  M,  L,  XL,  XXL 
Orange,  Blue,  Red,  Black 


PROEIIE  ROOST  DEElEGTOi 

Black,  Blue,  Red,  Yellow. 

#06078  size:  Adult  , #06079  size 
#06080  size:  Kids 


COMBAT  boot  #05001  //  size:  7 to  13.  Black. 
NIBS  COMBAT  BOi  [IT*  #05004  //  size:  K12,  K13, 


□PEN  8.30  - 5.30  MON  - FRI  9.00  - 5.00  SAT  RACING 
30-31  FRIARGATE  DERB’ 
TEL:  01332  331131  FAX:  013c 

CALL  OR  FAX  YOUR  ORDER  DIRECT.  ACCESS,  SWTCH  OR  CHEQUES  ACCEPTED.  ACCOUNTS  ONLY  DEBITED  , 
RETURNED  GOODS  MUST  BE  UNUSED.  IN  ORIGINAL  PACKAGING  AND  RETURNED  BY  RECI 
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Steve  Cox  is  an  American  moto-journalist  who 
follows  the  entire  AMA  SX/MX  tour. 

^ S Since  moving  on  from  US  weekly  Cycle  News 
, he’s  struck  out  on  his  own  to  do  the  freelance 

thing  and  last  year  launched  a new  bi-weekly  MX 
magazine  - Motocross  Illustrated  - covering  both 
AMA  and  GP  action.  He  knows  the  sport  and  its 
personalities  like  few  others  and  as  our  US  Editor 
provides  insight  straight  from  the  Stateside  scene...  * ^ \ 


84  dintbikerider 


P084-89  stateside  - SL  7/6/07  10:30  am  Page  85 


dbr  stateside 


L 

i 

/ 


SERIES  STANDINGS 

Motocross 


1 

Ricky  Carmichael 

97  points 

2 

James  Stewart 

87 

3 

Timmy  Ferry 

78 

4 

Davi  Millsaps 

76 

5 

Grant  Langston 

61 

6 

Andrew  Short 

59 

7 

Kevin  Windham 

59 

8 

Mike  Alessi 

50 

9 

Michael  Byrne 

48 

10 

David  Vuillemin 

43 

18 

Adam  Chatfield 

16 

Just  like  a quality  bottle  of  Bordeaux,  Ricky 
Carmichael  seems  to  get  better  with  age... 

getting  stuck  behind  lappers.  But  Stewart  hangs  on  to  win  just  in  front  of  Carmichael. 
Some  71  seconds  later  Stewart’s  team-mate  Timmy  Ferry  crosses  the  line  third,  just  in 
front  of  Kevin  Windham,  Davi  Millsaps,  Grant  Langston,  Mike  Alessi,  Andrew  Short, 
Michael  Byrne  and  Jeff  Alessi.  Everyone  else  is  a lap  down. 

Moto  two  sees  Millsaps  with  the  holeshot,  although  Carmichael  moves  into  the  lead 
on  lap  two  and  is  quickly  followed  by  Stewart  into  second.  A few  laps  into  the  race 
Stewart  goes  down  while  pressuring  Carmichael  for  the  lead  and  when  he  gets  up 
Carmichael  is  gone. 

Stewart  seems  to  concede  the  moto  but  even  so  he  goes  down  again  in  a tricky 


Ricky  Carmichael’s  plan  coming  into  the  Nationals  is  to  race  the  first  five  events, 
then  go  back  into  hibernation  until  the  Motocross  des  Nations  at  Budds  Creek. 

But  as  amazing  as  he  is,  even  he  probably  doesn’t  imagine  that  two  races  in  he’ll  have 
three  moto  wins. 

At  the  series  opener  at  Hangtown  it’s  James  Stewart  who  grabs  the  opening  holeshot 
but  he  falls  only  a couple  corners  into  the  race  and  Carmichael  takes  over.  Stewart 
begins  the  chase  and  then  it’s  Carmichael’s  turn  to  eat  dirt. 

“He  was  pushing  me,  dude,  there’s  no  doubt  about  it,”  Carmichael  says.  “We’re  back 
where  we  were  last  year  and  we  had  an  insurmountable  lead  on  third  place.  But  when 


you’re  riding  that  fast  and  you  don’t  feel  comfortable,  stuff  like  that  happens.  What’s  section  before  the  finish  line  and  bends  his  bars  and  knocks  his  front  brake  lever  out  of 


frustrating  is  when  you  feel  good  and  you’re  being  held  back.  All  the  years  I’ve  been  reach.  Without  a front  brake  he’s  unable  to  make  a charge  on  Millsaps  in  second  and 

coming  here  since  ’97  I’ve  never  found  a bike  that  felt  sweet  out  here  for  some  reason.  falls  into  the  clutches  of  Ferry. 


I was  running  out  front  with  maybe  a two-and-a-half  second  lead  or  something  and  I fell 


Ferry  finally  makes  the  pass  for  third  - and  it’s  an  aggressive  one.  “I  had  to  make  kind 


down  and  I got  back  up  and  started  trying  to  go  again.”  of  an  aggressive  pass  to  get  by  on  one  of  the  off-cambers,”  Ferry  says.  “I  came  together 

Carmichael  retains  the  lead  but  Stewart  is  a lot  closer.  He  moves  past  Carmichael  on  with  him  and  I didn’t  want  to  take  him  out  and  make  him  lose  any  more  points  but  at 
lap  12  and  then  Carmichael  glues  himself  to  Stewart’s  rear  wheel  as  Stewart  keeps  that  point  I was  just  worried  about  getting  on  the  podium.”  ) 
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So  Carmichael  takes  the  moto  and  overall  win  with  a 2-1  score  while  Stewart  is 
second  overall  with  a 1-4,  Ferry  is  third  with  a 3-3  and  Millsaps  is  fourth  with  a 5-2. 

Mt  Morris  features  much  of  the  same  sort  of  things  as  moto  two  at  Hangtown  as 
Millsaps  grabs  the  holeshot  in  moto  one,  giving  way  quickly  to  Stewart.  Carmichael  finds 
his  way  into  second  but  by  then  he’s  quite  a ways  behind  Stewart. 

Carmichael  begins  to  eat  into  Stewart’s  lead  until  he  is  on  his  rival  around  the  halfway 
point.  Carmichael  eventually  finds  his  way  past  and  into  the  lead  with  an  aggressive 
pass  around  the  outside  of  Stewart.  From  here  the  moto  is  over  as  Carmichael  hangs  on 
to  win  over  Stewart,  Ferry  and  Millsaps. 

Millsaps  takes  his  third  holeshot  in  a row  in  moto  two  but  this  time  Carmichael  is 
quickly  past  and  into  the  lead.  With  Stewart  mired  in  the  pack  the  race  is  over  before  it 
really  gets  going  and  Carmichael  goes  on  to  win  comfortably  over  Stewart,  Millsaps 
and  Ferry. 

“This  one  will  be  special,  for  sure,”  Carmichael  says  of  his  win.  “Coming  off  the  last 
week  and  how  I felt  - and  obviously  racing  this  guy  [James  Stewart]  - 1 think  we  feel  so 
good  about  ourselves  and  our  programme  when  either  he  beats  me  or  I beat  him.  I think 
when  I beat  him  I feel  awesome.  When  I beat  Jeremy  it  just  felt  awesome  and  I’m  sure  for 
him  it’s  the  same  way  so  that’s  what  makes  it  special  - any  time  you  can  beat  the 
toughest  competitor  you’ve  ever  faced  it  makes  it  sweet.” 

Stewart  finishes  second  overall  with  a 2-2.  “I  was  really  struggling  in  the  corners 
today,”  Stewart  says.  “I  was  really  struggling  trying  to  get  into  them  and  that’s  where  I 
really  lost  all  my  time.  He  could  do  that  tunnel  jump  more  cleanly  every  lap  and  I could 
only  get  it  every  other  lap  or  so.” 

Davi  Millsaps  lets  it  all 
hang  out  at  Hangtown 


SUPERCROSS 

Final  series  standings 

1 James  Stewart  385 

2 Chad  Reed  334 

3 Timmy  Ferry  276 

4 Kevin  Windham  240 

5 Ivan  Tedesco  197 

6 David  Vuillemin  196 

7 Michael  Byrne  189 

8 Ricky  Carmichael  160 

9 Heath  Voss  160 

10  Paul  Carpenter  143 


With  RC  only  riding  selected  rounds, 
James  Stewart  is  effectively  leading 
the  AMA  Motocross  championship 


Third  indoors,  Timmy  Ferry’s 
currently  holding  the  bronze 
medal  position  outdoors  too 


EAST  V WEST 

Stewart  and  Dungey  win  in  Vegas 

Las  Vegas  has  been  alternately  kind  and  vicious  to 
Monster  Energy  Kawasaki’s  James  Stewart  in  the  past. 

He  was  one  of  the  long  list  of  non-champions  to  win 
the  shootout  in  his  rookie  season  of  2002  after  losing  the 
125cc  Western  title  to  Travis  Preston.  Then,  in  2003,  after 
winning  the  Western  title  he  crashed  out  spectacularly 
which  kept  him  out  for  much  of  the  outdoor  season  while 
another  125cc  non-champion  went  on  to  win  the  Main  - 
Andrew  Short. 

He  returned  in  2004  to  win  the  shootout  as  the  125cc 


Eastern  champ  then  crashed  out  of  the  2005  250cc  event 
in  his  heat  race.  He  returned  again  to  win  the  2006  event 
on  his  way  to  clinching  the  World  Supercross 
Championship  and  he’s  focused  this  year  on  not 
continuing  his  love/hate  relationship  with  Sam  Boyd 
Stadium.  And  it  works  out  for  Stewart  as  he  takes  a pretty 
easy  victory  to  cap  off  his  season  with  13  wins. 

The  Dave  Coombs  Sr  Lites  East/West  Shootout  has  a 
history  of  favouring  underdogs.  Since  2000  either  the 
East  or  West  champ  has  only  won  the  event  once  and 
that  was  in  2004  when  James  Stewart  won  both  the 
Eastern  title  and  the  shootout. 

This  year,  though,  it  seems  a foregone  conclusion  for 


many  that  either  Villopoto  (the  Western  champ)  or 
Townley  (the  Eastern  champ)  will  win  as  the  Pro  Circuit 
team  has  won  11  of  the  15  races  run  coming  into  Vegas. 

Villopoto  wins  the  Western  Regional  heat  race  and 
Townley  wins  the  Eastern  Regional  heat  race  and  they 
seem  to  be  the  clear  favourites  to  win  the  Main  Event. 
However,  nobody  tells  that  to  Makita  Suzuki’s  Ryan 
Dungey  who  grabs  an  early  lead  and  takes  advantage  of 
mechanical  failures  for  both  Townley  and  Villopoto  to  win 
the  Main  Event  from  Jake  Weimer  and  Martin  Davalos. 

“It’s  definitely  a big  shock  thinking  about  where  I was 
at  a year  ago,  ” Dungey  admits.  “I’m  just  really  pumped  to 
be  here  right  now  and  I work  hard  and  I really  want  this.  ” 


dirtbikerider  B7 


hot  summer^ 


Jeans/  Shirt/  Gloves/Helmet/Boots/ Goggles 

all  for  an  incredible  £199.00 


Jeans/Shirt  now  only  £69.95  Black/Blue/Red/Yellow. 
Kids  deals  also.  Gloves  - Adult  £20.00  Kids  £18.00 


Tech  7 Boots 

£189.00 


Tech  3 Boots 

£135.00 


Tech  6 Kids  Boots 

£112.00 


MB 

Tech  1 0 Boots 

call  for  best  deal 


Tech  8 Boots 

£239.00 


Arai  Helmet  stockist 

call  for  best  deal 


One  Industries  Kombat  Helmets  £99.95 
Monster  II  | Rockstar  | White  Flame  I Black  Camo 


O'  Frame  Pink/Black 

£22.00 


Crowbar  James  Stewart 

£39.00 


Crowbar  Retro 

£39.00 


O'  Frames  £22  new  colours  Text,  Red  Tribal,  Black/Pink  Fade,  Blue  Tribal,  White/Blue  Fade 
Crowbars  (new  colours)  £37,  Carmichael  O'  Frame  £29,  Iridium  Goggles  £40,  Rip  'N'  Roll  systems  £23 


Spy  Goggle  Clearance 

See  web  for  details 

Alloy,  Alloy  Pro,  Magneto,  Magneto  Pro 


EVS  Knee  Braces 
were  £1 85  now  £99.95 


Red  Skull  Navy  Gothic  Yellow  Skull  No  Fear  Elektron 

No  Fear  Spectrum  Package  Jeans/Shirt  now  only  £94.00  Jeans/Shirt  only  £129.00 

No  Fear  Optimal  Helmets  only  £75.00,  Berik  Des  Nations  Size  9, 1 0 White/Red/Blue  only  £1 75.00 


No  Fear  Rogue  Package 
Jeans/Shirt  now  only  £1 15.00 

Kids  Package  £70.00 
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visit  our  website 

wnww.mickberrillmcco.uk 


1-3  Henry  Street  Northampton  NN1  4JD  1 01604  63670  or  633624  f 01604  624385 
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Ben  and  Ryan  set  Lites  pace 

Monster  Energy/Pro  Circuit  Kawasaki’s  Ben  Townley  and 
Ryan  Viiiopoto  are  highly  favoured  in  the  Lites  class  in 
the  2007  AMA  Nationals.  Viiiopoto  is  the  defending  champ 
while  Townley  is  his  seasoned  team-mate  and  former 
world  champ. 

At  Hangtown  Townley  and  Viiiopoto  fight  their  way 
through  the  pack  in  moto  one  to  pass  Makita  Suzuki’s 
Ryan  Dungey  and  leader  Josh  Grant  after  Viiiopoto 
actually  crashes  out  of  the  lead  in  the  early  going. 

‘‘The  moto  was  going  good  until  I fell  over,”  Viiiopoto 
says.  “I  washed  the  front  out  in  the  mud  and  they  really 
watered  the  track  before  both  motos.  It  was  really  muddy 
so  it  was  just  a mistake  that  I made  and  I just  had  to  work 
my  way  back  up.” 

Once  Townley  grabs  the  lead  Viiiopoto  immediately 
goes  by  to  assume  the  front  spot.  ‘‘I  just  got  past  Ben 
and  it  seemed  like  we  both  wicked  it  up  and  he  stayed 
right  there  with  me  until  the  end  of  the  moto,”  Viiiopoto 
says.  “Then  the  second  moto  was  a different  story...” 

Townley  isn’t  very  enthusiastic  about  his  runner-up 
finish.  “From  my  perspective,  it  was  crap,”  Townley  says. 
“I  rode  terrible.  I was  second  off  the  start  behind  Josh 
and  on  the  off-camber  in  the  back  I went  down.  From 
every  lap  on  after  that  on  that  off-camber  I rode  like  a girl. 
I came  down  there  and  I would  lose  time  to  Dungey  and 
once  Ryan  passed  I would  lose  time  to  him  there. 

“I  did  get  the  lead  but  it  was  only  brief.  I just  rode 
terrible.  I got  caught  riding  like  these  guys  do  and  not 


riding  my  own  race.  I was  frustrated  after  that  race 
because  my  times  have  been  consistent  all  weekend  so  I 
went  back  and  thought  about  it  and  wanted  to  ride  like  I 
know  how  to  ride  in  the  second  race.” 

The  second  moto  is  all  Townley  as  he  starts  the  moto 
with  a big  holeshot.  Viiiopoto  works  his  way  into  second 
right  away  with  Dungey  third  and  Grant  fourth.  Viiiopoto 
actually  passes  Townley  for  the  lead  at  one  point  but 
hands  it  right  back  when  he  crashes  and  remounts 
second.  And  that’s  all  Townley  needs. 

“I  fell  over  again  after  the  step-up  and  Ben  got  past  me 
and  once  I got  to  where  I could  see  Ben  I was  in  second 
and  I was  watching  him  just  inch  away,”  Viiiopoto  says. 

“I  was  trying  to  do  something  about  it  but  I think  he  was 
riding  the  track  a lot  better  than  I was.  I was  making 
mistakes  and  was  losing  it  there  and  just  had  some  bad 
line  choices.” 

“To  be  here  and  win  on  the  same  day  as  Ricky 
Carmichael  and  race  with  these  guys  in  America  is 
something  that  I’ll  look  back  on  in  my  career  and  say  that 
it  was  amazing,”  admits  BT.  “I’ve  watched  videos  and 
read  magazines  for  years  and  years  and  to  win  a National 
today  is  amazing.  It’s  hard  to  put  into  words  how  it  feels.” 

At  Mt  Morris  Dungey  grabs  the  holeshot  in  moto  one 
with  Grant  on  his  tail.  Townley  goes  down  on  the  start 
and  damages  his  front  wheel.  After  he  gets  up  in  last  he 
has  to  stop  and  get  a new  front  wheel  before  resuming 
his  charge  from  probably  45  seconds  behind  the  next 
rider  on  the  track. 

“I  was  pissed,”  Townley  says.  “I  couldn’t  believe  it.  I’ve 
been  getting  good  starts  lately  and  that  Pro  Circuit  bike’s 


awesome.  I’ve  really  changed  the  way  I’ve  started  and  I’ve 
been  getting  lots  of  holeshots  and  I was  gutted  when  I 
went  down  there.  Then,  on  the  first  lap,  I was  going 
around  and  I could  hear  something  hitting  the  disc  and 
Bones  took  a closer  look  at  it  and  he  had  me  pull  it  in.  So 
I pulled  it  in  and  got  it  on  the  stand  and  it  felt  like  an 
eternity  - 1 was  way  last  by  the  time  I left  the  pits.  ’’ 

Grant  passes  Dungey  right  away  and  begins  to  pull 
away  out  front.  Jason  Lawrence  moves  his  way  by 
Dungey  into  second,  only  to  lose  the  spot  to  Viiiopoto 
only  a lap  or  two  later  and  the  top  three  is  set  as  Grant 
takes  the  moto  victory  followed  by  Viiiopoto,  Lawrence 
and  Dungey.  Amazingly,  Townley  finds  his  way  all  the  way 
up  to  10th. 

Moto  two  sees  Grant  take  the  holeshot  but  Townley  is 
quickly  by  and  speeds  away.  Viiiopoto  moves  into  second 
in  the  early  stages  and  the  top  three  is  decided. 

“Between  motos  I just  told  myself  to  go  out  there  and 
make  sure  I got  maximum  points  in  that  one  to  limit  the 
damage,”  Townley  says  but  Grant’s  1-3  is  good  enough 
for  his  first  AMA  National  win,  followed  by  Villopoto’s 
2-2  and  Townley’s  10-1. 

“It  feels  really  good,”  grins  Grant.  “I’m  pumped.  I’ve 
been  working  really  hard  for  this  and  I finally  put  it 
together  this  weekend.  I felt  really  good  on  Saturday  in 
practice  and  pretty  much  all  weekend.” 

Viiiopoto  establishes  an  eight-point  lead  over  Townley 
after  two  rounds  but  he  knows  it’s  not  going  to  be  easy 
from  this  point  on.  “It’s  going  to  be  tough,”  Viiiopoto 
admits.  “Josh  is  riding  good  and  Ben’s  on  it  so  it’s  going 
to  be  tougher  than  last  year,  for  sure." 


SERIES  STANDINGS 

Motocross  Lites 


1 Ryan  Viiiopoto 

2 Ben  Townley 

3 Josh  Grant 

4 Ryan  Dungey 

5 Jason  Lawrence 

6 Tommy  Hahn 

7 Brock  Tickle 

8 Jake  Weimer 

9 Josh  Hill 

10  MattGoerke 


Defending  champ  Ryan  Viiiopoto 
takes  an  early  lead  in  the 
MX  Lites  division 
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Pre-order  and  you  could 
win  a day’s  training  with 
7 times  world  champion 
Dougie  Lampkin!* 

And  more... 

^ Lampkin's  replica  helmet 

^ Jitsie  race  kit,  cap  & t-shirt 

^ Repsol  oil  pack 

^ An  annual  sub'  to  T+MX 

^ Renthal  handlebar  and 
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Combining  the  official  programme  of 
the  2007  Trials  GP  (the  third  and  final 
homecoming),  this  is  a special  one-off  issue 
of  Britain's  first  dedicated  trials  magazine 

-trialsworld 
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Not  available  in  shops.  All  orders  are  subject  to  availability.  Please  allow  2 working  days  for  delivery  from  the  publication  date  - 18/07/07. 

* Multi-world  champion  Dougie  Lampkin  will  be  joined  by  members  of  his  world  championship  team  plus  European  champion  James  Dabill  to  offer  literally  the  best 
trials  tuition  on  the  planet.  Obviously,  due  to  his  hectic  competition  schedule  and  promotional  duties  the  opportunity  for  Dougie  to  be  available  for  public  training  days  is 
very  limited,  making  this  school  too  rare  a chance  to  be  missed.  The  days  will  take  place  on  7th,  8th,  9th  & 10th  August  2007  at  a venue  (to  be  confirmed)  near  to 
Silsden,  West  Yorkshire,  which  will  cater  for  all  ability  levels. 


off-road 


dintbikerider  105 


PO  92-0  97 


Johnny  Aubert-SL  6/6/07  8:02  am  Page  92 


After  going  from  WEC  newcomer  to  race  winner  in  less  than 
three  months,  Frenchman  lohnny  Aubert  now  has  his  sights 
firmly  set  on  winning  the  E2  world  title  ^ 

Words  and  photos  by  Jonty  Edmunds 
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From  rookie  to  contender 
in  record  time  - Aubert 

ON  MAY  7 last  year  Frenchman  Johnny  Aubert 
stunned  the  enduro  world  by  claiming  victory  in 
only  his  second  ever  WEC  event.  With  an 
almost  complete  lack  of  international  enduro 
experience,  the  E2  class  rookie  turned  the 
series  on  its  head  and  left  many  wondering  how 
the  then  little-known  rider  had  achieved  what  no 
other  competitor  in  the  history  of  the  WEC  had. 

Up  against  on-form,  uninjured  and  seasoned 
WEC  campaigners,  Aubert’s  leap  almost 
straight  to  the  top  step  of  the  E2  podium  was 
a major  surprise.  A rider  who  as  a youngster 
was  once  viewed  by  many  as  France’s  next 
Jean-Michel  Bayle,  having  seen  injury 
repeatedly  deny  him  the  results  he  was  capable 
of  achieving  as  a professional  motocross  rider 
Aubert,  at  the  age  of  26,  seemed  to  have  found 
his  calling. 

But  for  Aubert  competing  in  the  WEC  was 
something  he’d  never  considered  until  the  end 
of  ’05  when,  after  countless  seasons  ruined  by 
injury  and  struggling  to  make  ends  meet,  he 
finally  decided  he’d  had  enough  of  motocross. 
The  80cc  world  MX  champ  back  in  ’93,  Aubert’s 
dreams  of  making  it  as  a professional 
motocross  racer  had  been  dashed. 

“I  was  17  when  I turned  professional,” 
recalls  Aubert  who  would  eventually  bring  his 
motocross  career  to  a close  injured,  dejected 
and  ready  to  “get  a normal  job”.  “I  raced  for  the 


Platini  Kawasaki  team  on  a 125.  My  first  year  in 
the  GPs  went  quite  well,  I qualified  at  every 
race,  made  some  good  results  and  finished 
about  32«d  or  33rd  in  the  world  championship.” 

But  dlring  his  first  years  of  the  world 
champioijship  circuit  Aubert  “made”,  as  he  puts 
it,  “lots  of  big  crashes”.  “Whenever  I was 
starting  to  ride  fast  I would  get  injured  and  then 
have  to  stay  at  home  for  some  months.  I was 
fast  or  injured. 

“In  ’99  I was  fourth  in  the  125cc  world 
championship  after  the  first  two  races.  But  then 
I crashed  with  Grant  Langston  in  Brazil  and  I 
badly  damaged  my  knee.  I was  at  home  for  six 
months  after  that.  I started  again  but  had  more 
problems  and  my  motivation  went  down.” 

Continuing  to  compete  in  the  world 
championship  up  until  the  end  of  ’03,  Johnny 
decided  to  try  something  new  in  ’04  and  signed 
to  race  in  the  States.  “I  raced  in  the  GPs  in  ’03 
and  then  went  to  the  US  in  ’04.  I was  with  a 
small  team  in  Europe,  my  bike  wasn’t  so  fast  so 
I decided  to  try  something  new.” 

But  things  didn’t  work  out  for  Johnny  in  the 
US  as  a crash  at  the  first  round  of  the  AMA 
Supercross  series  while  competing  on  a 125cc 
Suzuki  saw  him  break  two  vertebrae  which 
resulted  in  him  returning  home  for  close  to 
five  months. 

“I  returned  to  GPs  in  ’05,”  recalls  Johnny, 


“but  I had  no  real  motivation  and  no  money. 

In  the  middle  of  the  season  I stopped.  I was 
racing  full-time  but  not  earning  any  money. 

I stayed  home  for  five  or  six  months  after  that 
not  racing  and  that’s  when  the  UFO  Corse 
Yamaha  team  contacted  me.” 

The  rest,  as  they  say,  is  history  and  with  the 
UFO  Yamaha  team  looking  to  recruit  a rider 
from  outside  of  the  WEC  Aubert  headed  to  Italy. 

“The  team  saw  me  ride  and  asked  if  I 
wanted  to  try  racing  in  the  WEC.  I said  yes, 
signed  the  contract  and  for  the  first  time  in 
many  years  I had  some  money  in  my  pocket,” 
recalls  Johnny.  “It  was  strange  for  me  because  I 
had  scored  some  good  results  in  motocross  for 
10  years  or  so  but  wasn’t  able  to  earn  any 
money  from  it.  I didn’t  have  an  enduro  licence,  I 
couldn’t  change  tyres,  had  never  ridden  in  an 
enduro  and  the  team  were  going  to  pay  me.  I 
thought  the  team  were  crazy  but  I also  realised 
that  I had  a chance  to  turn  things  around.” 

So  for  the  ’06  WEC  season  the  team’s 
championship  aspirations  fell  on  the  shoulders 
of  Aubert  and  his  Italian  team-mate  Fabrizio 
Dini.  With  absolutely  no  international  enduro 
experience,  few  expected  Aubert  to  do  more 
than  simply  compete  and  learn  during  his  debut 
season.  But  as  the  ’06  season  drew  closer  the 
last-minute  re-signing  of  Stefan  Merriman  to 
compete  in  the  E2  class  for  UFO  Yamaha 
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b meant  that  Aubert  would  take  a number  two 
K|  rider  role  within  the  team. 

Aubert’s  first  official  outing  for  the  team  was 
the  Genoa  Indoor  Enduro.  Clearly  still  a little 
unsure  of  his  new  surroundings  - and  faced  for 
™ the  first  time  with  rocks,  logs  and  water  hazards 
rather  than  whoops  and  table-tops  - in  one 
evening  Aubert  went  from  being  the  rider 
no-one  really  knew  about  to  the  rider  everyone 
wanted  to  know  about  as  he  finished  as  an 
impressive  runner-up  to  David  Knight. 

What  happened  next  ensured  Aubert’s 


talents  were  well  and  truly  noted  and,  more 
importantly,  showed  that  his  impressive  indoor 
performance  was  certainly  not  a one  off.  With 
the  ’06  WEC  series  starting  with  the  first  ever 
winter  enduro  in  Sweden,  Aubert  finished  third 
in  the  E2  class  on  both  days. 

Johnny’s  debut  WEC  performance  was  little 
short  of  brilliant.  With  most  non-Scandinavians 
struggling  to  get  to  grips  with  the  conditions, 
Aubert’s  double  podium  finish  was  arguably  the 
best  WEC  debut  ride  ever  seen.  Well  out  of  his 
comfort  zone  and  with  much  still  to  learn,  the 


Frenchman  showed  that  he  was  not  only 
serious  about  his  new  career  as  an  enduro  rider 
but  more  than  capable  of  dealing  with  adverse 
and  unfamiliar  conditions. 

From  Sweden  the  series  travelled  to 
Portugal,  bringing  with  it  a completely  new  set 

I of  challenges  - but  Johnny  showed  that  his  lack 
of  experience  wasn’t  going  to  stop  him 
achieving  great  things  in  his  debut  season. 
Fourth  on  day  one  having  struggled  to  master 
the  extreme  test  and  having  crashed  on  the 
enduro  test,  on  day  two  Aubert  did  the 
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unthinkable.  He  claimed  his  first  WEC  victory. 

“It  was  absolutely  fantastic  to  have  had  such 
a great  weekend,”  recalls  Aubert  thinking  back 
to  the  first  time  he  stood  on  top  of  a world 
championship  podium.  “I  couldn’t  believe  it  at 
first.  On  day  two  I wanted  to  fight  for  a position 
on  the  podium  and  I did  that.  Winning  my  first 
world  championship  race  in  my  first  season  of 
enduros  was  fantastic.” 

Having  claimed  his  first  world  championship 
victory  after  just  four  days  of  competition, 

Aubert  instantly  became  France’s  new  enduro 
star.  Just  two  races  into  the  ’06  WEC  season 
Aubert  had  shown  that  he  could  adapt  quickly 
to  unfamiliar  conditions  and  had  the  speed  to 

I win.  But  surely  a world  championship  title  in  his 
first  year  was  too  much  to  ask  even  of  Aubert? 

“Many  people  started  asking  me  if  I thought 
I could  win  the  world  championship  after  my 
, good  start  but  I always  knew  it  would  be  hard. 

I I showed  that  I could  be  fast  but  I still  had  a lot 
to  learn.” 

1 Throughout  ’06  Aubert  remained  extremely 
level-headed  about  his  chances  of  winning  the 
j E2  world  championship  - even  after  he  backed 
' up  his  impressive  Portuguese  result  with  a 
. winning  ride  at  the  third  round  of  the  series.  But 
as  things  turned  out  Johnny  didn’t  win  the  E2 
world  title  in  ’06. 

With  Samuli  Aro  going  on  to  defend  his  title, 
Aubert  ended  up  fourth  - the  result  of  three 
no-scores.  After  failing  to  finish  the  second  day 
of  the  GP  of  Italy,  Aubert  finished  on  the 
podium  on  both  days  in  Canada  and  the  States, 
returned  to  the  top  step  of  the  podium  once 
more  in  Slovakia  and  then  crashed  out  of  the 
final  round  of  the  year,  his  home  GP 

So  what  does  Aubert  think  of  his 
performances  during  ’06?  “For  the  first  year 
think  I did  pretty  well.  I finished  with  three  day 
wins  and  finished  on  the  podium  at  seven  races. 


Yeah,  it  was  a good  season  really. 

With  one  season  of  WEC  competition  under 
his  belt  and  riding  for  a familiar  team  and 
racing  familiar  machinery,  Aubert’s  goal  for 
’07  is  an  obvious  one  - to  try  and  win  the  E2 
world  championship. 

So  his  hopes  were  high  as  Johnny  headed 
to  Sweden  following  impressive  results  in  the 
early  rounds  of  the  Italian  Enduro 
Championship.  But  a group  of  fast 
Scandinavians  prevented  Johnny  from 
repeating  the  double  podium  finish  he  scored 
12  months  earlier  and  after  ending  up  fifth  on 
both  days  Aubert  left  Sweden  a little  further 
behind  the  E2  championship  leaders  than  he 
had  in  ’06.  But  he  was  optimistic  of  strong 
results  in  Spain  and  Portugal. 

“Samuli  and  Mika  were  both  very  fast  in 
Sweden  so  it  was  always  going  to  be  difficult  to 
win.  I pushed  to  finish  as  high  as  I could,  my 
results  weren’t  so  bad.  I learned  last  year  that 
you  don’t  need  to  win  every  day  to  win  a 
championship.  The  important  thing  is  not  to 
score  zero  points  at  any  race.” 

Strong  results  were  exactly  what  Aubert  got 
as  the  series  arrived  in  southern  Europe. 
Winning  both  days  in  Spain  before  going  on  to 
win  both  days  in  Portugal,  Johnny  took  the  lead 
of  the  E2  championship  to  once  again  show 
that  Mika  Ahola  and  Samuli  Aro  weren’t  the 
only  two  riders  fast  enough  to  win. 

Pit  bitches  were  quick  to  say  that  the  only 
reason  Aubert  had  won  in  Spain  was  because 
the  event  essentially  had  three  motocross  tests. 
That’s  why  a good  result  in  Portugal  was 
important  to  me,”  explains  Aubert.  “Yes,  the 
tests  were  good  for  me  in  Spain  but  I knew  that 
I won  because  I was  the  fastest,  not  simply 
because  the  race  was  easy.” 

In  Portugal  Aubert  collected  another  double 
E2  class  win  to  not  only  silence  his  critics  as 


the  race  was  anything  but  easy  but  also 


to  move  to  the  head  of  the  E2  championship 
standings. 

“It  really  annoys  me  when  people  tell  me 
that  it  is  easy  for  me  to  be  fast  in  enduros 
because  I am  a motocross  rider,”  adds  Johnny. 

“I  think  I am  fast  because  my  style  suits 
enduro,  I have  some  good  skills,  I am  smooth 
but  also  quite  aggressive.  Just  because  I come 
from  motocross  means  nothing. 

“This  year  Fred  Bolley  is  racing  in  the  WEC. 
He  is  a motocross  racer,  a former  world 
champion  and  he  hasn’t  won  any  races  like  I 
did  in  my  first  year.  It  doesn’t  matter  if  you 
come  from  motocross,  from  trials  or  from  road 
racing.  The  only  thing  that  matters  is  the  result. 
If  you  are  fast  enough  you  can  win.” 

As  leader  of  the  E2  world  championship, 
Aubert  arrived  at  the  UFO  Yamaha  team’s 
home  GP  hoping  to  defend  - if  not  extend  - 
his  class  lead.  Disappointingly,  Johnny  headed 
home  from  the  event  that  marked  the  midway 
point  of  the  series  dejected  and  back  in  third 
position  in  the  championship  having  failed  to 
finish  the  second  day  due  to  a sudden  engine 
problem  when  in  sight  of  the  finish. 

Although  Aubert  now  faces  an  uphill  battle 
to  move  himself  back  into  a position  from 
where  he  can  again  challenge  for  the  title  one 
thing  is  certain  - he  won’t  give  up  on  the 
championship  without  a fight. 

And  if  Johnny  does  or  doesn’t  win  the  E2 
world  championship  this  season  another  thing 
that’s  certain  is  that  the  Frenchman’s  future  lies 
within  enduro.  “I  am  completely  finished  with 
motocross.  I have  some  good  memories  of 
motocross  but  a lot  of  bad  memories.  The  last 
two  or  three  years  were  really  difficult  for  me  in 
motocross.  I am  really  happy  with  the  UFO 
Yamaha  team,  my  mechanic  and  my  bike.  ■ 
My  home  is  with  enduro  now.”  I 
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READY  TO  RUMBLE? 

There  are  many  factors  that  combine  to  ensure  a rider  goes  to  the  gate 
as  prepped  as  possible  as  world  championship  leaders  losh  Coppins 
and  Antonio  Cairoli  and  British  MX2  champ  Carl  Nunn  explain... 

Words  and  photos  by  Jonty  Edmunds 
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D of  the  six  P rule?  No?  Well  it  goes  like  this  - proper 
preparation  prevents  p**s  poor  performance.  It’s  relevant  to  everyone  from 
club  racers  to  world  champions  and  can  be  applied  to  every  aspect  of 
racing  from  pre-season  testing  to  mid-week  training  to  an  effective  - and 
often  overlooked  - race  day  routine. 

Two  riders  that  clearly  know  how  to  prepare  themselves  for  the 
demands  of  grand  prix  motocross  are  Yamaha  stars  Josh  Coppins  and 
Antonio  Cairoli.  Current  leaders  of  the  ’07  MX1  and  MX2  world 
championships,  the  two  riders  have  learned  not  only  how  best  to  prepare 
for  a GP  season  but  have  also  developed  a race  day  routine  that  ensures 
they  can  perform  at  their  very  best. 

For  both  riders  race  day  preparation  is  a continuation  of  the  way  they 
prepare  themselves  during  the  days  leading  up  to  a GP  With  the  amount  of 
sleep,  what  they  eat  and  drink  and  the  amount  of  testing,  training  and 
relaxation  they  do  mid-week  all  linked  to  their  weekend  and  season-long 
performances,  ensuring  they  perform  at  their  best  come  Sunday  has  much 
to  do  with  their  well  honed  race  day  preparations. 

One  thing  you  won’t  see  either  rider  doing  on  Sunday  morning  at  a GP 
is  rushing  around  in  panic  mode.  Thanks  to  simple  planning  both  riders  - 
like  most  top-flight  athletes  - handle  their  pre-race  preparation  in  a relaxed 
way,  leaving  them  able  to  focus  on  their  racing.  Ensuring  that  they  are  as 
relaxed  as  they  can  be  means  that  even  when  the  pressure’s  on  they  can 
deal  withlt^and  still  remain  clear  headed  and  focused. 

As  most  everyone  knows  sleep  is  hugely  important  to  athletes  as  it 
gives  the  body  time  to  rest  and  recover.  But  for  many  GP  riders  where 
they  sleep  - b|Sit  in  their  camper  at  the  track  or  in  the  often  quieter 
surroundings  of  a hotel  - is  what’s  of  real  importance. 

“I  prefer  to  sleep  in  my  camper  during  the  weekends,”  explains  Josh. 
“There’s  so  much  to  do  during  the  day  before  the  race  like  walking  the 
track,  speaking  with  the  team  and  sponsors,  having  a massage  and 
generally  getting  stuff  ready  that  by  the  time  I’ve  eaten  it’s  normally  really 
late  - the  last  thing  I want  to  do  is  go  and  find  my  hotel.  I often  don’t  finish 
at  the  track  before  half  past  eight.  I have  everything  I need  in  the 
motorhome  as  well.  I can  eat  what  I need  when  I want  to  and  don’t  have  to 
worry  about  finding.,  a restaurant.” 

But  while  Josh  lists  the  benefits  of  sleeping  in  his  camper  so 
convincingly  he  sounds  like  a Trucks  R Us  rep,  Antonio  takes  a much  more 
laidback  view11|yhere  he  sleeps.  “Sleeping  in  a hotel  or  in  my  camper  is 
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“I  prefer  to  eat  with  the  Rinaldi  team  or  I’ll 
swing  by  the  Martin  Honda  Racing  truck  around 
1 1 o’clock  to  get  some  pasta  on  both  Saturday 
and  Sunday,”  explains  Josh.  “I  have  a routine  of 
having  a big  evening  meal  on  Saturday,  pasta 
before  qualifying  or  the  first  race  and  then  I try 
and  snack  throughout  the  day  I’m  always 
nibbling  on  a Powerbar,  rather  than  eating  too 
much  and  then  feeling  stuffed.  I don’t  have  a 
special  diet,  I just  try  and  eat  what  I like  as 
regular  light  meals.” 

For  Cairoli  Sunday  isn’t  that  much  different 
to  any  other  day  of  the  week.  “I  don’t  change 
my  diet  during  the  weekend  - I try  to  eat  like  I 
do  during  the  week.” 

And  just  like  Josh,  Antonio  doesn’t  have  a 
special  diet,  preferring  instead  simply  to  eat 
sensibly.  “I  don’t  have  a special  diet  but  I make 
sure  that  I don’t  eat  food  that  is  bad  for  me,  like 
fried  food.  On  race  day  I normally  have  some 
breakfast  when  I get  up  and  then  I will  have 
some  pasta  with  tomato  after  the  first  heat. 

I don’t  eat  too  much  because  it’s  not  good  to 
be  too  full.” 

Arguably  more  important  than  what  they  eat 
on  race  day  is  what  the  Yamaha  duo  drink  and 
when  they  drink  it.  Adequate  hydration  is  key  to 
fending  off  cramp  and  drops  in  concentration 
levels  so  both  riders  spend  not  just  race  day 
but  the  entire  racing  season  ensuring  they  are 
well  hydrated. 

“It’s  so  important  to  be  well  hydrated,” 
explains  Josh.  “I  always  try  and  drink  a lot  of 
water  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  before  a 
race  to  hydrate  myself  as  best  I can,  especially 
if  I know  the  weather’s  going  to  be  hot.  I always 
have  a drinks  bottle  with  me  and  I just  keep 
drinking  all  day  Saturday  and  Sunday  when  I’m 
at  the  track.  I don’t  drink  anything  too  special 
just  something  to  replace  the  minerals  and 
vitamins  I lose  through  sweating.  I have  a 
recovery  drink  that  I have  at  the  end  of  the 
day  which  really  helps  me  but  basically  I drink 
from  the  moment  I wake  up  to  the  moment  I 


the  same  for  me,”  says  the  superstar  Sicilian. 

“I  don’t  really  mind  where  I sleep.  If  I have  my 
camper  I will  sleep  in  it,  if  I don’t  I’m  happy  to 
sleep  in  a hotel.” 

So  with  Josh  much  preferring  the 
convenience  of  his  on-site  home  and  Tony  not 
bothered  where  he  lays  his  head,  do  the  two 
riders  agree  there’s  a magic  number  when  it 
comes  to  the  amount  of  sleep  they  need  the 
night  before  a race? 

“I  can  survive  on  six  hours  sleep  but  I need 
around  nine  hours  really,”  offers  Josh  while 
for  Tony  it’s  almost  a case  of  less  is  more. 

“I  normally  sleep  for  seven  or  eight  hours,  that’s 
enough  for  me,”  says  the  former  MX2  champ.  “If 
I sleep  too  much  I don’t  feel  so  good  so  seven 
or  eight  hours  is  perfect  for  me.” 

Despite  hoping  to  get  nine  hours  of  sleep, 
one  thing  Josh  tries  to  do  is  get  as  much  sleep 
as  he  can  during  the  week  just  in  case  he  isn’t 
able  to  get  his  head  down  for  as  long  as  he’d 
like  the  evening  before  race  day. 

Next  up  after  a good  night’s  sleep  is  the 
importance  of  a race  day  routine.  Knowing 
where  you  need  to  be  and  when,  as  well 
as  ensuring  that  everything  you  need  is 
easily  accessible,  helps  ensure  race  day 
runs  smoothly. 

“I  have  a basic  routine  on  race  day  where  I 
come  in  from  practice,  do  an  autograph 
session,  have  something  to  eat  and  prepare  my 
riding  gear,”  says  Josh.  “Then  I’ll  go  down  and 
watch  the  start  and  the  first  few  laps  of  the  first 
MX2  race,  head  back  to  the  truck  and  get 
changed  and  then  watch  the  end  of  the  race 
and  prepare  my  starting  position.  I know  it 
works  for  me  and  I try  and  do  it  every  GR” 

Fundamentally  important  to  good  results  is 
what  Josh  and  Tony  eat  on  race  day.  No  real 
surprise  there  but  while  for  most  club  riders 
that’s  often  whatever’s  on  offer  from  the  fast 
food  stand  at  the  track,  when  they  eat  and  how 
much  each  rider  eats  is  critical  in  ensuring  they 
perform  at  their  best. 


go  to  bed  after  the  race. 

Antonio’s  drinking  routine  mirrors  Josh’s 
almost  perfectly.  Well  aware  that  drinking 
adequate  amounts  of  fluids  is  hugely  important, 
Cairoli  is  always  either  hydrating  himself 
ahead  of  race  day  or  re-hydrating  himself  after 
race  day. 

“I  use  sports  drinks  a lot  and  drink  them  all 
through  the  week,”  he  admits.  “Basically,  I don’t 
stop  drinking  them  because  I will  start  drinking  \ 
them  maybe  two  days  before  the  weekend  and 
keep  drinking  them  for  a couple  of  days  after 
the  race  to  make  sure  I am  always  hydrated. 
Drinking  during  the  weekend  is  similar  to  eating 
during  the  weekend  for  me  - I drink  a little  bit  all 
the  time  rather  than  big  amounts.” 

With  their  bodies  readied  for  race  day  thanks 
to  being  well  rested,  well  fed  and  well  hydrated, 
preparing  themselves  mentally  is  also  a hugely 
important  aspect  of  Coppins  and  Cairoli’s  race 
day  routine.  Not  having  to  worry  about  anything 
other  than  the  track  is  key  to  both  riders’  mental 
approach  to  a GP  race  day. 

“I  always  think  about  what  I’m  going  to  do  in 
the  race,  whether  the  start  goes  good  or  bad,” 
explains  Josh.  “I  try  and  think  about  the  track  as 
well,  where  I can  pass  riders  - and  I try  and 
think  through  all  different  scenarios.  The  main 
thing  is  thinking  about  the  start  though.  I know 
by  then  that  the  bike  is  ready  so  I just  focus  my 
thoughts  on  the  track.” 

For  Cairoli  thinking  about  the  track  is  also 
what  dominates  his  thoughts.  “I  spend  most  of 
my  time  on  Sunday  morning  thinking  about 
what  I have  to  do  in  the  race,”  he  confirms. 

“I  think  about  the  start,  the  places  on  the  track 
that  I can  pass  other  riders,  things  like  that.  I 
also  think  about  what  tyres  to  use  and  if  I want| 
to  make  any  small  changes  to  my  bike.” 

Also  important  to  both  riders  is  talking  to 
their  teams.  With  a problem  shared  a problerri| 
halved,  by  talking  with  their  team  managers, 
mechanics  and  team  staff  both  Josh 
and  Antonio  reduce  stress  and  increase 


Ara  you  "fte a dy  Id  Race '?  www.  Ktm.cD.u  h 


ASTER  OF  TH 


Heady  to  race  7 Tltcii  what  s 
stopping  yn  n?  The  new  200-5 
5X  range  it  available- now. 

For  fiirlher  informal  ion  ar  tn 
Find  your  local  auihonseil  KTM 
dealer,  click  an  la  www.klm.cu.uk 
Or  £311  01260  7QE5O0- 


P098-103  - Rider  prep-SL  29/5/07  2:39  pm  Page  103 


NUNNY’S  PREP 


Sleep 

“If  I don’t  get  much  sleep  I’m  terrible  in  the 
mornings.  I need  at  least  eight  hours.  If  I can  get 
more  than  that  it’s  great  but  I need  eight  hours 
really.  I have  my  camper  at  the  more  local  races 
but  I’ll  stay  in  hotels  if  the  races  are  a long  way 
from  home.  The  first  five  or  six  years  of  my  career 
were  spent  in  hotels  so  I’m  used  to  them  but  I do 
prefer  the  home  comforts  of  my  camper.” 

E at 

“I  eat  slightly  differently  at  the  weekends  to  what  I 
do  during  the  week.  I eat  a lot  of  pasta  during  the 
weekend  which  makes  me  not  want  to  eat  it  when 
I’m  home.  I mix  carbohydrates  and  fruit  and  eat 
little  and  often.  I make  sure  I eat  at  least  one  hour 
before  a race.  I don’t  have  a lot  before  the  first  race 
and  then  make  sure  I eat  before  the  second  race. 
As  a kid  I’d  never  eat  on  race  day  but  I’ve  learned 
that  you  have  to.  ” 

□rink 

“I  have  an  energy  drink  that  I use  as  and  when  I 
need  it  but  it’s  mainly  water  that  I drink.  I normally 
start  increasing  the  amounts  of  fluids  I take  on 
from  Friday  before  a race,  sometimes  the  Thursday 
depending  on  how  I’m  feeling.  I’m  practising  and 
training  during  the  week  so  I’m  constantly  taking  on 
fluids  all  the  time.  I normally  drink  between  four  to 
six  litres  of  water.” 

Think 

“I  do  my  own  goggles  about  an  hour  before  I go 
out  which  helps  me  keep  my  mind  off  things.  I’m 
always  thinking  about  the  track  and  my  bike  but  I 
just  try  and  stay  relaxed  and  not  get  too  worked 
up  about  anything.” 

Music 

“I  listen  to  a lot  of  music  at  home  but  I always 
seem  to  forget  my  MP3  player  which  I guess 
means  that  I can  easily  do  without  it.  If  I have  it 
with  me  I stick  it  on  random  and  listen  to  a bit  of 
everything  while  I’m  doing  my  goggles.  ” 

Talk 

“You  have  to  talk  to  people  so  I don’t  try  and  hide 
myself  away.  I talk  to  the  team  when  I get  to  the 
track  and  find  out  what’s  what.  I generally  don’t  go 
around  and  visit  other  riders  and  teams  because 
there’s  not  much  time.  I talk  to  the  team  about  the 
bike,  tyres,  gearing,  the  track.  There’s  always  stuff 
to  talk  about.  ” 

Superstitions 

“I  do  put  everything  on  my  left  side  before  putting  it 
on  my  right  side  for  some  reason.  I have  done  it 
the  other  way  around  but  it  just  doesn’t  feel  right. 

It’s  more  habit  than  anything  else.  I don’t  have  any 
superstitions  though.  ” 

Sex 

“Well,  I wouldn’t  want  it  10  minutes  before  a race 
but  if  my  girlfriend’s  with  me  the  night  before  a 
race  then,  yeah,  definitely.” 


well-being  simply  by  communicating. 

“I  talk  a lot  with  the  team  and  my  mechanics 
before  I race,  I don’t  like  to  be  too  serious,  I 
like  to  have  fun,”  explains  Cairoli.  “As  well  as 
talking  about  the  race,  the  track  and  my  bike  I 
also  like  to  talk  about  normal  things,  things 
that  are  nothing  to  do  with  racing.  It  helps  me 
stay  relaxed.” 

For  Josh  talking  is  equally  important  and  a 
clear  gauge  of  how  nervous  he’s  feeling  on 
race  day.  “If  I’m  feeling  good  before  a race  I like 
to  talk  to  people  but  if  I stop  talking  and  close 
myself  off  then  it  means  I’m  nervous.  I’ll  often 
go  and  talk  to  Jacky  Vimond  about  a few  things 
as  well  as  speaking  to  my  mechanic  and  the 
team  about  all  sorts  of  stuff.  The  more  I talk  the 
better  I’m  feeling.” 

With  both  riders  admitting  that  talking  with 
their  teams  helps  them  stay  calm,  one  thing 
neither  rider  has  time  for  is  superstitions.  With 
Cairoli  flat  out  denying  that  he’s  superstitious  at 
all,  Josh  explains  why  having  to  always  put  your 


left  boot  on  before  your  right  or  wearing  your 
lucky  underpants  is  a bad  thing  as  a GP  racer. 

“I’m  not  really  superstitious,”  explains  Josh. 

“I  try  and  lock  that  sh*t  out  because  if  you 
worry  about  it  too  much  it’ll  fry  your  brain. 
Sometimes  I have  bad  dreams  about  my  racing 
but  when  I wake  up  I just  tell  myself  that  a 
dream  is  a dream  and  that  there’s  no  reason  to 
read  into  it  too  much.” 

While  Josh  and  Antonio  have  similar  eating 
and  drinking  patterns  on  race  day,  one  thing 
that  does  differentiate  their  preparations  is 
music.  Cairoli  loves  it  while  Josh  can  take  it  or 
leave  it. 

“I  really  like  listening  to  music  during  a race 
weekend,  it  helps  me  to  relax,”  explains  Cairoli. 
“I’m  aggressive  enough  so  I don’t  need  music  to 
get  me  going.  I listen  to  trance  music  and  often 
listen  to  it  on  the  start  line.” 

By  contrast,  although  Josh’s  iPod  is  never  far 
away  if  he  does  use  it  it’s  when  he  returns  to 
his  camper  and  never  on  the  start  line.  “I  always 


have  my  iPod  with  me  but  most  of  the  time  it’s 
set  up  in  the  motorhome.  If  I do  use  it  it’s 
between  races  to  help  me  calm  down  a little,  I 
certainly  don’t  need  it  to  fire  me  up  before  a 
race.  I’m  not  a rider  that  likes  to  listen  to  music 
on  the  start  line,  I’m  thinking  too  much  about 
the  race  to  take  any  notice  of  it.” 

Finally,  what  about  sex  the  night  before  a 
GP?  With  football  players  often  kept  away  from 
their  wives  and  girlfriends  before  important 
matches,  how  do  the  two  Yamaha  stars  view  a 
little  bit  of  bedroom  action  ahead  of  an 
important  race?  And  do  their  teams  ever  dictate 
what  they  can  and  can’t  do? 

“No,”  says  Antonio  simply.  “I  know  what  I 
can  and  can’t  do  before  a race,  my  team 
manager  doesn’t  have  to  tell  me.” 

What  about  Josh?  “I  reckon  sex  the  night 
before  a race  is  a good  thing.  If  I was  starved 
before  all  my  races  I reckon  I’d  struggle,” 
explains  the  New  Zealander.  “It  doesn’t  do  ■ 
any  rider  any  good  to  be  like  a dog  on  heat.”  I 
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Ouch!  Stock  grips  leave 
the  Dawg  with  poorly  paws 


V 


AND  WEEP! 

The  Dawg’s  paws  take  one  hell  of  a 
pounding  from  the  KXF’s  stock  grips... 

Words  by  Sutty 

IF  THERE’S  one  thing  I’ve  learnt  this  month  then  it’s  that  the 
KXF’s  blend  of  stock  handlebar  and  grips  is  not  for  me.  It’s  all 
my  own  fault  though  - I moaned  about  them  last  month,  didn’t 
get  a chance  to  do  anything  about  them  and  now  I’ve  paid 
the  price! 

After  only  90  minutes  of  a Dirtbike-Traxs.com  hare 
scramble  at  Gisburn  both  my  palms  and  thumbs  were 


bleeding  and  weeping  from  the  gaping  holes  the  grips  had 
worn  into  them.  Getting  increasingly  soft  in  my  old  age  meant 
I was  nowhere  near  hardcore  enough  to  tough  it  out  to  the 
end  and  in  my  first  race  of  the  year  I racked  up  my  first  DNF. 
While  my  own  day  at  the  races  was  far  from  successful  the 
event  itself  did  seem  to  be. 

The  formula  that  John  Kirwin  and  the  Dirtbike-Traxs  team 
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magazine  machine 


G2  Ergonomics  throttle 
barrel  is  a bit  of 
Rush  Racing-supplied 
trickery  pokery 


team  have  come  up 
with  for  their  one-day 
events  appear  to  be 
just  what  off-road 
riders  want  as  all  500 
available  places  - that’s 
100  youth,  200  sportsman 
and  200  clubman/expert  - were 
filled  way  before  the  closing  date  for 
entries.  And  even  with  500  riders  the  event  ran 
bang  on  time  with  no  fuss  and  no  serious 
injuries  - a real  credit  to  JK  and  the  crew 

The  10-minute  plus  course  at  Gisburn  had  a 
little  bit  of  everything  and  was  just  perfect  for 
getting  a good  feel  for  your  bike  in  various 
conditions.  Bumpy  straights,  killer  climbs,  jumps, 
rocks,  roots  and  ruts  - Gisburn’s  got  them  all. 

If  you  get  chance  to  race  here  or  the 
Bolton-by-Bowland  venue  with  Dirtbike-Traxs  I 
recommend  that  you  do. 

My  90  minutes  of  glory  at  Gisburn  were 
actually  pretty  far  from  being  glorious.  A bad 
start  and  a bunch  of  silly  stalls  kept  me  in  the 
mid-pack  of  the  expert  class  for  the  first  hour 
before  my  increasingly  sore  palms  made  my 
pace  slacken  to  the  point  where  there  was  more 
blood  flowing  through  my  gloves  than  there  was 
fuel  through  the  carburettor.  Not  good.  But  while 
it’s  never  good  to  DNF  a race  I left  Gisburn 
feeling  quite  positive  as  I felt  I’d  learnt  plenty 
about  the  KXF  and  know  in  which  direction  I 
want  to  take  the  bike. 

With  no  time  to  do  much  but  let  my  hands 
grow  some  new  skin  my  next  outing  was  at  a 
Salop  Club  run  centre  meeting  at  Hawkstone 
Park.  With  new  super-soft  Renthal  kevlar  grips 
and  Windham-bend  Twinwalls  fitted  I figured  I’d 
have  an  enjoyable  day  at  the  races  but  I didn’t.  I 
rode  like  a complete  lemon  instead  and  left 
Hawkstone  feeling  mentally  battered. 

I know  that  the  KXF  is  a good  bike  when  set 
up  correctly  so  I can  only  assume  that  my 
piloting  skills  are  what’s  lacking  at  the  moment. 
Aside  from  relearning  how  to  ride  I think  the 
next  step  has  to  be  getting  the  suspension 
working  perfectly  then  finding  a good  pipe 
combination  to  give  me  the  power  delivery  I 
crave  - I don’t  need  more  power,  I simply  want 
smoother  power.  Hopefully  my  next  trip  to 


Wakker’s  G-Unit  should  get  things  heading  in 
the  right  direction. 

Aside  from  the  grips,  bars  and  a pair  of 
super  swank  Racetech  handguards  - available 
now  from  www.smartzz.co.uk  - I’ve  also  been 
trying  out  a G2  Ergonomics  throttle  cam 
system.  The  aluminium  throttle  tube  that’s 
available  from  www.rushracing.co.uk  for 
£69.95  comes  with  three  different  cams  which 
ultimately  change  the  way  in  which  the  throttle 
cables  are  pulled.  The  first  cam  - cam  100  - 
has  the  same  profile  as  the  stocker  while  the 
other  two  - cam  050  and  cam  200  - offer  faster 
and  variable  pull  actions  respectively. 

Feeling  a bit  Billy  Bignuts  I chose  to  try  the 
fast  acting  cam  050  first.  This  basically  allows 
you  to  go  from  nowt  to  flat  out  quicker  than  you 
would  with  the  stock  throttle  tube.  Out  on  the 
track  the  only  real  notable  difference  is  that  you 
need  less  wrist  action  to  go  WFO  which  is  great 
when  grip  is  good.  On  slick  sections  the  light 
switch  style  action  isn’t  so  great  - on  a 450  - 
but  that’s  where  cam  200  really  comes  into  its 
own.  While  cam  200  doesn’t  increase  the 
amount  of  rotation  needed  to  get  the  carb  slide 
to  the  flat-out  position  it  does  increase  the 
amount  of  rotation  from  zero  to  half  open 
throttle  settings.  This  basically  means  control  is 
increased  and  finding  grip  is  easier.  It  does 
definitely  work  in  a positive  way  and  cam  200  is 
here  to  stay  for  the  time  being. 

Aside  from  that  the  bike  currently  remains  in 
stock  form  although  there’s  some  good  stuff 
that’s  ready  to  be  bolted  on  in  the  next  few 
weeks.  The  list  at  the  moment  includes  Haan 
wheels,  sexy  new  N-Style  graphics,  RG3  triple 
clamps,  more  Renthal  goodness  plus  I’ll  also  be 
trying  a Rekluse  z-Start  Pro  clutch  system  in 
the  near  future. 

And  it’s  not  just  the  bike  that’s  due  to  be 


improved  and  modified.  By  the  time  you  read 
this  I should  have  three  tiny,  fresh  scars  on  my 
right  knee  and  hopefully  a lot  of  extra 
movement  and  less  clunkiness  and  pain.  With  a 
rejuvenated  joint  and  a freshly  renovated  bike 
there  should  be  no  stopping  me  - wahahaha. 
So  tune  in  next  month  to  see  if  both  the  bike  i 
and  body  operations  are  a success! 
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Hit  Miss! 

Last  year’s  Women’s  World  Cup  winner,  Katherine  Prumm 
isn’t  content  simply  to  be  the  fastest  female  out  there  - she 
wants  to  put  brains  before  brawn  and  take  on  the  men  as  well. 


Words  and  photos  by  Alex  Hodgkinson 


TIME  WAS  when  females  were  at  the  motocross  track  just  to  brighten  up  the  life  of  a bunch  of 
machomen  but  the  Women’s  World  Cup  has  changed  all  that  and  ’06  champ  Katherine  Prumm  is 
not  content  just  to  be  best  of  the  girls! 

“Of  course  I know  I can’t  expect  ever  to  beat  the  best  guys.  Girls  are  actually  stronger  at  12 
but  men  become  physically  stronger  through  the  teens.  One  of  my  team-mates  back  home  is  the 
same  age  as  me  and  we  were  always  neck  and  neck  but  the  last  few  months  he’s  been  getting 
really  strong  and  edging  a bit  away  from  me.  Maybe  women  just  have  to  try  to  ride  with  their 
heads  a bit  more  and  look  for  the  advantage  on  the  track  rather  than  in  strength. 

“But  I can  still  progress  further  and  it  is  one  of  my  goals  to  get  a single  d 
MX2  back  home  in  NZ,”  insists  the  19-year-old  globetrotter  who  was  born  in 
Africa  but  has  called  Auckland  her  home  for  the  last  decade.  A realistic  goal' 

The  enormity  of  the  task  is  not  lost  on  Katherine. 

“It’s  a tough  class.  We  have  guys  going  over  to  Australia  and 
well  there  but  I rode  the  four-stroke  Nationals  in  the  MX2  class 
the  week  before  I flew  over  here  and  I finished  14th  among 
the  men  so  it  must  be  possible.” 
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Katherine  on.. 


Lisa  Church 

“Lisa  does  a really  good  job,  she  has  a really  professional  team 
and  it’s  nice  to  be  a part  of  it.  The  Molson  team  is  much  more 
organised  than  anything  we  have  in  NZ  or  America  and  it 
probably  does  help  to  have  two  females  on  the  team  to  keep  the 
numbers  up  and  stop  the  boys  bossing  us  around.  ” 


Kawasaki 

“At  Kawasaki  there’s  a really  good  relationship  with  all  of  their 
counterparts  worldwide.  I’ve  been  in  the  Molson  team  for  three 
years  now  and  they  feel  like  family  and  wherever  I go  Kawasaki 
NZ  arrange  assistance  for  me.  I pit  out  of  the  factory  team  in 
Australia  and  I was  in  the  Team  Green  programme  in  America 
and  they  sorted  me  out  with  bikes,  mechanics,  whatever  I 
needed.  And  I just  love  the  bikes.  ’’ 


Sunday  the  heavens  opened.  I just  came 
down  a straight  hanging  off  the  back  of 
the  bike  and  without  warning  the  knee 
dislocated,  just  like  that.  The  ACL  was 
just  not  there  to  support  it.  Ten  days  after 
that  I had  surgery. 

“Already  after  five  weeks  I was  running 
again  which  was  really  early  and  in  the 
middle  of  January  I jumped  back  on  the 
bike,  rode  for  two  weeks  and  went  to  the 
season-opener,  had  a big  crash  in 
practice  on  a heavily  watered  up-ramp 
and  compressed  T9  in  my  back  so  I was 
out  for  another  five  weeks.  Not  the 
comeback  I was  looking  for  but  now  I’ve 
been  riding  since  March  with  no  worries 
so  I’ll  just  try  to  keep  it  on  two  wheels!” 

Enough  of  the  downside  - how  was 
the  reception  when  Katherine  arrived 
back  home  as  champion?  “When  I landed 
at  the  airport  in  Auckland  the  press  and 
TV  news  were  there  waiting  for  me  to 
come  out.  All  of  my  team-mates  at 
Kawasaki,  Team  Green  management,  the 
owner  of  Kawasaki  NZ,  a bunch  of  my 
sponsors,  friends  that  I’ve  grown  up  with, 
they  were  all  there  too  - it  was  just  an 
amazing  feeling  and  it  carried  on  for  the 
10  days  until  I went  to  the  US. 

“A  lot  of  people  know  me  in  NZ  now 
and,  with  Josh  and  Ben  doing  so  well,  the 
whole  sport  is  becoming  a lot  more 
popular  and  getting  more  publicised  in  the 


Yanks 

“When  I got  to  the  US  last  year,  straight  off  my  win  at 
Teutschenthal,  it  was  my  first  time  in  the  States.  The  press  had 
pumped  me  up  but  nobody  knew  what  to  expect  from  me,  then  I 
went  1-1  and  they  realised  I was  for  real.  But  a lot  of  them  didn’t 
like  having  a foreigner  stepping  on  their  turf  and  I had  a few 
run-ins  on  the  track.  ” 


So  how  have  the  last  12  months  been 
as  champion?  “A  rather  injured  year,”  she 
smiles.  “After  I won  the  title  in  Sweden  I 
flew  home  for  1 0 days  and  then  from 
there  on  to  Colorado  to  race  the  third 
round  of  the  American  women’s 
championship  that  I was  leading.  I went 
1-2  there  for  the  overall  and  then  the  next 
weekend  I went  to  Washougal. 

“Practice  felt  really  good  but  the  first 
race  I came  off  the  gate,  collided  with 
another  rider  and  went  down  on  my  left 
knee.  It  went  into  a forced  flexion  and 
another  rider  ran  it  over  and  snapped  my 
ACL  in  two,  cracked  my  fibula  and  the 
cartilage  was  damaged  too.” 

But  it  was  another  month  before  she 
knew!  “I  got  up  and  finished  the  weekend 
third  so  I still  had  the  overall  lead  in  the 
series.  I went  home  to  recover  and  the 
doctors  told  me  the  knee  was  perfect, 
nothing  wrong  with  it.  But  after  a month  I 
was  still  having  problems  so  I went  for  an 
MRI  scan  and  that’s  when  I found  out  the 
extent  of  the  damage.  I was  booked  to 
see  a surgeon  but  I had  managed  for  a 
month  so  they  said  why  not  keep  on  riding 
so,  as  you  do,  I carried  on  riding  in  the  NZ 
championship  at  home. 

“I  had  won  the  first  round  of  the 
women’s  championship  but  I also  race 
MX2.  There  was  only  MX2  at  the  second 
round.  Saturday  was  really  dry  but 


news  nationally.  It’s  actually  cool  to  ride 
motocross  back  home  now!” 

But  what  about  the  women’s  sport 
worldwide?  “It’s  definitely  getting  bigger.  Back 
home  in  NZ  there’s  tremendous  growth.  We  get 
about  30  on  the  start  line  now  and  in  Australia 
they  had  a full  gate  of  40  for  the  first  time  this 
year.  Already  back  home  there  are  a few  kids  of 
11-12  who  are  doing  so  awesome  against  the 
boys  and  when  they’re  18  or  19  they’ll  definitely 
be  ready  for  a shot  at  the  world  title.  Everyone 
is  getting  really  involved  in  the  women’s  racing, 
it’s  not  just  a guy’s  sport  anymore  and  the  level 
of  competition  is  rising. 

“It  would  be  just  awesome  to  have  a round 
in  SA.  It  would  be  a great  chance  get  to  see  my 
family  back  there.  There’s  only  me,  my  mom 
and  dad  and  my  brother  and  one  of  my  mom’s 
sisters  in  NZ  - all  the  rest  of  the  family  on  both 
sides  is  in  SA,  around  Cape  Town  and  Jo’burg.” 

Katherine  has  a definite  schedule  ahead  of 
her  this  year  - “I  won’t  go  to  the  US,  I have 
enough  races  with  Australia,  NZ  and  the  world 
cup”  - but,  no  matter  how  many  girls  races 
there  are,  she  will  not  give  up  her  mixed  races. 
“I’ve  grown  up  racing  the  boys  and  I just  love 
getting  out  there  racing  with  them.  They  push 
you  and  make  you  learn  new  stuff  and  I 
wouldn’t  want  to  be  completely  separated.” 

When  Lierop  was  named  as  the  venue  for 
the  world  cup  finale  in  September  there  were 
many  a raised  eyebrow  at  the  physical  torture 
facing  the  girls  but  it  doesn’t  worry  Katherine. 


“Actually,  I’m  really  excited  about  the  finale 
being  in  Lierop  this  year.  We  have  no  sand 
tracks  at  all  in  NZ,  both  BT  and  Josh  had  to 
learn  how  to  ride  it  when  they  got  here. 
Everyone  seems  to  be  putting  a negative  spin 
on  it  but  to  me  I can’t  wait.  Bring  on  the  rough 
track,  the  rougher  the  better. 

“I  do  a fair  bit  of  physical  training  but  I think 
when  the  track  gets  rough  it’s  more  a matter  of 
going  out  there  and  concentrating.  You  can’t 
just  go  full  nanas,  you’ve  got  to  ride  smart  and 
those  who  are  prepared  both  physically  and 
mentally  are  going  to  do  well  there.  I hope  I am 
one  of  them.  I’m  looking  forward  to  going  out 
there  on  a challenging  circuit. 

“I’ve  been  in  Belgium  for  a fortnight,  getting 
some  time  with  the  team,  sorting  out  the  bike 
and  getting  my  confidence  up  and  I have  been 
to  Lommel  for  the  first  time  which  was  good. 
Josh  was  in  Italy  but  I’ve  been  riding  with 
Gareth  and  Scotty  so  that  was  good.” 

And,  even  before  she  ran  out  of  time  to  pull 
back  deficits  caused  by  falls  in  the  opening 
round  of  the  world  cup  at  Teutschenthal, 
Katherine  was  insistent  that  the  women’s  races 
are  too  short.  “I  would  like  to  see  them  go  to 
two  times  30  minutes  - 20  minutes  is  not  really 
that  long.  We  have  the  same  debate  back 
home  - in  NZ  they  run  20  but  in  Australia  they 
run  30.  It  showed  at  the  opening  round  there 
that  the  girls  who  do  the  hard  work  behind  the 
scenes  and  the  endurance  training  come  into 
their  own  in  the  last  10  minutes.  You  don’t  have 


to  become  a Russian  athlete,  it’s  a matter  of 
physical  fitness  and  endurance.” 

Katherine  believes  an  expansion  of  the  FIM 
series  could  bring  benefits  to  all.  “The  ideal 
would  be  if  Youthstream  made  it  into  a real 
world  championship  with  six  or  seven  rounds. 
That  would  be  unreal,  that  would  be  awesome, 
a genuine  world  championship  for  other 
young  girls  to  aspire  to.  And  I think  a lot  of  the 
teams  would  support  it  then,  a real  world 
championship  with  enough  races. 

“I’m  lucky  to  have  Kawasaki  and  Molson 
supporting  me  but  I’m  not  making  any  money 
out  of  it  so  it’s  not  a job,  it’s  still  a hobby.  But 
the  amount  of  time  it  takes  up,  it  is  a full-time 
job.  I’d  love  to  be  able  to  make  a living  out  of 
motocross,  it’s  what  I enjoy  doing  most  and 
with  the  world  series  growing  like  it  is  I think  it 
may  be  possible  in  a few  years. 

“I  started  a full-time  course  at  uni  in 
computer  graphic  design  in  February  but  I’m 
taking  a break  from  that  while  the  world  cup’s 
on.  I was  living  on  campus  and  doing  50  hours 
a week  in  the  classroom  so  it  was  a full-time 
job  and  I just  never  got  to  ride  during  the  week. 

“I  had  to  decide  whether  to  do  uni  or  MX 
and  this  year  I want  to  defend  my  title  but  I’m 
going  to  have  to  see  if  I can  combine  studies 
with  maintaining  my  riding  at  a reasonable 
level.  Maybe  I can’t  ride  the  series  next  year 
but  if  they  make  it  a world  championship  then 
I will  definitely  miss  my  studies.  I want  to  be  r* 
the  first  world  champion  too.”  qp 
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GROSS 

PUHP09S! 

Regular  rollickings  are  the  best  way  to  get 
the  most  from  your  child  - right?  Wrong! 

Words  by  Neil  Drew 


THIS  IS  the  third  in  our  series  of  articles 
devoted  to  the  little  known  area  of  sports 
performance  mind  coaching.  In  this  article  we 
will  help  you  to  understand  a few  of  the  many 
ways  that  parents  and  team  managers  can 
screw  up  the  potential  of  their  kids  and 
team  riders. 

We’d  all  like  to  think  that  every  parent  on 
the  whole  wants  only  the  best  for  their  child. 

But  many  kids  compete  in  what  can  only  be 
termed  as  an  abusive  environment  and  become 
torn  between  the  love  they  have  for  their  sport 
and  the  ties  they  share  with  a parent.  How 
many  times  have  we  heard  of  a parent  who  is 
verbally  abusive  to  their  child  or  teenager, 
sometimes  even  managing  to  bring  them  to 
tears?  How  many  times  have  we  heard  of  a 
parent  actually  punching,  slapping  or  kicking 
their  offspring?  It  certainly  doesn’t  need  me  to 
point  out  that  this  is  the  wrong  way  to  treat 
anyone,  never  mind  motivate  them. 

Firstly,  let’s  examine  how  what  happens  to 
us  in  our  formative  years  can  potentially  affect 
us  for  the  rest  of  our  lives  and  by  a strange 
quirk  of  how  the  mind  works  actually  repeats 
itself.  In  our  first  article  back  in  March  we 
touched  on  the  ways  in  which  our  brains  learn. 
Basically,  in  a simplified  statement,  I pointed  out 
that  as  human  beings  we  are  really  a collection 
of  programmed  responses  which  are  developed 
from  our  experiences  as  we  go  through  life. 

Now  let’s  take  a real  life  example.  This  lad 
was  in  his  late  teens  and  his  parents  would  take 


him  racing.  The  father  would  tell  the  lad  before 
he  went  on  the  track  that  he  had  better  get  a 
good  result  ‘or  else’  and  the  lad  would  go  into 
the  race  unable  to  concentrate  without  realizing 
he  was  thinking  only  of  what  his  punishment 
might  be  this  time  round.  So  instead  of  focusing 
on  his  race  he  would  be  riding  around  dreading 
the  moment  he’d  pass  his  father  who  would  be 
standing  trackside  hurling  angry  abuse  at  his 
son.  Inevitably  he  would  get  a poor  result  and 
often  he’d  have  accidents  because  he  was 
unable  to  focus.  And  as  a result  of  the  ever 
worsening  results  the  punishments  would 
increase  - a classic  vicious  circle. 

It  quickly  became  a conditioned  response 
that  on  the  morning  of  a race  as  they  set  out 
the  lad  would  begin  to  anticipate  the  trouble  that 
lay  ahead  and  as  the  morning  progressed 
towards  the  first  race  the  tension  increased. 
Inevitably,  his  results  started  to  deteriorate  - as 
did  the  father/son  friendship  - culminating  with 
the  son  buckling  under  the  pressure.  Both  the 
father  and  the  son  developed  conditioned 
responses  that  were  very  damaging.  The  irony 
of  the  whole  thing  was  that  the  father  had  put 
up  with  the  same  sort  of  abuse  when  he  was 
young  and  his  son  was  in  turn  becoming  the 
same  way  with  his  college  mates  and  his 
girlfriend.  So  the  cycle  and  conditioned 
responses  were  set  to  continue. 

In  my  last  article  I talked  about  how  the  top 
riders  think  and  how,  when  faced  with  a 
challenge,  they  look  at  how  they  are  going  to 


achieve 
success 
rather  than 
where  it  could  go 
wrong  for  them.  What 
you’ll  find  is  that  angry 
parents  or  team  managers 
- usually  responding  in  this  way  because 
of  either  their  own  upbringing  or  some  failure 
they  themselves  have  experienced  in  life  - will 
virtually  always  be  telling  their  child  or  rider 
what  they  don’t  want  them  to  do  and  taking  out 
their  inbuilt  anger  on  them. 

The  paradox  is  that  when  we  tell  someone 
what  we  don’t  want  them  to  do  they  usually  end 
up  doing  it!  Let  me  give  you  an  example.  Don’t 
think  of  a blue  tree!  So  what  did  you  just  think 
of?  Chances  are  it  was  a blue  tree! 

It  is  really  easy  to  see  the  guys  who  are 
going  to  fail  if  you  wander  around  the  paddock 
and  just  listen  to  the  ways  in  which  the  rider  and 
his  parents  or  team  are  communicating.  You 
can  very  easily  tell  the  ones  who  are  going  to 
go  out  and  do  their  best  and  the  ones  who  are 
so  consumed  with  inner  turmoil  that  failure 
has  happened  before  they’ve  even  thrown  a 
leg  over  the  bike. 

One  of  the  other  common  factors  that 
destroys  confidence  is  when  a parent  always 
tells  their  kid  what  they  want  them  to  do  and 
doesn’t  ever  ask  what  their  kid  wants  - they 
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Drew  who? 

Competition  mind  coach 

Neil  Drew  is  a former  MX  and  enduro 
racer  and  a qualified  sports  mind 
coach.  At  present  he  is  coaching  two 
national  champions  and  several  GP 
competitors  and  has  helped  many 
amateur  and  professional  athletes  from 
all  over  the  world.  He  can  be  contacted 
via  DBR  or  through  his  website  at 
www.  competitionmind.  co.  uk 


don’t  share  their  child’s  dreams,  they  dictate 
them.  More  often  than  not  this  happens  when 
the  rider  has  a parent  (or  team  boss)  who  was  a 
rider  themselves  but  never  made  the  grade  for 
whatever  reason. 

So  if  you  are  a parent  or  team  boss  and 
recognize  yourself  from  the  negative  behaviour 
described,  remember  yourself  what  it  was  like 
when  you  were  growing  up  and  remember  how 
it  felt  to  be  controlled  and  never  listened  too.  It 
was  frustrating  and  suffocating  wasn’t  it.  Now 
think  about  how  your  rider  feels  when  he  or  she 
wants  to  improve  at  their  own  rate  or  ride  other 
events  or  just  wants  to  be  heard  and  treated  like 
he  or  she  was  important  rather  than  what  they 
could  achieve  as  being  important. 

It  is  a sad  fact  but  when  six  out  10 
competitors  come  to  me  for  help  to  improve 
their  results  we  have  to  start  with  a clear  up  of 
negative  thoughts  and  behaviours  before  we 


can  even  go  near  the  mind  coaching  side  - and 
the  first  place  to  start  is  usually  with  the  parent. 
It’s  a bit  like  tackling  the  symptom  rather  than 
the  cause.  And  another  sad  fact  is  that  the 
parent  will  hardly  ever  admit  to  being  unable  to 
control  their  outbursts  and  frustrations  - only 
once  has  a parent  actually  asked  for  guidance 
on  how  to  bring  out  the  best  in  their  son. 

So  parents  and  team  managers,  if  you  have 
identified  any  of  your  own  behaviour  in  this 
article  what  can  you  do?  You  can  start  with  an 
apology  and  then  you  can  sit  down  and  discuss 
what  you  are  going  to  do  as  a team  and  treat 
your  child/rider  with  respect,  like  they  have  their 
own  minds.  You  can  then  start  to  support  them 
and  help  them  in  a more  constructive  way,  make 
them  feel  respected,  give  them  praise  when 
they  deserve  it,  in  fact  whenever  they  do 
anything  right  - even  if  it  is  only  one  part  of 
their  riding  it  doesn’t  matter,  just  simply  get  into 


the  habit  of  looking  for  the  good  in  them.  Your 
reward  will  be  that  you  should  get  back  what 
you  put  into  the  relationship  (unless  the 
relationship  is  too  badly  damaged  to  be  sorted 
without  outside  help)  and  you  will  have  a 
competitor  who  listens  and  goes  out  to  do  their 
best  for  themselves  and  for  you. 

The  most  frustrating  thing  about  all  of  this 
is  that  sometimes  when  an  adult  has  a lot  of 
rubbish  from  the  past  - or  is  even  experiencing 
frustration  and  pressure  from  their  current 
situation  - they  actually  can’t  help  how  they 
are  responding.  They  know  they  are  doing  it 
but  just  can’t  control  it... 

If  you  ever  begin  to  go  down  this  route 
you  can  now  hopefully  keep  yourself  in  check 
and  communicate  with  your  rider,  show  them 
some  respect  and  remember  that  it  is 
possible  to  destroy  confidence  easier  than  i 
it  is  to  grow  it. 
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SUMMER 

TREATS! 

Red  hot  racing  with  a side  order  of  sunny  skies  are 
dish  of  the  day  at  Langrish  - muchos  scorchios! 

Words  and  photo  by  Fergus  O’Dreyfus 

WHAT  A scorcher!  If  you  weren’t  at  Langrish  for  round  four  of  the  Maxxis 
British  MX  championship  then  you  missed  out  big  style  because  the  series 
that  keeps  on  getting  better  delivers  yet  another  belter  of  epic  proportions. 

The  high  speed  and  big  jumps  of  the  Manor  Farm  circuit  really  favour  the 
fearless  and  when  you  sprinkle  on  some  dust  dampening  water  and  add 
some  brain-meltingly-hot  summer  sun  you’ve  got  the  perfect  conditions  to 
create  some  real  life  motocross  heroes. 

Hero  of  the  day  for  most  people  has  to  be  Pioneer  Yamaha’s  Brad 
Anderson  who’s  consistently  quick  in  qualifying  and  both  MX1  motos.  The 
ever  improving  North  Easterner  goes  2-2  in  the  races  finishing  behind 
genuine  GP  contenders  Ken  De  Dycker  and  Billy  Mac  who  are  a little  less 
consistent  than  Embo’s  boy. 

The  battle  between  Ando  and  Keeno  in  the  opening  gambit  is  almost  as 
scorching  as  the  hot  summer  sun.  Both  riders  have  to  work  through  the  pack 
- Brad’s  10th  and  Ken’s  seventh  out  of  turn  one  - then  pass  MotoXtreme’s 
Marshfield  Mafia  member  George  Davis  who  gets  the  holeshot  and  leads  lap 
one  on  his  bone-stock  KXF!  Once  out  front  the  pair  scrap  it  out  until  Ken 
finally  makes  a pass  stick  and  motors  on  to  the  flag.  MacKenzie  finishes  third 
after  Gordon  Crockard’s  chain  snaps  with  one  lap  and  one  straight  to  go  so 
James  Noble  finds  himself  fourth  while  veteran  Mark  Eastwood  steers  his 
sweet  sounding  two-smoker  to  fifth. 

Race  two’s  a completely  different  kettle  of  fish  as  Billy  Mac  removes 
his  finger  and  takes  an  easy  win,  Ando’s  again  a safe  second  with  Noble 
third  while  Keeno  places  fourth  ahead  of  PAR  teamsters  Crockard  and 
Neville  Bradshaw.  MacKenzie  takes  the  overall  and  with  a 27-point  lead  in  the 
series  it’s  surely  gonna  take  a catastrophe  for  Billy  not  to  take  his  first  British 
title  come  the  end  of  the  year.  Meanwhile,  second  is  still  very  much  up  for 
grabs  with  just  nine  points  separating  second  through  to  fifth. 

Down  in  the  MX2  class  the  Stars  and  Stripers  pull  off  the  unthinkable  by 
going  1-2  in  the  opener.  Mike  Brown  makes  life  easy  by  grabbing  the  lead  in 
turn  three  and  disappearing  from  the  pack  while  Swift  Suzuki’s  Sean  Hamblin 
has  to  battle  through  from  way  outside  the  top  five  passing  team-mate  Elliot 
Banks-Browne,  the  Molson  boys  and  Tommy  Searle  on  the  way.  Moto  two 
sees  a reversal  of  fortunes  with  Brown  stuck  in  the  gate  - a victim  of  his  own 
overly  twitchy  trigger  finger.  Mike  then  has  to  come  from  the  back  of  the  pack 
(twice)  to  finally  finish  1 1th.  Meanwhile  Hamblin  charges  through  to  fourth  - 
and  third  overall  - after  another  less  than  spectacular  start. 

It’s  Gareth  Swanepoel  who  takes  the  second  moto  win  - and  the  overall  - 
on  his  Molson  Kawasaki  while  Tommy  Searle  holds  on  to  the  series  lead 
after  backing  up  his  first  moto  third  with  second  in  race  two.  And  with  only  ■ 
eight  points  separating  the  young  Brit  and  the  South  African  it’s  game  on! 

Series  standings 


MX1 


1 

Billy  MacKenzie  (Motorex  Kawasaki) 

214  points 

2 

Ken  De  Dycker  (CAS  Honda) 

187 

3 

James  Noble  (Multitek  Honda) 

182 

4 

Brad  Anderson  (Pioneer  Yamaha) 

180 

5 

Gordon  Crockard  (PAR  Honda) 

178 

6 

Mark  Eastwood  (Wiseco  Honda) 

126 

7 

Jordan  Rose  (Albion  KTM) 

90 

8 

Glen  Phillips  (Kawasaki) 

87 

9 

Danny  Smyth  (Wiseco  Honda) 

83 

10 

Mark  Hucklebridge  (MotoXtreme  Kawasaki) 

73 

MX2 

1 

Tommy  Searle  (Red  Bull  KTM) 

200  points 

2 

Gareth  Swanepoel  (Molson  Kawasaki) 

192 

3 

Mike  Brown  (CAS  Honda) 

176 

4 

Shaun  Simpson  (Wuifsport  Kawasaki) 

167 

5 

Sean  Hamblin  (Swift  Suzuki) 

159 

6 

Tom  Church  (Molson  Kawasaki) 

155 

7 

Martin  Barr  (Bike  It/ Dixon  Yamaha) 

124 

8 

Jason  Dougan  (Fork  Rent  Suzuki) 

106 

9 

Ray  Rowson  (Molson  Kawasaki) 

97 

10 

Lewis  Gregory  (Relentless  Suzuki) 

94 

For  more  British  championship 
images  and  news  log  on  to 
www.  dirtbikerider.  com 
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BEAST  Rl 
THE  EAST! 

Mac  monsters  ’em  in  Japan  but  Coppins 
and  Cairoli  keep  in  control  of  the  MX1 
and  MX2  title  chases 

Words  by  Alex  Hodgkinson  Photo  by  rayarcher.com 

WHO  WINS  in  Japan?  Who  else?  And  is  it  expected?  Well,  let’s 
just  say  they  have  the  tape  ready  for  the  podium  and  instead  of 
God  Save  The  Queen  the  sound  of  bagpipes  ring  around  Sugo! 

Yup,  Billy  Mac  - the  Crown  Prince  of  Japan  after  winning 
MX2  for  the  last  two  years  - is  now  the  Emperor  after  slaying 
the  world  in  MX1  too!  And  it  isn’t  even  close.  King  Billy  is  out  of 
sight  within  three  1.48  laps  on  a day  when  no-one  else  can  dip 
below  1.51  and  the  second  moto  is  going  the  same  way  until  the 
Scot  hits  the  face  of  the  triple  into  the  whoops  and  is  pitched 
over  the  bars  10ft  up  in  the  air!  But  he  gets  back  on  to  haul  in 
Mike  Brown  at  a second  a lap  and  1-2  moto  scores  easily  clinch 
the  overall  as  Brownie  makes  it  a 1-2  overall  for  the  British 
contingent  around  what  Mike  describes  as  the  “most  technical 
track  I ever  rode”. 

And  Billy’s  win  isn’t  the  end  of  UK  GP  delight  this  month... 

Tommy  Gun  rattles  up  podiums  in  Italy  and  Japan  to  run 
fourth  in  the  series,  Swanny  is  back  in  the  top  six,  Noble  runs 
top  1 0 every  week  and  the  Crock  Star  is  the  fastest  man  on  the 
track  at  the  end  of  the  day  in  Germany.  Add  in  double  figure 
scores  for  Nunny,  TC,  Sean  Hamblin,  Shaun  Simpson,  Doogie 
and  Keeno,  desperately  near  misses  for  Martin  Barr  and 
Brad  Anderson,  first-time  points  for  Jake  Nicholls  and  Elliot 
Banks-Browne  and  you  have  GP  joy  all  round  for  Britain. 

Up  front  Josh  Coppins  keeps  hitting  the  podium  every  week 
to  lead  MX1  by  63  with  only  the  Suzukis  within  120  while  Tony  C 
loses  an  MX2  GP  for  the  first  time  this  year  when  Chris  Pourcel 
nips  past  Tommy  Searle  on  the  final  lap  in  Japan. 

Tony  and  Chris  are  still  seconds  ahead  of  the  rest  at  the  start 
of  the  month  but  both  get  a wake-up  call  in  Japan  as  Styla  hauls 
in  the  Frenchman  for  the  lead  in  moto  one  before  the  champ 
regroups  in  the  final  laps  and  Tommy  is  also  on  the  case.  “I 
got  my  lap  times  to  within  one  second  of  them  in  the  first  race  ■ 
and  I stayed  on  their  pace  for  the  first  quarter  of  race  two.” 

Series  standings 


MX1 


1 

Josh  Coppins  (Yamaha  Rinaldi) 

274  points 

2 

Kevin  Strijbos  (Suzuki  Geboers) 

211 

3 

Steve  Ramon  (Suzuki  Geboers) 

186 

4 

Sebastien  Pourcel  (GPKR  Kawasaki) 

154 

5 

David  Philippaerts  (Red  Bull  KTM) 

148 

6 

Ken  De  Dycker  (CAS  Honda) 

146 

7 

Jonathan  Barragan  (Red  Bull  KTM) 

143 

8 

Mike  Brown  (CAS  Honda) 

141 

9 

James  Noble  (Multitek  Honda) 

128 

10 

Tanel  Leok  (Motorex  Kawasaki) 

126 

11 

Billy  MacKenzie  (Motorex  Kawasaki) 

120 

16 

Gordon  Crockard  (PAR  Homes  Honda) 

70 

29 

Brad  Anderson  (Pioneer  Yamaha) 

11 

MX2 

1 

Antonio  Cairoli  (De  Carli  Yamaha) 

292  points 

2 

Christophe  Pourcel  (GPKR  Kawasaki) 

228 

3 

Tyla  Rattray  (Red  Bull  KTM) 

218 

4 

Tommy  Searle  (Red  Bull  KTM) 

175 

5 

Pascal  Leuret  (NGS  Honda) 

173 

6 

Gareth  Swanepoel  (Molson  Kawasaki) 

147 

7 

Kenneth  Gundersen  (Ricci  Yamaha) 

139 

8 

Nicolas  Aubin  (Ricci  Yamaha) 

134 

9 

Matti  Seistola  (SRS  Honda) 

115 

10 

Anthony  Boissiere  (CLS  Kawasaki) 

95 

12 

Carl  Nunn  (Bike  It  Dixon  Yamaha) 

69 

13 

Tom  Church  (Molson  Kawasaki) 

65 

18 

Sean  Hamblin  (Swift  Suzuki) 

54 

19 

Shaun  Simpson  (Wulfsport  Kawasaki) 

53 

26 

Martin  Barr  (Bike  It  Dixon  Yamaha) 

29 

27 

Jason  Dougan  (Fork  Rent  Suzuki) 

27 

36 

Jake  Nicholls  (Fork  Rent  Suzuki) 

2 

39 

Elliot  Banks-Browne  (Swift  Suzuki) 

1 
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Words  by  g2f.co.uk  Photo  by  Eric  Kitchen 


Series  standings 


HIS  most  emphatic  win  of  the  season  to  date, 
Bou  maintains  his  100  per  cent  record  in  the 
WTC.  The  young  Spanish  sensation  is  simply 
unstoppable  among  the  slippery  French  boulders  and 
his  third  GP  victory  of  the  year  by  a massive 
17  marks. 


Defending  champ  Adam  Raga  is  Bou’s  nearest 
challenger  at  the  purpose-developed  trials  park  that 
sits  100km  north  of  Nice.  An  inspired  second  lap 
by  Raga  makes  him  worthy  of  his  runners  up  spot 
and  keeps  Britain’s  Dougie  Lampkin  down  in  third 
place.  Given  the  tough  conditions  Lampkin  is 
happy  to  return  to  the  podium  having  narrowly 
missed  out  twice  at  the  previous  round.  Takahisa 
Fujinami  and  an  off-form  Albert  Cabestany  round 
out  the  top  five. 

SSDT  winner  James  Dabill  finishes  down  in  a 


slightly  disappointing  seventh  position,  losing  out  on 
place  to  Jeroni  Fajardo  by  a single  mark  after  a 
last  section  disaster.  Showing  his  growing  potential, 
Dabill  leads  the  trial  early  on  and  finishes  the  first  lap 
within  touching  distance  of  a podium  result  before  it 
all  goes  wrong  in  the  closing  stages. 

Britain’s  Michael  Brown  moves  1 1 points  clear  in 
the  Junior  standings  with  a convincing  win  over  the 
much  fancied  home  runner  Nicolas  Gontard  while 


Alexz  Wigg  drops  to  third  in  the  series  as  the  Youth 
champion  finds  the  French  course  too  much  for  his 
125cc  machine.  But  Lee  Sampson  makes  it  two 
Brits  on  the  rostrum  with  a battling  third  spot  as  the 
Ace  Trials  Team  finally  gets  some  reward  for  the 
privately-funded  squad. 

Through  in  the  Youth  category  a third  place 
for  Ross  Danby  keeps  his  title  hopes  alive  as 
Alfredo  Gomez  matches  Bou’s  run  of  four  wins 
from  four  starts. 


80  points 

66 

58 

56 

42 

37 

13 


75  points 

64 

58 

54 

47 

23 


80  points 

64 

60 

39 

30 

29 


WTC 


1 Toni  Bou  (Montesa) 

2 Adam  Raga  (Gas  Gas) 

3 Takahisa  Fujinami  (Montesa) 

4 Dougie  Lampkin  (Montesa) 

5 Albert  Cabestany  (Sherco) 

7 James  Dabill  (Montesa) 

13  Shaun  Morris  (Gas  Gas) 

fe.  Junior 

1 Michael  Brown  (Beta) 

2 Nicolas  Gontard  (Gas  Gas) 

3 Alexz  Wigg  (Gas  Gas) 

4 Loris  Gubian  (Sherco) 

5 Lee  Sampson  (Sherco) 

7 Sam  Hast  am  m (Scorpa) 


Youth 


Alfredo  Gomez  (Gas  Gas) 
Ross  Danby  (Gas  Gas) 
Alexis  Cervantesm  (Sherco) 
David  Millanm  (Sherco) 
Patrick  Smage  (Sherco) 
Robert  Andrewsm  (Gas  Gas) 


1 


rHEBOU 

SHOW! 

makes  it  three  from  three  to 
further  dear  at  the  top  of  the 
title  table 
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POLISH! 

As  the  WEC  hits  the  halfway  mark 
luha  Salminen  is  dominating  El  with 
200  perfect  points... 

Words  & photo  by  Jonty  Edmunds 


WITH  FOUR  rounds  of  the  ’07  World  Enduro  Championship 
gone  and  four  rounds  still  remaining  one  rider  sits  comfortably 
and  confidently  at  the  top  of  his  class  - Finn  Juha  Salminen. 

No  matter  if  the  sun  shines,  the  ground’s  frozen,  the  special 
tests  are  littered  with  rocks  or  the  event’s  easy  or  demanding, 
Juha’s  got  his  rivals  beat  no  matter  what  the  championship 
throws  at  him. 

Following  wins  at  the  opening  round  in  Sweden  the 
championship-hungry  Finn  then  claims  two  further  double  El 
class  wins  at  the  GP  of  Spain  and  the  GP  of  Portugal  before 
reaching  the  halfway  point  of  the  series  with  his  100  per  cent  win 
record  unspoiled. 

“There  hasn’t  been  one  rider  that  has  consistently  pushed  me 
this  season  which  is  good  for  my  championship,”  comments  Juha 
after  the  GP  of  Italy.  “I’m  now  60  points  ahead  and,  yeah,  things 
are  going  well.” 

With  the  six-time  world  champion  having  to  work  hard  to  win 
the  first  day  in  Italy  before  comfortably  topping  the  podium  on 
day  two,  Frenchman  Marc  Germain  claims  his  best  finish  of  the 
season  in  second  on  day  one  while  it’s  home  rider  Simone 
Albergoni  who  gets  closest  to  Juha  on  day  two. 

In  the  E2  class  the  championship  standings  get  a major  shake 
up  in  Italy  as  Frenchman  Johnny  Aubert  crashes  heavily  on  day 
one  to  finish  third  before  a bike  problem  puts  him  out  of  day  two. 
Taking  over  at  the  top  of  the  series  thanks  to  a double  class  win 
in  Italy,  Honda’s  Mika  Ahola  opens  up  a 16-point  lead  as  the 
series  heads  to  the  States  and  Canada  with  reigning  class 
champion  Samuli  Aro  in  second. 

“I  didn’t  think  I was  fast  enough  to  win  in  Italy  but  I just  went 
for  it  and  things  worked  well  for  me,”  admits  Mika.  “I  can’t 
remember  the  last  time  I claimed  a double  class  win.” 

In  the  E3  class  KTM  team-mates  Marko  Tarkkala  and  Ivan 
Cervantes  claim  a day  win  each  resulting  in  things  staying 
extremely  close  at  the  top  of  the  E3  championship  standings. 

For  Christophe  Nambotin,  the  man  of  the  moment  in  the  Enduro 
Junior  class,  a DNF  on  day  two  gives  defending  class 
champion  Joakim  Ljunggren  an  unexpected  championship 
bonus  as  he  extends  his  lead  to  40  points. 


Series  standings 


El 


1 

Juha  Salminen  (KTM) 

200 

2 

Simone  Albergoni  (Yamaha) 

140 

3 

Cristobal  Guerrero  (Yamaha) 

139 

28 

Tim  Lewis  (TM) 

12 

33 

Ryan  Voase  (Kawasaki) 

8 

34 

Edward  Jones  (KTM) 

4 

E2 

1 

Mika  Ahola  (Honda) 

183 

2 

Samuli  Aro  (KTM) 

167 

3 

Johnny  Aubert  (Yamaha) 

152 

E3 

1 

Ivan  Cervantes  (KTM) 

185 

2 

Marko  Tarkkala  (KTM) 

183 

3 

Bjorne  Carlsson  (Husaberg) 

148 

15 

Gordon  Clarke  (TM) 

41 

EJ 

1 

Joakim  Ljunggren  (Husaberg) 

179 

2 

Christophe  Nambotin  (Gas  Gas) 

138 

3 

Tom  Sagar  (KTM) 

116 

8 

Daryl  Bolter  (Husqvarna) 

72 

9 

Jake  Stapleton  (TM) 

62 

13 

Si  Wakely  (Husqvarna) 

41 

20 

Greg  Evans  (KTM) 

33 

points 


points 


points 


points 
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To  the  manager:  Bank  name  

Address  Postcode  

Instruction  to  your  Bank  or  Building  Society  Please  pay  Johnston  Publishing  Direct  Debits  from  the  account  detailed  in 
this  instruction  subject  to  the  safeguards  assured  by  the  Direct  Debit  Guarantee.  I understand  that  this  instruction  may  remain 
with  Johnston  Publishing  and  if  so,  details  will  be  passed  electronically  to  my  bank/building  society. 

Name(s)  of  Account  Holders) 

Branch  sort  code  Bank/building  society  account  number 


— 

Signature(s)  „„ .... ....Date  I 

Banks  and  building  societies  may  not  accept  Direct  Debit  instructions  for  some  types  of  account 

For  office  use  only.  Ref.  |^||^||^||^||^||^||^||^|  Originator’s  Identification  numbej  8 |||  3 |||  8 | 0 |||  4 ||  9 | 


Daytime  tel: 
Mobile  tel:  . 


PLEASE  CHARGE  MY: 

NAME  ON  CARD: 

CARD  NUMBER:  

VALID  FROM:  


ISSUE  (DEBIT  CARD  ONLY): 

SECURITY  NUMBER:  

SIGNATURE: 


PAYMENT:  □ UK  £ Cheque  Q Postal  Order/cheque 

Please  make  cheques  payable  to  DIRT  BIKE  RIDER  in  GB  pounds 

*jf  you’re  not  happy  with  paying  up-front  - then  don’t!  You  can  get  DBR  delivered  to  your 
door  and  pay  for  each  issue  as  you  get  it.  Direct  Debit  they  call  it... genius! 


Instruction  to  your  Bank  or  Building  Society  to  pay  by  Direct  Debit 


note:  If  the  registered  address  of  the  card  holder  is  different  to  the  delivery  address  please  advise  us. 

Rider  and  Johnston  Publishing  are  constantly  running  great  offers.  If  you’re  not  interested  in  receiving  details  of  them  by 
post,  phone,  sms  or  fax  please  tick  here  [ ].  If  you’re  not  interested  in  receiving  details  of  offers  run  by  our  business  partners 
lease  tick  here  [ ].  For  your  information  for  quality  and  training  purposes  we  may  monitor  communications 


Postcode: 


I I Mastercard 


O Visa 


I I Switch 


Or  renew  your  subscription  to 
DBR  and  save  11  percent! 

to  subscribe 


1 call  01524  834030 

2 ...or  log  onto  www.dirtbikerider.com 

3 ...or  fill  out  this  form  and  send  it  to: 

BIKE  RIDER  MAGAZINE,  SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
LAI  051,  MORECAMBE  LA4  4BR 

DETAILS:  (Please  complete  in  BLOCK  CAPITALS) 

like  to  subscribe  for:  Q 3 issues  £9.75  Q 6 issues  £1 9.50  O 12  issues  £30.00 
rs/Ms  (delete  as  applicable) 

Name: 
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STYLISH  BLACK  CARBON  FIBRE 


1 

Wm  the  F3M  Wxn«m*  Worn  Cup 

ill n: ady  under  way,  Flags  sal  otifi  to 
track  do^n  «x  toadmg  nMender 
ufitorlunaleiy  had  Id  mas  round  one  dje  Id  a 
fhOutder  njur>:  Natalie  KfinuS  fifed  up  fx 
round  U*?  though  a^d  wil  r*pri*wnl  h*f  country 
abngskks  [he-  l>g  guns  d1  the  mnena 
mo EiJ^ne  aix*  as  Kfltiwtn*  Pnxnm 
and  Lhia  Lnnotrid. 

Natali  has  a tang  Injure  in  mcrfoeross 
etWd  erf  h<X  but  her  Xstecy  so  lari*  mere  than 
inpru'ssw  Ntf  une  Ip  shy  j-yjp'  frum  ladig 
^ith  the  test  to  the  wofTwrfa  motosxcse  wxto 

she-  also  muous  it  Lfi  wenkund  in  woeiuend-oUl 

with  alHMxma  ki  the  Bvm*.  ir.tn 

championship  nnd  Girls  Bnlah  Ghampnn ships 
da  iwi  us  eakbg  lha-  team  fix  lha  Youth  das 
Wehcan?  once  wm 

Page  a*ler  page  LDukJ  tie  filled  u\i  with 
Naleke's  pchievements  k?  Ik  not  xiiyto  di  e 
UK  and  Ireland  but  also  in  Lhu  USA  Hum  <s  n 

boar  exi  dewfl  ofi  awe  oi  the  h^hl^hla  or  her 

1 1 yetfi*  nrf  nding  - first  girl  to  win  an  gislw 
dhafnpkkriiiip,  firs!  gH  lawn  an  Ircih 
catiampio™aiipL  tasrf  gk\  ie  represervi  her  cxmlry 
llrc-tirdj  and  firsl  girl  Id  mn  ;i  raou  at  Mini 

Trophy  das  Nat mm. 

Rngu  coughl  up  w*h  NnLY  a ta  fnd  duI 

iroiu  alxnfi  Ehe  pssi  tha  preaxit  arxl  whafl  the 
tut %m  Wde  ip  h*r  *i  the  apod  w*  pi  lew  - 

motDfiioss. 

At  Thu  ago  of  fcn_r  wfial  niiidu-  ysxi  wunl 
1o  pel  on  a rntrfbexcvdie? 


UK:  "Wafl  i had  * quad  W my  cousin  Sean 
Dev-  n had  a PW5Q  and  lei  me  huvu  a go 
Wrftwi  teo  tape  i cxi*d  nde  rf  by  mysetf  and  i 
loved  rl  so  my  mum  nnd  dad  go!  me  PW  for 
Chrwwraa  and  I have  baen»  rtdng  aw  stote " 

Oid  ypu  ever  Lhrlk  Ihdl  yb u wbiid  bu 
entering  mofaenws  evsnls  (to  Itrfi  wxto  Stage 
nnd  ri  so  nl  whal  nga  did  you  dockSu  Oral  it  wns 
gxng  le  be  a goal  erf  yours  to  do  bcP 
NK:  Irom  urtufi  I was  sue  y*nrs  ak\  I 

biew  rding  a fiHHOtttHa  trike  if  wnai  I wftriltt] 
Is  i canned  to  be  a OP  noer  ps  than  ^ the 

highest  level  you  cun  echpewo." 

WhnE  is  the  motocross  sounu  like  r:j.-i ! r in 

Ireland  - are  ihere  plenty  or  pracece  traok-a  fix 

ydV  Id 

N K : Thti  raung  pdi  I in  helafid  IS  pruTly  good 
wth  au  the  twy*  txjl  practising  rt  p net  w 
herf.  I can  only  pniclioD  on  two  Imchs  dun  Id  Ihu 
leek  of  leohlHii,  A sard  one  and  my  o^n  itsb 
Irntk  which  a Kurd  paefc." 

Over  the  yeers  you  muirf  h&ve  ndde^ 
mosLof  Ihu  Cracks  avuilubkj  el  Ifte  UK  end  a lair 
■■  i -'ii-  U9A  and  otw  uniiii  i in  an  deal 

world  wtin?  1t;n=M  Mnukd  you  choose  bo  h:rve  m 

yxx  bar-  k oa  f ce  i ; 7 

HK:  T^h  twmn  bo  qute  □ bmw  in  Ihn  Lilt  and 
aJfo  iha  USA  b_n  i d have  lo  say  thaL  Cycle 
Rarxti  #1  the  USA  would  be  nice  to  hn^e  lo  pn 
Dn  when  yDU  wjnled  'mA  I woUd  nut  rnmi 
Bkemprfcn  x DesedmarVi  edher" 


txj  moe  akxwi*  bobi  meb  and 
Inma'o  ridors  ;imf  you  va  not  one  Id  let  Ihu  twys 
UtAy  you  on  the  track.  Do  you  find  that  tome 
boys  don't  Ike  Ihr:  fad  you  aru  gehing  butter 
maultf  than  thay  ara'7 

HK : 'Hnha  ^fimtetyi  When  rl  dome?  10  ewil? 
bke  Lha  D'TMX  I funa  to  rncu  uvurycne  tin  the 
Irack  ■^hechx  rf's  boys  x &rte  Sx^ie  txiyt  do 
Ihnk  they  ::nn  butty  me  tul  if  you  ra  giving  it  duI 
you  have  io  a Wa  lo  lake  it  Beys  I've  rao^j  with 
krn rn  I was  turn  p Id  d!  rnspecE  for  me!- 

tri  cany  #ithe  last  rew  months  that  you 
moved  ug  onto  lha  250F  hm  the  btg-wheels  - 
ivas  tm  ms  in  prepxaldn  Px  the  i^mwi  s 
Vitrka  Cup? 

NK:  'Yaafi  I had  another  year  In  the  Wg-vyfieata 

md  wos  going  le  *M  I fiOl  dHnf hd 

apxiaorttHp  lo  da  ch*  Wxn *n?a  Wadd  Cup  and 
pit  my  us  I. an  I ch ampsonshp^  Irx^  Sonpl  Raemg 
lltul's  Soptiin  Piiull  iind  mysetfi  su  I had  Id 
move  up  x iniaa  the  oppofhfppcy " 

Haw  are  you  finding  lha  larger  taka'7 
NK:  "I  have  a torf  more  room  to  mow*  cm  the 
SSCf  booiusu  rry  legs  wuru  gening  boc  long  for 
the  =nna!  bke  bul  ■ Jtrtt  need  le  gel  my  stfiength 

bj  ‘ lp  so  1 can  threw  fi  o round  I ke  I DDuld 

e*ih  my  as.  fl't  hard  at  tha  e^nute  because  orf 

my  shoukkrr  “ 

ybu  wunl  to  Gfrmprry  anywny  to  go  and 
Lhatk  uui  tv>e  aompatrtwe  - « nusc  have  tawr. 
p bISer  pd  10  pwplow  smmg  time  wp1ch*ng  and 


rldC  competing  If  yOud  been  trfy  fit  how  do 
you  thinfc  you  would  haw  got  on  oher  watching 
the  races? 

n K pii  was  wy  hard  tor  me  imsi  to  wt 
wn'.dvng  and  nol  competing  in  Lhn  firsl  round 
and  befog  c wt  o*  (he  ehampponstop  race 

already  FVsanaJty  few  me  I Shirk  I could  tut-* 
been  *1  She  top  five  but  the*B  are  some  pcirtly 
fast  girts  out  there  " 


So  the  shoulder  •*  on  ihe  mend  after 
the  totocaLon  and  nvwyihing  b e»og  wnll  you’ll 
bo  on  the  start  krw  os  Lktoevala  - bd  you 
can  t wad"? 

NK:  “I  will  bti  fleeing  Id  get  ocfl  there  and  with  ^ 
tort  ot  hard  work  bopetuiiy  my  UKkitoor  wiu  he 
strong  enough  to  Last  the  whoki  20  minutes 
Hu*  2 -an  motoe  m Uddevattn  ’ 


Good  tuck  with  the  r#M  ul  m season 
Natali  Before  you  nir  * Ihma  anyorm 
you'd:  t vj  to  Shank? 

NH  thanks  I d i.k*  to  thank  the  lettering 
people  for  ofl  of  Uw  xupporL  AH  my  family  and 
friend*  especially  my  sister  Ashle*  and  my 
mcm  and  rtad  For  the  hpfo  they  giv*  me  I’d  ! -/ • 
to  thank  Holesbcrt  Muto-X  Nl,  Scnal  Racing, 

DC  fl*nng.  Gawi  Ross  for  hsfosng  get  my 
shoulder  ready  tor  Sweden  Midud  Campbell 
and  Spence  R#>ng  thanks  afeo  to  Henryk 
Cameron  and  hns  fomty  tor  She  help  they  give 
me  when  I'm  m Engfcind  (ptos  other*,  you  know 
who  you  are!]!  and  ateo  my  fetiew  competitors 
tor  the  good  bartiir* 


% c 
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IS  DAMON  WALES'  WON  DA  RACE- MACHINE 
THE  TRcCKEST  150F  IN  IKE  COUNTRY"? 


In  you're  raortg  hi  either  of  the  youth  B5cc 
diwvon*  1 Hii  year  it  s^nms  that  Honda  a 
150F  r*  the  b*e  do  heve.  And  13-yuar-oto 
Damon  Wate*  as  not  only  luc*y  enough  to  race 
A Honda  1 50F  which  ho  users  to  great  effod  in 
the  Hg-wheet  S6  da*-*  art  Slewnege  SSC 
events  but  ha  bta  has  also  been  pimped  to 
the  Null  and  reatfy  stands  o(A  from  The  rest  off 
lhn  onn  fnw-ohs 

A1  first  glance  its  she  height  red  Goide*i 
Tyre*  lhat  make  the  b»k*  stand  out  but  r*  too 
alumnum  BBR  frirr*  t hat's  the  mo* I 
impressive  and  costly  tot  of  Wing  The  BSR 
rnamci  Which  is  available  from 
www.mrtjppowersperia.&om  — cows 
comptolfi  wrlh  rls  own  IlhiI  cbM.  radiators  and 
engine  mounts.  The  Wales  lamily  ahu  added  a 
B6R  suipenston  linkage  to  the*  nnSer  addog 
I he  fin art  touch  to  Che  chassis  package. 

The  suspension  unfl*  are  eouatiy 
impror.sive  ns  KTec  tmed  A kit  Showa  mils 
are  used  art  bom  end*  to  keep  toe  ride  a* 
smooth  ns  rl  look*. 

Tokyo  Mod*  and  Pro  Cireul  parts  are  used 
wflh  a Leo  Vince  Wp*e-stoge  gn*on  eng  X3 
exhausl  to  ffihilly  bmg  lhn  engine  to  Mo.  With 
out  fuming  the  W».e  on  a dyro  It  * hard  to  say 
exactly  how  many  ponies  H’s  pumping  out  but 
Ihe  Leo  Vince  ignition  lyuem  a dairned  to 
mew**  p?iw  output  by  foix  HP  pH  on 
Its  ownsomo. 

Other  top  perl*  o#  note  inefode  the 
Talon  wheels  with  winy  discs  Scar  Inpfo 
ciamp*.  Reolhal  twwvweH.  red  Bikone 
hoses.  Sf  0 dutch  cower  and  Fro  Systoms 
titanium  lootpeg* 

Damon  would  likn  to  thunk  ht*  mum.  dad 
and  XMX  m \Vu**rmld  for  ull  tow  hefo  m 
making  to*  dream  race  toke  become  rnaity 


'fGetG  eared  »uk  dD845  0 1 7 5007 


MAX! 

BREAKDOWNS.  RACE  MRS  AMD  1XJUIJ- 
FTS  BEEN  A BUSY  OLD  MONTH  FOR  MAXI 


The  Irani,  far  Ihu  fnl  round  at  tha 

ElXOflMTi  CJWHWMhp-  **eSO™ 
*Hti  igme  fcrrlly  a»l  ncioni  I was 
htwiriy  £ hrt  Of  Jin3!  and  seiimy  Sortie  fiKl  tines 
evenfu^ty  ending  tip  &e«tod  *1  *m*d  Irpming 
behind  Jason  Chirmonl 

In  rrry  lira L *ao*  I gol  an  okay  start  and 
qiiKJdy  wcrtra!  my  wny  |hfHjgH  lha  pack  and 
ilktum  ouwn  i r u i pup  i^b  wm  lu-jjUMKj 
I *01  behind  hen  tor  a bti  Ihf.n  flipped  by  *w rsn 
□rw  dr  Ehe  hardasl  corners  I then  pd  in  Htfna 

super  quick  laps  arid  >>*d!>>d  May  ta  take  lhe 

win  - n [jpicnC  wny  Hi  ttht  Wifl  Eoro  champ* 

My  second  mho  was  -ptMtg  Mil  arsd  I was 

■Writing  rrwf  way  Ehiwgh  «nd  fUtl  * bOUl  to  fWS 
tor  the  bod  when  I got  n i1;kI  rear.  I come  in  and 
got  il  changed  as  fast  as  poss^le  bero*e  going 
fcb-cfc  out  si  3CBi  Jmd  sl*1pd  Bp  -pul  Dock 
toreuflh.  I everwuaiy  endieii  up  IGA  and  ga 
Min  owe*  It  groat  because  ■ had  an  too 
team  there  Guay  won  helper  nnd  I else  had  rny 
mechanic  Lionet  Vieene.  h ms  I ms  a prd1 
Tha  niiMt  weekend  was  the  second  round  m 
BuJijumi  Thi'pughduttho  week  we  baned  at 
Samofcov  whprp  I hm  antfhef  Euib-  n&pnd 
taler  mi  The  yrrar  it  was  Jivrwxne  Thu 

craxMlonfi  were  perfect  - ■*  r^t  mst  the  ri^tt 

amount  so  il  was  super  tacky 

Then  an  Friday  momng  we  an  travelled  ibe 
tour  tiwp^  10  Sevtnwi  wtMjrp  I had  my  n* d 
rt».  I was  ready  Id  rto  some  buvnt!»  Most 
people  say  that  to  ■ s ireck  ks  the  besl  in  the 
wiald  a nd  to  be  honest 1 tune  to  agree  wOi 
thirty  II  Nr*  TO«iuo  up  flrtd  rtowitori*  win 
huge  tabletops,  Stup  up*  arid  evert  has  two 
wtioop  sections 

I had  a good  limed  Iraming  quaktyrng 
second  belwfel  Jason  Oermonl.  tin  ro*1  irately 
m fwpty  1 mining  pn  SUndgry  mprrw>g  I b+nw  my 
b*ke  up.  We  had  changed  ihe  lerimg  end  E 
wired  it  I had  1o  nda  my  semrd  frk*  which 

uni  as  good  as  my  first  bfke  end  with  ate 

amount  oi  tough  competition  afound  i thought 

■I  am*  all  gc*ng  wrong! 

In  nry  ffM  mold  I gee  a greai  start  arid  about 
five  taps.  «i  i mado  some  mow  to  girt  nto 
second  The  leadev  Jeson  Oermoril  on  the 
1 50cc  tour-sfrcAo  hsd  about  an  erghL-sacond 
toad  dm  I Wrtrid  a*  hprd  I «Md  i?nd 
avurilLialty  Wi  Ihe  IM  tap  witi  *ame  help  1mm 
1 ho  haoA  mamf  s i oaugtrt  rwm  (hj  coutoni 


In  my  sacood  rmto  I gel  a better  start  and 

was  ml  *1  (turd  Cbnmml  was  \M  in  frent  el 

me  aad  HMhngs  wai  m the  bad  Jeffrey 

cjoshod  so  Ctormom  and  i mto  out  m imi 

i sal  behind  him  tor  Lhe  whole  me a blinking; 

sbftri  erhere  to  pass  arid  Ihen  ffi  too  test  tom 
erf  Ihn  l.i&l  Mp  I sapped  nndw  hvn  and  took  the 
toad.  IL  wee  such  a ckse  Anieh  I didhT  even 
Igncw  I hid  won  - 0 2^2  {rf  a saoond  WiS 
lhe  gnp1  iTavmg  such  n great  ride  I was  bock  in 
second  in  the  poota  slandi^s  UM  three  send 

lom  to  43  ipw  oc™»|  up  I thmk  i r^wr  # gppd 
murKG  oi  gunprg  some  porms  ckhcp.. 

Dad  and  i Hew  tx>™  arwf  t had  my  SATS 
UKiims  the  very  neorE  <tsy.  It  waa  okay  theugh 
because!  nvp-  leachere  gave  me  all  my  work 
agw  m ocMoncri  and  i eroi  itwm  to  ™>-d  sum 
rm  ieady  tor  them.  After  my  uKuma  I get  a 
l 25k.  to  ptadw  and*  how§  some  tun 
On.  Overall  I hbve  hud  a 
bfiiaot  momh  - iet&  hope 
Um  nnMt  erre  gpes  the  «mtH 
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HAPPYSNAPPERS! 

WIN  A R0&  HE.HRI.NO  TRAIPSING  DAT  WITH 


Snappe 


ppy 


Name 


Age 


Ride,  mk  In  OUR  f AnTaBulOuS  MONTHlT 
COMPETITION 


r 

1 Swil  LXrfci j 51  j ^CHlCl.  2 JWi  SfrrflkJ  4£4 
JAcNl  W>r^  J-d><  J CmwWMKv  43T, 
J Jw'iw  42  r.  4 (Vv*r 


ftriw  'iitM/ur*  like: 

1 LtiWI  ftjnvb-f  4"?d  pCfnlS.  J iJ-y.  'l  Carrw 3 <^.  ir. 
J Nflfftwn  ■ij?'.  jf  yya-  i-li>  LhP.  i 4^]t4. 

i Orjdby  ^«TLf.h«  40: 1.  « 5CrV  JUFMS  372 


Pr*mMU  fZSrc 

$AimnW***0mpr>i**  44$. 

J Mttri*#  Mbrrdr  J*7  4 Jo^n  Wiwic.Ti 
1 -Snitfi  JSflL  f JMfT  ftKOcJr  :tof 


MDHKtB  6YMXE 

SliriflB  ntnndingr: 

ri  Am  ■ HodliiMrir  iZCtVj.  J C-.piMik-  i>-wi>i  so, 

J ftbss  ih*  re,  4 Jbtfi  tvaterrwi?  ^2. 
fftog  7f. 


Daytime  ittopffona-  number 

Email  umuiuii ... 

Photographer  s name  ..„ 
Photographnr  s lei  number 


Sewn -year -old  Diind  Duy  Iren  sunny 
Soodend  =s  oyr  tetost  wner  a Rob 
Hf-rrn^RuJi!  MX  triMimg  dny  vcnichnr 
bianka  1o  ih*  cuoi  shot  oi  hwii  oroesteg  n up  tor 
Oa«d  O^son'E  Carr#f0 

^id  A you  want  your  [>ctoie  pouted  m DDR 
and  a Rob  I4crnng  training  day  vouchor  c4  your 

om  serid  ua  your  ra>ourti t ndiug  ahe t - maybe 

err  yq*p  baling  a hfflrn.  pgling  ^ -Lck  ivtup  rv 
vmply  gucn«  rg  H up  ir  ynu  ptclum  is  dwruud 
to  bo  toe  bosl  by  w eepen  papnfl4  oi  jedaos 
you‘1  nal  orfly  wn  a Rjdn  MX  tnimng  vouclMsr 
btan  wCrfth  £75  by!  yOu'l  fllSO  !>h|  y<kJ  pfcfcffft 

pt.blrUsnd  m nfpit  mgcWs  Rago 

Because-  CUpjrrgML  Treud  n Such  a sbfnus 
Ls-sue  we  do<^  -wil  to  any  watmiarieed 

shots  ymVa  stolen  ftom  a wabsfle 

So  #heh  yiXi'iO  chtaea  your  ravoumo  ahol 
and  tmvri  the  phetograprirm*  M pormwon  to 
ibrid  rE  ID  la  we  wbrn  you  W either  lb  m the 
coupon  below  and  Bond  toa  irfxrto  and  torm  lo 
us  at  Happy  Snappers.  DBR  M.igfiv  nn  1 2 
VPkalfl  Street  Moreoambo.  Larradvo.  LA-1 
4AG  or  enter  online  h!  www.dlf1b4ktrid«r  ^onn 


BY  MX  ■BtonDUngis 


frki; 

1 ik«n  HriKsen  SOOjkhm^  l CeiAsn  Cooper  4i :0 

2 PMh  ^9.  I MbAriew  Cei^>n  J j/ 

sj  Wk^vhH  40i.  fi  SetTftwwrf 


StWkr 

| iUbnitew  ripmng  2 MLsKUf  *6&. 

2 Si^r  m,  € OM  DkViMf  4fph 

Elwfty  Ruort  JSJ 


SPORTSROUND-UP! 

THE  2WT  SCMOOtii  Season  K^£F$  On 
KEEPING  ON... 

Another  greai  ^oske^ki  o*  racing  at  lhe 
Latest  roLTid  cd  toe  QT  MX  ssnes  al 
Brampton  so*  charntwioh^teodfl^. 

Don  ww*en.  Matthew  Fienwig,  Sam  Owm. 
Lcwrs  Tcmbs  and  Aieur  RCckwek  ell  edge 
further  ctesr  oi  toe  competition 

Bad  weather  hna  pul  a lemponiry  bold  on 
toe  B5MA  series  md  a#*«reiy  dampepeit  Lhe 
De^fi  ktoor  round  rif  toe  in|*sh  Ma^ im  The 
racing  meanwhne  was  rod  hot  will-  Rob  Muscat. 
Iflfcrip  a thakithum  m toe  5W05i  whte 
^hnsluin  Ta'ylor.  Richie  WnrmJI  and  Luka 
Hawkins  traded  wins  in  the  big  wheels  arid  Met 
FkKor*  dominated  to?  1 25  dn^Kto 

The  second  round  ar  lhe  Maua-  DYMxS 
&ehet  rof  1Z5  arid  tour-stroke  recere  was 
hold  nt  L.mgnsb  GnKimo  Irwin  rockalod  to  a 
pen  Lrf  wins  1o  law  tne  overal  eheeit  rrf  local 
lad  Row  Hi  Who  rtrvGhgd  second  rn  Mh 
maLas.  Akix  Rockwell  hold*  [town  too  senes 
bad  by  nine  pc^Mb  with  jutf  two  rounds  to  go 


)■'  ir*  d#"ti  otk' 


-r* 


MJIIS  Ml)  urns 


BILLY  WINS  BIG  IN  JAPAN  BUT  THE 
THE  WHOLE  SPORT  WITH  THE 


BEFORE  JAP'AN  I was  really  p****d  off.  Nothing  was 
going  right,  I was  feeling  horrible  and  everyone  wa§. 

■ pcoming  up  with  all  these  wonderful  solutions  to  get 
me  back  on  track.  All  this  came  about  after  the 
German  GP  of  course  - I felt  crap  and  couldn’t  last 
the  distance.  Everyone  wasPon  my  back,  Jan  was 
rfejjpd  right  off!  Me  and  Tanel  came  in  after  the 
second  race  and  sat  in  the  awning,  Jan  just  walked 
in  an3  said  “you  better  have  a good  excuse  for  riding 
like  that”  but  at  the  time  we  didn’t! 

1 1 was  drained.  I took  Luka  to  one  side  and  told 
him  what  I was  feeling  like  and  everything  was  pretty 
much  pointing  to  fitness  - something  I really  didn’t 
like  hearing!  They  say  the  truth  hurts  but  I refused  to 
believe  it!  There  was  no  way  I was  unfit  with  the 
amount  of  training  I was  doing.  So  I -started  to  think 
lol^-and  hard  and  to  cut  a long  story  short  I went  for 
blood  test  and  then  changed  my  diet  to  make  up 
for  what  I was  lacking  in. ..chocolate!  I was  low  on 
t sugar  would  you  believe  and  all  because  I was  trying 
rftg  be  a proper  ‘athlete’.  The  trouble  was  that  I was 
ournirig  more  calories  than  I was  taking  in  - all  this 
jDasta  and  veg  just  doesn’t  satisfy  me!  So  it  was  off 
to  Japan  with  a bag  of  Cadbury’s  Dairy  Milk  and  a 
can  of  scud  (Irn  Bru)! 

Before  Japan  I didn’t  even  ride!  The  last  race  I did 
was  a punishment  race  in  Holland  which  went  okay 
'but  apart  from  that  I just  did  a bit  of  mountain  biking 
with  Barty  Marr!  So  we  board  the  plane  with  the  rest 
of  the  team  in  Heathrow,  cattle  class  as  per  usual! 
Before  the  flight  took  off  though  I just  sat  my  ass 
down  in  a premium  economy  seat  with  electric  for 
your  laptop  and  a bit  more  leg  room  - seemed  like  I 
got  the  good  deal  again  as  they  didn’t  ask  to  see 
my  ticket  or  anything.  Perfect!  But  same  as  last 
year,  the'flight  began  to  drag  on  through  the  night 
and  what  seemed  to  be  a good  plan  turned  sour 
when  I realised  I wanted  to  lie  down  and  the 
premium  seat’s  arm  rest  didn’t  fold  up!  Nightmare! 
The  boys  back  in  cattle  class  had  three  seats  to 
themselves  and  I was  stuck  with  just  one! 

We  arrive  in  Sendai  eventually  and  make  our 
way  to  the  hotel.  I was  expecting  something  a bit 
flashy  since  we  were  the  factory  team  n’all  but  we 
were  put  up  at  a tiny  little  hotel  called  The  Green. 
Mark  I’m  sure  the  only  reason  they  chose  this 
hotel  was  because  of  the  name!  The  baths  were 
tiny  like  they  were  built  for  toddlers  but  they  did 
have  one  of  those  funky  water  spraying  toilet  seats 
: which  - regrettably  - I enjoyed! 

The  internet  was  super  quick  too  so  I downloaded 
the  whole  season  one  of  Prison  Break  now  that  Lost 
has  finished  for  a while!  But  the  breakfast  was 
rubbish.  No  massive  buffet  to  help  yourself  to,  you 
had  a little  ticket  to  order  your  brekkie  and  when  it 
came  you  wished  you’d  stayed  in  bed  - one  slice  of 
toast,  salad  and  fish.  Not  what  I call  a race  d|et 
breakfast.  So  I decided  to  go  looking  for  something 
else  round  the  city.  It  was  5.30am  and  I came  across 
a 7/11  store,  kinda  like  your  local  Spar!  They  had 
these  weird  triangle  rice  things  with  different  flavours 
in  the  middle,  I bought  one  which  looked  like  some 
kind  of  pepperoni  or  meat  inside  but  to  my  disgust 
was  raw  fish!  I was  the  only  one  in  the  street  which 
was  lucky  as  I was  holding  on  to  a tree  with  slavers 
coming  oot  ma  mooth  boaking  at  this  rotten  triangle 
rice  thingy. 


MONTH  ENDS  ON  A LOW  NOTE 
DEATH  OF  JAN  DIMiROOT... 

■/-  r - - ■“  -■ 

I had  had  enough,  I was  trying  to  be  healthy  but 
this  just  wasn’t  working  s©H-mede  th-bealtrae  straight 
for  McDonalds!  I had  to  wait  for  it  opening  at  6am  but 
it  was  so  worth  it  and  five  hash  browns  and  tfiickeh 
nuggets  later  and  I was  on  my  way!  I’d  even  stole 
some  sachets  of  brown  sauce  from  the  Irish  pub  at 
Heathrow  to  help  it  down!  This  is  all  before  Saturday 
qualifying,  not  really  the  normal  routine  for  race  day! 

I made  it  back  to  the  hotel  and  felt  satisfied,  no 
rumbling  belly  for  William  today  - he  was  full  and 
feeling  a little  fat  but  loving  it!  Everyone  was  getting 
up  for  breakfast  at  7.30am  so  I even  had  time  to 
watch  Shrek  2 on  DVD! 

I done  this  both  days  and  the  weekend  went 
brilliant,  I felt  good,  had  good  times  and  was  so 
relaxed  - while  everyone  was  out  looking  at  the 
track,  I was  lying  in  the  back  of  the  Kawasaki  rig 
reading  National  Geographic  (okay,  I mean  looking 
at  the  pictures)  and  listening  to  Kings  of  Leon  on 
my  MP3.  Nothing  could  go  wrong  for  me,  it  just  all 
happened  perfect. 

I had  mentioned  to  Adam  Wheeler  before  Japan 
that  he  needs  to  get  Flower  of  Scotland  for  when  I 
win  a GP  but  everything  was  taken  with  a pinch  of 
salt  though  as  I don’t  think  anyone  really  expected 
me  to  win  a GP  this  year.  But  after  the  first  race  I 
told  him  he  HAD  to  do  it!  I didn’t  want  to  tempt  fate 
but  it  has  been  something  I’ve  always  thought  about. 

I remember  playing  back  the  Isle  of  Wight  video 
when  I dropped  the  bike  and  playing  Flower  of 
Scotland  in  the  background  and  getting  goosebumps 
so  it  was  a dream  to  have  it  played  while  I was  on 
the  top  step,  especially  an  MX1  top  step! 


I’m  afraid  I’m  going  to  end  the  column  on  a 
downer  this  month.  I’m  not  really  a guy  of  many 
words  with  situations  like  this  one  but  Jan  passed 
away  this  morning.  He  was  unwell  before  Japan 
and  was  hospitalized  for  a couple  of  weeks.  I wasn’t" 
sure  exactly 'what  was  going  on  as  I was  told  they 
didn’t  know  the  problem  but  I had  the  honour  of 
talking  to  him  after  I won  - I could  tell  in  his  voice| 
that  there  was  something  seriously  wrong  but  I knevf*  ] 
that  hearing  the  news  made  him  smile.  ^ 

I’m  not  sure  what  else  to  say  other  than  it  is  a big 
shock  to  the  motocross  community.  It  still  doesn’t  feel * 
real  and  the  paddock  won’t  be  the  same 
without  spotting  Jan’s  head 
above  the  crowds.  God 
bless  to  Ellen  and  the 
family  and  my  thoughts 
are  with  you. 
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The  Tech  10  unique  design  takes  the  heavy  stitching  and  added 
layer  construction  of  the  traditional  motocross  boot  and  replaces 
it  with  a one-piece,  four-density,  engineered  low-profile  bottom. 

Rider  benefits:  Dedicated  nrnfj ptfeent  are^  of 

Wteifensio^aiy^eund 


1/1 

ac3 

o 

_i  _ 

o 

U 
111 

Ztt 


UJl/l? 

J — mil 


□in 


